Course Syllabus – 11th Honors - American Literature and Composition
Instructor: Leslie Wolfe-Cundiff
Cundiff@fultonschools.org
Help Sessions (7:30-8:30 am) Mon., Wed. & Thur. in G-65 by appointment
This online version is the entire syllabus. Students received an abbreviated version with a contact form in class.
Texts:  
· Prentice Hall American Literature textbook (replacement cost: $62.00)
· Novels/plays (all $16.00) The Crucible/ The Scarlet Letter/The Awakening/The Grapes of Wrath/A Raisin in the Sun/The Great Gatsby/Death of a Salesman
· Other novels/plays chosen by instructor – paperback copy replacement price
Required Materials:  
· One 3-ring binder with dividers to separate the following sections: Reading Logs/Daily Assignments; Compositions; General Notes
· Student agenda
· Blue/black pen
· Textbook/novel daily

Course Overview:  American Literature and Composition is a study of the major literary topics and themes across the history of the United States from pre-colonial times to present day. While maintaining an intense reading emphasis, instruction will refine grammar, vocabulary and writing skills, preparing students for AP and College English. As a result, students will learn to think and write critically about literature. 
This course will address the standards for success on the Georgia High School Graduation Test; you may access those standards at: www.chsenglish.org/GHSGT.html. 

Class Policies
Classroom Rules
1. All school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.
2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.
3. Arrive to class on time.  (1st violation = warning, 2nd violation = warning, 3rd violation = detention, 4th violation = office referral.) Be seated at desk by bell ring or be considered tardy.
4. All materials must be brought daily – textbook or novel, binder, agenda, and blue/black ink pen. 
5. No food or drink (except bottled water) allowed in class.
6. Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies.  Your hall pass is in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily. No agenda=no pass.
Students who fail to comply with the preceding guidelines may expect to receive a private detention and/or an 
administrative disciplinary referral for public detention. 

GRADING
Grades will be based on the total points received out of total possible, weighted by category.

1st Semester  - Approximate Category Values:
· Tests				25%
· Compositions & Seminars		25%
· Homework			8%
· Reading logs/Journals		12%
· Daily work/quizzes		10%
· Final Exam			20%
2nd Semester - Approximate Category Values:
· Tests					25%
· Compositions & Seminars			25%
· Homework				8%
· Reading logs/Journals 			12%
· Daily work/quizzes			10%
· EOCT(Georgia End of Course State Test)	15%
· Unit 6 Test with final in-class essay		5%

In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:
A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; F = 0-69%
ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK
· All work must be made up in a timely manner with an excused absence note. Failure to do so will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment(s). 
· Any unexcused make-up work will be penalized by one letter grade.
· It is the student’s responsibility to acquire the missed assignment for his/her class, complete the assignment(s), and turn them in.  Credit will be given for make-up work according to published school policy in your agenda.
· Students must also arrange a time to make up any excused missed tests and quizzes within 3 days after returning to school except in cases of extended absence.  Make-ups must be scheduled with the instructor in advance.  Make-up tests and/or quizzes will only be given when appointments are initiated and made by the student. Furthermore, it is not the instructor’s responsibility to remind individuals what they need to make up.  Students may meet with the instructor before school or stay after school to make up missed tests and/or quizzes as long as they have made an appointment.  ALL MAKE-UP WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE SEMESTER. Extra credit cannot be substituted for missed assignments.
LATE WORK
· Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be accepted late under any circumstances.
· Late penalties of 10 points per day will apply to papers and other major assignments designated by me (excluding the Jr. Research Paper – all due dates are final with no late grade). THE JUNIOR RESEARCH PAPER WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PLAGIARISM STATEMENT
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:
· using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation
· using the work of another student (e.g. copying homework, composition, or project)
· using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.
A note about what constitutes “excessive editing.”  Students learn to write well by doing just that, writing. Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice. When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to students’ writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation.  Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

ELEVENTH GRADE UNIT CONTENT
The order of these units may be changed within the semester.  Changes in readings or assignments will be made at the discretion of the instructor.
Summer Reading: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain); The Jungle (Sinclair); The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (Alexie) 
UNIT 1: The Power of Language: Beginnings-1750 – Native American/Puritan  
(Beginnings of American Literature, Review of Persuasive Writing, Language)
How did the early Americans shape the future of America and its culture?
Unit Synopsis: Students will begin their study of American literature through creation myths in the context of Native American literature. Students will analyze internal and external conflict, setting, and figurative language; distinguish characteristics of oral literature; analyze an interview for author’s purpose; and connect author’s work to self by writing about themselves in a personal, narrative essay. 

