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Course Syllabus

Course Title:
Criminal Investigations & Forensics 
Instructor:
Dr. Thomas Washburn

Textbooks:
Forensic Science for High School Students, Kendall-Hunt (2009) Replacement Cost: $98


Investigating a Homicide Workbook, Wadsworth (2004) Replacement Cost: $52
Resources:
Centennial Criminal Justice Media Collection



Criminal Justice Computer Lab and Internet Stations





Various CD-ROMs and software programs



Numerous guest speakers

Description:
This course will provide students with an opportunity to explore the basic processes and principles of forensic science, as it relates to criminal investigation.  Students will learn the importance of the identification, collection, and processing of evidence and of its contribution to the criminal investigation.  Students will learn of the legal responsibilities and challenges which the forensic investigator may encounter. The student will also learn of the role of the criminal investigator.  Included in this course will be the importance of preserving and documenting the crime scene, enabling the investigator to analyze evidence and its relationship to the crime.  The student will also study interviews and interrogations and how those statements are used as evidence in court.  Students will express understanding of their knowledge by composing clear, concise and thorough investigative reports, indicating a successful conclusion to an investigation. 
College
Gwinnett Technical College offers a dual enrollment for qualified program students 

Credit:
who complete three years in the Law & Justice Program, pass a competency exam, complete a technology proficiency (either taking an online course or testing out), and maintain an 85 average in each year course.  This course counts toward a college certificate, but students must complete all requirements to qualify for college credit.  

Contact:
Parents and students should feel free to email me: washburnt@fultonschools.org.  You may also call the classroom during non-class hours: 770-650-4230 extension #180.  

Students should use the school email address for all communication outside of school. I get email on my phone so I can reply quickly. Students should only use text messaging or calling my cell phone in emergencies or on trips. Students should not use instant messaging, chat or social media such as a way to communicate with me. We will have a class Facebook page with a wall post function that students may use. Students may “friend” me on Facebook once they graduate or are no longer enrolled in Fulton County Schools. 
Conferences:
Conferences will be scheduled upon request.  Every effort will be made to accommodate parent schedules.  Email or call to arrange a conference.

Help:
The instructor is available each morning for assistance, with the exception of Friday mornings.  Afternoon time may be requested.  
Internet:
Our program has a website - justiceprogram.com. Student resources are found on our CHS Hub. If a family does not have home internet the program computer lab is open each morning at 7:30. Arrangements can be made for afterschool. 

Program
This program strives to prepare students for careers in all areas of criminal justice.

Ideals:
Critical in all areas of study are various qualities we want to develop in our students.  The three key program ideals were formulated from these various qualities. Our program ideals are Valor, Integrity, and Service.  



Valor - bravery in the face of adversity.



Integrity - not only knowing what is right, but choosing it.



Service - dedicating time and energy to make our community better.

Expectations: In addition to the student responsibilities outlined by the school, the following procedures will be followed in this class:

Racism (and other isms) will not be tolerated

Treat others with respect

Honesty is EXPECTED

Be on time

Find solutions not excuses

Act responsibly

Program Travel More details to follow.
Classroom
Students not complying with classroom rules will be assigned private detention.

Management
Private detention is held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 A.M. – 8:30 A.M.   

Plan:
Students assigned private detention will be expected to perform minor chores around the program.  Students will not be admitted late.  Missed detentions will result in office referral.  All rules identified in the student agenda will be enforced.

Attendance:
Attendance is critical for a student to fully benefit from this program.  Many skills taught are not offered again after their presentation in class.  Frequently students who are absent also affect other students due to the use of groups for learning.  Unexcused absences also have a direct detrimental effect on student’s grades. Tardies are handled by the administration.
Units 
      
  
1. Forensics: An Introduction and Analysis 
2. Identification, Collection and Examination of Trace Evidence 

3. Fingerprints 

4. Impressions Evidence 

5. The Body as Evidence 

6. Serology and DNA 
7. Drugs and Toxicology 
8. Interviews & Interrogations 
9. Notes, Reports, and Legal Issues 
10. Preliminary Investigations and Preserving The Crime Scene 

11. Conducting a Homicide Investigation 

12. Criminological Theory 

13. Serial Criminals 

14. Organized Crime 
Evaluation:   
20%
Unit Assessments – Projects, Tests, and other assessments.
15%
Final Exam – Each semester has a comprehensive final.
10%
Professional Development – see details below.
10%
Reading - Students will have reading assignments each semester. A reading portfolio will be turned in for each reading assignment.  Fall: Dead Reckoning by Baden.  Spring: In Cold Blood, by Capote.
10%
Lab Grade – based on participation and completion of assignments

10%
Competitive Events – Fall: students will compete in a job skills demonstration where they demonstrate a forensic skill they choose in front of judges. Spring: Students will participate in CSI Team competition as a summative assessment of forensics.  Winning students will compete at State Skills USA. 
10%
Homework – Most assignments will be chapter studies where students will write a reading portfolio.  A variety of other activities will be assigned.

