Course Instructor Syllabus - 11th Grade American Literature

Mr. Wildstein

Learning is not attained by chance; it must be sought for with ardor and diligence.


American Literature and Composition

Course Description

In 2004 the Georgia Department of Education adopted new Georgia Performance Standards for grades 9-12. Consistent with state curriculum, the Fulton County Schools English language arts curriculum implementation aligns with state standards. The content standards for this course are clustered by strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/Speaking/Viewing. 

American Literature and Composition will continue to build on the reading and language curriculum established in tenth grade. Throughout this course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of American literature and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through performance tasks and assessments. At the completion of this course, students will take the American Literature and Composition End-of-Course Test required by state law.
Reading and Literature

Focusing on a chronological study of American literature, students will develop an understanding of the importance of various periods of literature that characterize and reflect the American experience. They will read, interpret, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structures, themes, and elements of American fiction and nonfiction. Examining letters, journals, diaries, and speeches, students will trace the history of the development of American literature. They will also consider the influence of mythical and classical texts on American authors. Through extensive reading, students will acquire new vocabulary specific to the study of American literature and apply that knowledge in their writing. 

Reading Across the Curriculum

To encourage students to become life-long readers, the curriculum includes standards that address both academic and personal habits of reading. Students will read approximately one million words per year from a variety of subject disciplines including language arts. In the English language arts classroom, students will learn the vocabulary of literature, writing, and listening, speaking, and viewing.

Writing

Expository writing is the focus for eleventh grade; however, students will continue to produce a wide range of writings including polished narratives, persuasive pieces and technical documents. Students will practice both timed and process writing to develop compositions that demonstrate an understanding of tone, point of view, style, organization, author’s purpose, and audience. Students will continue to use research and technology to support reading and writing.

Conventions

Students will increase their knowledge of the conventions of language in reading, writing, and speaking. They will demonstrate their control of the rules of English, focusing on the correct use of clauses, phrases, and the mechanics of punctuation. Sentence construction and usage will continue to be a focus for eleventh grade. Students will apply their knowledge of the conventions of format when producing expository text including research based papers.

Listening/Speaking/Viewing

Students will continue to develop their critical listening skills.  Through presentations and interactions with the teacher and other students, they will apply effective speaking techniques in small and large group settings. The viewing standards will enable students to develop media literacy skills through the careful examination of contemporary texts including television, radio, film productions, and electronic media. 

Texts:  ( Literature:  The American Experience , Prentice Hall textbook (replacement cost: $65.00)
●Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar Handbook (replacement cost $26)


( The Crucible (approx. $12.00)


( The Great Gatsby  ($15.00)

( Other novels/plays chosen by instructor

Supplementary Texts:  To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the CHS English department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.  Teachers of all grade and academic levels will refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements.  While copies are available in the CHS Media Center, students that annotate and frequently refer to these texts during their high school English career will reap maximum benefits.  Both the MLA Handbook ($14.50) and Elements of Style ($6.95) may be attained at any book retailer.

Grading Policy:
Grades will be determined on the basis of an accumulated point system.  A student’s final grade will reflect the percentage of accumulated points as compared to the possible points.  Sample weights:  unit tests (100-200), quizzes (20-60), daily work, homework and class participation (10-50), projects/presentations (50-200), notebook (100).  The final exam counts between 15-20 percent of the final grade.
In addition, a class participation grade will count for 15 percent of the students overall grade.  Stay involved!

Percentage grades are valued according to the Fulton County grading scale as follows:

100-90 = A

89-80   = B

79-70   = C

69 or below = Failing

 Make up work:

All work must be completed within one week’s time of the absence to avoid receiving a zero for the assignment.  In addition, an “excused absence” slip must be presented to receive full credit for an assignment.

* Students are responsible for determining specifically what was covered during the absence.  

Late Work:

Because turning in work late is a bad habit, which ultimately leads to low or failing grades and is to be avoided, the following policies will be observed:

∙  Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be accepted late.

∙  Late penalties of one letter grade per day will apply to writing assignments and other projects whose point values is 50 or greater.  Assignments more than one week late will NOT be accepted.

∙  Papers and work pone on personal or school owned computers is not excused late because of technical or mechanical failures with computers.   The work will be considered late and reduced by one letter grade (10 points).

Tardiness:

Students will be directed to the school’s tardy machine.  Consequences for tardiness will be covered through the administration of the school.

