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Course Syllabus – 9th Literature and Composition 2011-12
Instructor: Leslie Wolfe-Cundiff
Cundiff@fultonschools.org
Help Sessions (7:30-8:30 am) Mon., Wed. & Thur. in G-65 by appointment

This online version is the entire syllabus. Students received an abbreviated version with a contact form in class.

Texts and replacement costs:  
· Prentice Hall, Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (Gold) –$65

· Ender’s Game, Speak, Romeo and Juliet and any other novels the instructor chooses to assign – $12.00 each 

Required Materials:  
· Three-ring binder with dividers and paper 

· At least two different-colored highlighters

· Your textbook (or the text we are currently working with)

· Blue or black pen 
Contact Information: The easiest and most efficient way to reach me is through email at Cundiff@fultonschools.org. I check email frequently and will respond within 24 hours. 
Course Overview: 
Ninth Grade Literature and Composition will continue to build on the reading and language curriculum established in middle school. The curriculum for this course aligns with the Georgia Performance Standards (2004) and are clustered by strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/Speaking/Viewing.
Throughout this year-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of literature and language and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through performance tasks and assessments. At the completion of this course, students will take the Ninth Grade End-of-Course Test (EOCT) required by state law.

CLASS POLICIES
Classroom Rules

1. All school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.

2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.

3. Arrive to class on time.  (1st violation = warning, 2nd violation = warning, 3rd violation = private detention, 4th violation = office referral.) Be seated at desk by bell ring or be considered tardy.

4. All materials must be brought daily – textbook or novel, binder, agenda, and blue/black ink pen. 
5. No food or drink (except bottled water) allowed in class.

6. Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies.  Your hall pass is in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily. No agenda=no pass.
Students who fail to comply with the preceding guidelines may expect to receive a private detention and/or an 
administrative disciplinary referral for public detention. 
Grading System: Final grades will be based on the following approximate values:  

Semester 1





Semester 2

Tests




25%

Tests


20%
Compositions



20%

Compositions

20%
Journal




15%

Journal


15%
Seminars & Quizzes


15%

Seminars & Quizzes 
15%
Homework



10%

Homework 

10%
Final Exam



15% 

EOCT 


20%
In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:

A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; F = 0-69%

ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK

· All work must be made up in a timely manner with an excused absence note. Failure to do so will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment(s). 

· Any unexcused make-up work will be penalized by one letter grade.

· It is the student’s responsibility to acquire the missed assignment for his/her class, complete the assignment(s), and turn them in.  Credit will be given for make-up work according to published school policy in your agenda.

· Students must also arrange a time to make up any excused missed tests and quizzes within 3 days after returning to school except in cases of extended absence.  Make-ups must be scheduled with the instructor in advance.  Make-up tests and/or quizzes will only be given when appointments are initiated and made by the student. Furthermore, it is not the instructor’s responsibility to remind individuals what they need to make up.  Students may meet with the instructor before school or stay after school to make up missed tests and/or quizzes as long as they have made an appointment.  ALL MAKE-UP WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE SEMESTER. Extra credit cannot be substituted for missed assignments.

LATE WORK
· Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be accepted late under any circumstances.

· Late penalties of 10 points per day will apply to papers and other major assignments designated by the instructor.
English Department Plagiarism Statement:

· Plagiarism is defined as the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are one’s own. 

· Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to: 1) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition or project); 3) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author. 

· Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial HS will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code violation. Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.

· Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code. 

UNITS OF STUDY
Please note that the syllabus may be amended and altered as time and class needs demand. Changes will be made at the discretion of the instructor. 
Unit 1: Nonfiction and Memoir - EQ: What is the relationship between nonfiction and “truth”? 
	Reading/Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/Presenting

	· Do you have strategies in place for reading proficiently?
· Can you evaluate the main structure and features of different types of writing?

· Can you read and evaluate texts for different reasons?

· Can you find the meaning of words using effective means of discovery?
· Can you identify how a text is important to you, the community, and the world?
· Can you see how a text represents the human struggle, and how it is influenced by its historical and cultural perspective?  
	· Can you identify elements which help to create meaning in different types of nonfiction?
· Do you understand how an author might shift language, word choice and other elements depending on the audience?

· Can you use objective criteria to evaluate and explain critical opinions of a text?

· Can you analyze what audience an author was addressing, as well as the purpose of a text, by the use of literary elements like style, diction, or figurative language? 
	· Do you use basic structural elements such as paragraphs and transitions when writing?
· When revising, do you look for controlling ideas, clarity and logic?

· Can you alter your own voice when writing for different audiences? 

· Can you write appropriately in different genres?

· Do you use correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization in your writing?

· When revising, do you check for sentence variety, use of phrases and parallel structure?

· Can you convey important information and details in both formal and informal presentations which support a clear position?

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL1,3,4,5,; ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2


Unit 2: Short Fiction - EQ: Why is conflict a motivating factor in human behavior? 

	Reading/Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/Presenting

	· Do you understand what a proficient reader does to be successful?

· Can you see how a text represents the human struggle and how it is influenced by its historical and cultural perspective?

· Can you evaluate and interpret a text so you can understand implied main ideas and draw conclusions?

· Can you connect the texts we are reading to experiences from life?

· Can you identify how a text is important to you, the community and the world?   
	· Do you understand how the structure and elements of fiction affect the meaning in a short story or novel?

· Can you identify themes that go beyond the culture or time period of an author?

· Can you evaluate how an author’s historical period and culture affect the meaning of a piece?

· Are you able to identify a character’s internal and external motivations?

· Are you aware of the affect shifting genres has on a text’s connections, themes and characters?  
	· Can you work alone or in a group to develop ideas appropriate for a specific writing task? 