The Colonial period in American literature will be introduced with sample literary works from the period. Emphasis will be placed on nonfiction Colonial texts, as well as on persuasive elements including loaded language in sermons and expository writing. A review of persuasive texts will also help students incorporate persuasive writing techniques into an essay, as well as to help students review for the writing portion of the Georgia High School Writing Test through two persuasive essays. Throughout the unit, various forms of nonfiction texts will be utilized by students to explore the characteristics of the Colonial period in American literature. 


Native American Legends – origin and trickster myths (various)
The First Settlers/Slave Narratives
from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano 
from The General History of Virginia 
from Of Plymouth Plantation 
Puritan Influence
from Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 
“To My Dear and Loving Husband” 
“Huswifery”
Supplementary Reading (all or some of below):
The Crucible/The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian/The Scarlet Letter
Writing and Grammar:
Autobiographical Narrative Essay/The Jungle summer reading essay/The Crucible Analysis Essay
1-2 Persuasive Essays (preparation for GHSWT at end of September)
Phrases and Verbal Phrases
Standards Addressed in this Unit
Reading & Literature
ELAALRL1, 2, 3, 4, 5; ELAALRC4
Writing
ELAA11W1, 2, 3, 4, ELA11C1, 2
Listening, Speaking, Viewing
LSV 1, 2



UNIT 2: A Nation is Born – Revolutionary Period
What makes an idea have power?
Unit Synopsis: Nonfiction texts from the American Revolutionary period will be studied and analyzed with an emphasis on their use of persuasive rhetorical strategies. What makes an idea have power? Emphasis will be placed on the lasting impact of these texts and their role in shaping an emerging and new form of government on the world stage. Students will continue to analyze persuasive elements in essays and speeches and compose a problem and solution essay. 


Readings:
The Development of American English: Noah Webster 
from The Autobiography 
from Poor Richard’s Almanack 
from The Crisis, Number 1
from Letter from Birmingham City Jail 
Patrick Henry - Speech in the Virginia Convention
Ben Franklin – Speech in the Convention 
Letters from an American Farmer 
Writing and Grammar:
Problem-and-Solution Essay/Persuasion speeches/ Logos, Pathos, Ethos
Clauses and Sentence Structure

Standards Addressed in this Unit

Reading & Literature
ELAALRL1, 2, 3, 4; ELAALRC1, 4

Writing 
ELA11W1, 2, 3, 4, ELA11C1, 2

Listening, Speaking, Viewing
ELA11LSV 1, 2



UNIT 3: A Growing Nation – Romanticism/Transcendentalism/Gothic
How does freedom spark a Renaissance in American literature?
Unit Synopsis: Texts from the American Romantic period will be examined, with an emphasis on poetry and on student-generated expository writing. Skills of analysis and interpretation will be developed and practiced using the poetry of the period. Students will detect elements of romanticism, transcendentalism, and Gothicism in American literature. Students will analyze a short story for tone, imagery, symbolism and point of view; students will evaluate the purpose and elements of personal essay; continue poetry analysis; and evaluate irony, characteristics and allegory in Gothic fiction. Students will write an essay that compares and contrasts the various authors of the time period. 


Romanticism
“Rip Van Winkle”
“A Psalm of Life” 
“The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls” 
“Thanatopsis” 
American Gothic
“The Minister’s Black Veil” 
“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”
Transcendentalism
from “Nature” 
from “Self-Reliance” 
“Civil Disobedience” 
“Walden” 
New England Renaissance: Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman
Writing and Grammar: Compare and contrast essay/Verb Usage

Standards Address in this Unit
Reading & Literature
ELAALRL1, 2, 3; ELARC 1, 4
Writing
ELA11W 1, 2
Listening, Speaking, Viewing
ELA11LSV1


UNIT 4: Division, Reconciliation, and Expansion – Civil War/Realism/Naturalism
Why does the nation move from idealism to disillusionment, or what has happened to the American Dream?
Unit Synopsis: This unit focuses on Naturalism and Realism in American literature. Students will identify cause and effect in a narrative; distinguish between objective and subjective narration; analyze elements of realism and the elements of fiction found in a novel; analyze poetic devices in spirituals; identify sensory details in descriptions of characters and settings; identify dialect, satire, and elements of a novel. After studying and evaluating representative works of Realism and Naturalism along with their characteristics, students will compose and publish their own creative pieces.