Cheating:

Cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  It is disrespectful to the instructor, to your peers, and to yourself.  Do not cheat!  And, if you choose to, understand that it is a great disrespect and will be met with consequences.  

Classroom rules and expectations:

1. All work submitted for evaluation will be completed in blue or black ink.

2. All classroom materials (textbooks, paper, pen, etc…)  must be brought to class daily.  No Exceptions!  (1st- warning, 2nd-call home, 3rd- private detention, 4th- office referral)

3. Be positive

4. Be in your assigned seat and prepared to work when the bell rings.

5. Raise your hand and wait for your turn to speak.

6. Be courteous and respectful to all.  Expect respect in return from all in the room.  Failure to respect others’ beliefs, ideas, belongings, etc…, will not be tolerated.

7. Remain in your seat until you are dismissed.

8. Only bottled water allowed in the classroom.  No other food or drink.

9. Obey all other school rules!

Materials:

Students must purchase one three ring binder that should include four dividers.  The dividers will need to be labeled as follows:  Reading Logs, Vocabulary/Literature Terms, Writing Activities, and Grammar.

Recovery Policy: 

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

CHS English Department Plagiarism Statement:

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely ones own.  

Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  

Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  

Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  

Classroom Plagiarism Policy: 

Students should photocopy all resources and highlight information used in compositions.  These photocopies will be attached to final drafts.

Addendum to Plagiarism Statement:

A note about what constitutes “excessive editing.” Students learn to write well by writing well. Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice. When well meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their own ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to student’s writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance. 

So—what is helping, but is not excessive editing? The answer is simply: questioning and cueing. For example, “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?”, “Can you think of another word that means the same thing?”, “Does this sentence seem awkward?”, “What exactly do you mean?”, or “I do not understand what you are trying to say here; can you state it more clearly.” 

These types of questions and statements are powerful helpers in that they prompt students to think and write independently. 

Again, please help students to achieve their own voices and to develop their writing skills by allowing them to write and revise independently. 

Internet Usage:

Students are encouraged, but not limited, to use the following sight for research purposes:

http://www.homeworkcentral.com.highschool.htp
Office Hours:

Office Hours will be held on Wednesdays from 7:45–8:30 in P-30 and by appointment.  Students are welcome to discuss tests, questions, papers, and make-up work during office hours.  I will usually be available Monday – Thursdays for extra help from 7:30 until 8:20.  Please note, appointments are recommended, however, because of unforeseen meetings.
Parent Connect:

Parent Connect is a system for parents to check up on their student’s academic progress and attendance at Centennial High School.  Please contact the front office with any questions regarding the access of Parent Connect.

Standards addressed in this course may be found at www.georgiastandards.org.

COURSE CONTENT:
UNIT 1: Beginnings-1750

What is an American?
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

Oral Tradition in Native American Literature:

“The Earth on Turtle’s Back” p. 16,

from The Navajo Origin Legend p. 22

from The Iroquois Constitution p. 24

Slave Narrative

from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano p. 44

Puritan Influence

from “Of Plymouth Plantation” p. 78

“To My Dear and Loving Husband” p. 102

from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” p. 108

Writing and Grammar:

Writing Workshop—Narration: Autobiographical Narrative p. 118

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar

Phrases and verbal phrases—Diagnostic Test, p. 432; Ch. 19.1, pp. 434- 44; Ch. 19.2, pp.442-452

Autobiographical Writing—Ch. 4, pp. 32-47

Persuasive Essay—Ch. 7, pp. 77-91

Writing for Assessment—Ch. 15, pp. 208-217

Connected Supplemental Texts

The Crucible

UNIT 2: A Nation is Born

What characterizes the American spirit?
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

Historical background p. 128-135

Voices of Freedom

“Poor Richard’s Almanac” p. 146

Speeches

“Speech in the Virginia Convention” p. 187

Defining an American

“Letter to Her Daughter from the New White House” p. 204

Reading Informational Material

Newspaper Editorials p. 166

Listening and Speaking Workshop

Analyze Persuasive Techniques p. 224

Writing and Grammar:

Writing Workshop: Problem-and-Solution Essay p. 220

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar:

Problem-and-Solution Essay, Ch. 11, pp. 138-153

UNIT 3: A Growing Nation

How does freedom spark a Renaissance in American Literature?