· Can you write a thesis statement which includes a controlling idea?

· Can you choose a style that is appropriate for a specific audience and task?

· Can you write appropriately in different genres using appropriate principles?

· Can you use figurative language appropriately to create imagery in the reader’s mind?

· When revising do you delete, add or modify information to meet the needs of the audience?

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL1,3,5; ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W1, 2, 4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1


Unit 3: Novel Study – EQ: What truths would be lost if there were no fiction? 
	Reading/Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/Presenting

	· Can you identify appropriate reading strategies to use with texts of varying lengths?

· Can you evaluate the main structures and features of different types of writing?

· Can you evaluate and interpret a text to understand implied main ideas and draw conclusions?    
	· Can you explain how fiction informs our vision of reality?

· Can you evaluate how an author’s historical period and culture affect the meaning of a piece?

· Can you identify themes that go beyond the culture or time period of an author?

· Are you able to identify a character’s internal and external motivations? 

· Can you see how literary elements create theme?   
	· Can you distinguish between formal and informal writing conventions?
· Can you alter your own voice when writing for different audiences?

· Can you identify sufficient textual support and include that support in the essay? 

· Can you cite appropriate sources when necessary?

· When revising, do you have a controlling idea and logical transitions? 

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL1,2, 3; ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2


Unit 4: Lyric and Narrative Poetry  - EQ: What makes a poem a poem? 
	Reading/Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/Presenting

	· Can you use appropriate strategies when reading poetry?

· While reading poetry, can you identify different literary elements?     
	· Can you explain how structure contributes to poetry?

· Can you analyze how different styles of poetry affect the reader?

· Can you describe the ways a poet creates value by using sound devices, imagery and figurative language? 
	· Can you read a poem aloud with appropriate pacing and emphasis?

· Can you use verbal communication and visual elements to address an audience?

· Can you create poetry that mimic’s a poet’s style?

· Can you create an original poem with your own voice?  

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL 1, 3, 5; ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2


Unit 5: The Persuasive Essay- EQ: What purpose does persuasion have in society? 
	Reading
	Writing

	· Can you discuss ways both stated and implied meanings are conveyed in text and non-print media? 

· Can you find appropriate support or resources to achieve a specific purpose such as persuasion, informing or explaining?     
	· Can you articulate your purpose and your audience for an assignment? 

· Can you write a three-pronged thesis statement?

· Can you provide quality support for a position with anecdotes, descriptions, statistics and examples?

· Can you write an essay with an engaging introduction, developed body with relevant ideas, and a conclusion with a call to action? 

· Can you analyze logical fallacies such as “bandwagon,” testimonials, generalities, and circular reasoning? 

· Can you write an effective interpretive essay which examines one or more elements in a literary work and connect to the author’s overall purpose?

· Can you effectively communicate an idea using techniques such as speech, dramatic presentation, photojournalism display, and include supporting material such as visual aids and multimedia presentations?  

	Standards addressed: ELA9W1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2


Unit 6: Research – The Inquiry Process - EQ: What meaning can be made from inquiry?  
	Reading
	Writing/Presenting 
	Inquiry/Research

	Process

· Have you expanded your reading habits by critically examining various sources?

Application

· Can you find appropriate and adequate texts to achieve the goal of persuading an audience?      
	Process:

· Do you include appropriate support when necessary in your writing?

· Can you write a thesis statement which contains one controlling idea?

· Can you provide quality support for a position with anecdotes, descriptions, statistics, and specific examples?

· Application:

· Can you write a research-based persuasive text?   
	 Inquiry:
· Can you generate questions for a persuasive topic?

· Can you create a plan to find necessary information?

· Can you alter your plan while in the research process?

Process:

· Can you identify appropriate sources for persuasive investigation?

· Can you evaluate whether a source is appropriate or not?

· Do you know the difference between subjective and objective points of view, and can you determine the value of each? 

Presentation:

· Can you select an appropriate means to convey the information for your topic?

· Can you use multiple presentation tools to present your information to the appropriate audience?

· Do you integrate quotations and citations into written and oral communications without interrupting the flow of ideas?

· Do you use proper MLA formatting? 

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL 1, 3, 5; ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2


Unit 7: Drama – Romeo and Juliet - EQ: What causes people to do things to extreme? 
	Reading/Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/Presenting

	· Can you use appropriate strategies when reading drama?

· While reading drama, can you use dialogue to gather information about characters?

· Can you use appropriate strategies when reading Shakespearean/Elizabethan language?

· Can you use dialogue and stage directions to visualize setting an action?     
	· Can you identify the main conflict and its causes?

· Can you identify how the structure of the drama contributes to plot development?

· Can you identify universal themes in drama?

· Are you able to identify a character’s internal and external motivations?  
	· Can you read drama aloud with appropriate pacing and emphasis?

· Can you write informally about literature drawing from text and previous knowledge?

· When revising, do you check for sentence variety, appropriate usage of phrases and clauses and parallel structure?   

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL 1, 3, 5; ELA9RC1, 2; ELARC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2


Unit 8: Epic Poetry - EQ: Is the idea of “hero” outdated, or do we always need and find heroes? 

	Reading/Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/Presenting

	· Can you use appropriate strategies when reading an epic?

· Can you identify how a text is important to you, the community and the world?

· Can you discuss ways implied meanings are present in visual media?      
	· Can you identify how cultural beliefs and values influence a work?

· Can you identify themes present in material across genres?  
	· Can you use different types of textual reference to support your ideas?

· When revising, do you check for continuity between your thesis statement and the body of the paper?

· When comparing and contrasting, can you use transitions effectively?   

	Standards addressed: ELA9RL 1, 2, 3; ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4; ELA9W1, 2, 4; ELA9C1, 2; ELA9LSV1, 2