Novels: The Jungle/The Grapes of Wrath
A Nation Divided
“An Episode of War” 
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 
“Go Down Moses” 
from “My Bondage and My Freedom” 
“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”
Focus on Literary Forms: Diaries, Journals, and Letters
 Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation” 
 “An Account of an Experience with Discrimination” 
“Gulf War Journal from a Woman at War” 
Forging New Frontiers
 “I Will Fight No More Forever” p. 602
“To Build a Fire” p. 608
“The Outcasts of Poker Flat” p. 580
Living in a Changing World
“The Story of an Hour” 
 “The Yellow Wallpaper”
“We Wear the Mask” 
“Richard Cory”/”Miniver Cheevy”
Supplementary Reading:
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn/The Jungle/The Awakening
Writing and Grammar:
Effective Sentences: Sentence Functions and Sentence Combining—
Narration: Short Story; write and publish Creative Pieces (short stories or poetry) that display genres’ critical elements.

Standards Addressed in this Unit:
Reading & Literature
ELAALRL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; ELAALRC 2, 4
Writing
ELA11W1 2, 3, 4; ELA11C1
Listening, Speaking, Viewing
ELA11LSV 1, 2 



UNIT 5: Disillusion, Defiance, and Discontent - Modernism
How does American literature question previously accepted definitions of the American Dream?
Unit Synopsis: Students will analyze American Modern and Postmodern fictional texts to determine author’s purpose, themes, and specific uses of stylistic devices. Students will demonstrate comprehension by applying knowledge of literary devices to identify and to explain supporting evidence. Patterns and recurring topics (the American Dream, individualism, classical influences, etc.) will be identified and analyzed. Students will respond to fictional passages or texts and film both orally and in writing, concluding with a culminating activity that combines comprehension, writing, and listening, speaking and viewing. 
 

Novels/Plays: The Great Gatsby/Death of a Salesman
Focus on Literary Forms: Poetry & The Short Story
“A Few Don’ts by an Imagiste”
“The River Merchant’s Wife: A Letter” 
“In a Station of the Metro” 
“The Red Wheelbarrow” 
 “Winter Dreams” 
“In Another Country” 
“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” 
 “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
 “The Unknown Citizen” 
“The Harlem Renaissance: A Cultural Revolution”
“Now the Negro Speaks of Rivers” 

Writing and Grammar:
Writing about Literature: Evaluate Literary Trends 
Effective Sentences: Varying Sentences, Fragments and Run-ons
Create Literary Movement/Style Analysis Pieces (essays, speeches, multi-media presentations) that: 

Standards Addressed in this Unit:
Reading & Literature
ELAALRL1, 2, 3, 4, 5; ELAALRC1, 2, 3
Writing
ELA11W1, 2, 4; ELA11C1
Listening, Speaking, Viewing
ELA11LSV1, 2 


UNIT 6: Prosperity and Protest – Modernism/Postmodernism
How is Change in American culture born of conflict?
Unit Synopsis: this unit focuses on change in American culture that was born of conflict. Students analyze theme of alienation in modern work and the role of diction and dialogue in characterization. This unit culminates with a Junior year Research/Synthesis paper.


Death of a Salesman
Various short stories from unit

Writing and Grammar:
Effective Sentences: Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers, Faulty Parallelism, and Faulty Coordination

Standards Addressed in this Unit
Reading & Literature
ELAALRL1, 2, 3, 4, 5; ELAALRC1, 2, 3
Writing
ELA11W1, 2, 4; ELA11C1
Listening, Speaking, Viewing
ELA11LSV1, 2

ADDITIONAL MAJOR ASSESSMENT FOR THIS UNIT: Jr. year Research Paper (floating) (3-4 weeks)
Compiling Information into a Formal, Documented MLA Research Paper
Citing Sources and Preparing Manuscript 
REQUIRED ASSESSMENT:
• Write Formal Research Reports that
∼ culminate multi-media research on a self-selected (and teacher-approved) topic;
∼ use outside source information to support a sufficiently-narrowed controlling idea;
∼ integrate source information using paraphrase, summary, and direct quotation;
∼ demonstrate an understanding of MLA documentation style,
∼ are accompanied by works cited pages.

Further information regarding standards addressed in this course may be found at www.georgiastandards.org