How did American writers begin to create a uniquely American voice through literature?
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

History to A Growing Nation p. 230

Romanticism

“The Devil and Tom Walker” p. 242

American Gothic

“The Fall of the House of Usher” p. 308

“The Raven” p. 326

Transcendentalism

History of Transcendentalism p. 384

from “Nature” p. 388

from “Self-Reliance” p. 391

“Civil Disobedience” p. 412

New England Renaissance: Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman

“Because I could not stop for Death” p. 420

“I heard a Fly buzz—when I died” p.422

Writing and Grammar:

Writing About Literature: Compare and Contrast Literary Trends p. 452

Writing Workshop: Narration: Reflective Essay p. 454

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar:

Verb Usage: Verb Tenses, Correct Use of Tenses, Subjunctive Mood, and Voice—Diagnostic Test, p. 519; 

UNIT 4: Division, Reconciliation, and Expansion

Why does one move from idealism to disillusionment,

or what has happened to the American Dream?
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

Historical background information pp. 464-471

A Nation Divided

“An Episode of War” p.476

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” p.488

“Go Down Moses” p. 490

Focus on Literary Forms: Diaries, Journals, and Letters

From “Mary Chestnut’s Civil War” p. 536

“An Account of the Battle of Bull Run” p. 544

“Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation” p. 545

“An Account of an Experience With Discrimination” p. 547

Forging New Frontiers

From “Life on the Mississippi” p. 564

“I Will Fight No More Forever” p. 602

“To Build a Fire” p. 608

Living in a Changing World

“The Story of an Hour” p. 634

“April Showers” p. 644

“Writing and Grammar:

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar:

Effective Sentences: Sentence Functions and Sentence Combining—Diagnostic Test, p. 476; Ch. 20.1,

pp. 478-480; Ch. 20.2, pp.481-486

Connected Supplemental Readings:

Jubilee

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Narrative of Frederick Douglass
UNIT 5: Disillusion, Defiance, and Discontent

How does American Literature question

previously accepted definitions of The American Dream?
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

Historical background information pp. 704-713

Facing Troubled Times

“A Few Don’t s by an Imagiste” p. 718

“The Rive Merchant’s Wife: A Letter” p. 732

“In a Station of the Metro” p. 734

Writing and Grammar:

Writing About Literature: Evaluate Literary Trends p. 948

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar:

Effective Sentences: Varying Sentences, Fragments and Run-ons—Diagnostic Test, p. 476; Ch. 20.3, pp. 487-491;

Ch. 20.4, pp.492-499

Connected Supplemental Readings/Texts:

The Great Gatsby

Raisin in the Sun

UNIT 6: Prosperity and Protest

How is change in American culture born of conflict?

Does America need to change? How might a person foster change?
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

Historical background information pp. 958-968

The Development of American English: Brave New Words p. 968

Literature Confronts Everyday

“The Life You Save May be Your Own” p. 972

“The First Seven Years” p. 988

“The Names “p. 1042

“Everyday use” p. 1056

from “The Woman Warrior” p. 1070

“Who Burns for the Perfection of Paper” p. 1100

Focus On Literary Forms: Essay

“Straw Into Gold: The Metamorphosis of the Everyday” p. 1128

“For the Love of Books” p. 1133

“Mother Tongue” p. 1136

Social Protest

“The Rock Pile” p.1148

“Losses” p. 1173

“Mirror” p. 1180

Writing and Grammar:

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar:

Ch. 8, Persuasion: Advertisement, p. 146-160

Effective Sentences: Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers, Faulty Parallelism, and Faulty Coordination—Ch. 20.5, pp.

500-503; Ch. 20.6, pp.504-508, Ch. 20.7, pp.509-514, Standardized Test Prep, p. 516

Websites:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/ -U.S. Presidents

http://www.elite.net/~runner/eld/tone.html - a list of words to describe tone

Connected Supplemental Readings

Fallen Angels
** The teacher reserves the right to add/change selections listed in syllabus.

Research (To take place during 2nd semester)

Research Reporting:

Compiling Information into a Formal, Documented Report
Key selections for addressing benchmarks:

Writing and Grammar, Communication in Action

Citing Sources and Preparing Manuscript p. 688

Internet Research Handbook p. 695

Research: Research Paper, Ch. 13, pp. 170-188

Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: The American Experience

Writing Workshop: Research: Research Paper p. 694

Writing Workshop: Research: Multimedia Presentation p. 950

Internet Research Handbook p. R 29-32