5%
Employability Rating – Students will be graded in a variety of areas.  Responsibility completion, independent study, cooperative learning, preparedness (having notebook, pen, paper, assignments), and other activities.  

5%
KeyTrain & Quizzes – see details below
5%
Notebook – see details below
100%
Total

Professional     As a major objective of career and technical education, preparation for the professional
Development:   world is critical.  Most professions require ongoing job skill development and membership in professional organizations.  To initiate such preparation, this program requires students to earn points demonstrating professional development.  There are several ways to achieve the needed points.  
1) Participation in Skills USA, Explorers, &/or Mock Trial Team.  In these activities points are assigned in the following ways.  Participation in an activity during or adjacent to the school day, such as attending meetings, counts 10 points.  Participation in after school hours or weekend activities counts 20 points per day.  

2) The reading of journal articles and completion of a article summary can earn a student up to ten points per article grade.  The article read must be a minimum of four pages in length and must be from an approved source, available from the instructor.  Non-journal articles must be approved in advance.  No more than one per week may be submitted and none will be accepted the last two weeks of the semester.  
3) Points may also be approved for student participation in other activities. 
Students are COMPLETELY responsible for maintaining their points sheet and supporting documentation.  Failing to complete this will result in a zero grade for ten percent of your grade. You may fail the course for failing to complete this requirement.  Students may earn extra-credit points by have more than 100 points but not to exceed 8 points to their grade.

Labs:
Labs are science based and will usually require a write up for submission for a grade. 
KeyTrain &
During instruction, after reading assignments, and as parts of labs, assessments will be 
Quizzes:   
used to evaluate students. KeyTrain is a mandatory test preparation program students will use. It helps with SAT and ACT as well. 

Late Work:
For each school day an assignment is late a letter grade will be taken away.

Notebooks:
Students are expected to maintain their notebook. Notebooks will be checked sporadically for assignment completion.  Students must have a white 3 ring binder 1 or 1.5 inch wide with a view cover for the program inserts.  Binders should have plenty of paper and at least eight sectional dividers. Sections are: 1) Paper 2) Current Unit 3) Past Units 4) Reading 5) Labs 6) Skills USA 7) PD Points & 8) Grades
Assessment
The Georgia Department of Education has made available two assessments to ascertain the competence of our career technology students.  The assessments are Work-Ready and End-of-Pathway.  The Work-Ready assessment measures the skills of Georgia's workers, determines valuable job training opportunities, and assures companies that the state can provide a long-term, qualified labor supply, and is a requirement for some Georgia jobs. The End-of-Pathway assessment measures the level of technical skill attainment of each career pathway completer.  The Work-Ready assessment will be administered to all work-based learning students and all seniors currently enrolled in a career technology course.  The End-of-Pathway assessments will be administered to all career technology students who are finishing a pathway.  Tests will be administered in October and April.
Use of Media:
The program instructor, guest speakers and field trip sites use various videos, DVDs, audio tapes, programs, and similar media that may contain profanity, nudity, and/or gruesome images as a part of the class.  While all efforts are made to minimize such material, it is sometimes unavoidable in the course of addressing some course content (i.e. crime scenes).  Some media may have been rated “R – Restricted” by the MPAA or “TV-MA” under FCC guidelines. Never is such material used in a gratuitous manner.  Parents are encouraged to discuss any concerns with the instructor.
Make-Up:
It is the student’s responsibility to get assignments missed and to complete them.  Students have seven (7) calendar days from the day they return to school with which to complete ALL make up work.  Exemptions to this must be negotiated on the day the student returns to school.  Failure to make up work in this time frame will result in a ZERO.  Please also note that all unexcused absences (per school policy) have a 10%/10 point penalty.  Days for make-ups are daily at 7:45 AM.  Appointments set a day in advance are required.  

Recovery:
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Plagiarism:
Dishonesty is not tolerated.  This is especially true in submitted work.  Any thought that is not your own used in assessments must be noted.  Assume all work assignments are to be your own work unless told otherwise.  Any student who cheats or plagiarizes will face the full penalty that the school provides through the honor code policy. 
Media Release: The Law & Justice Program as well as Skills USA is active in many community events, and our activities are frequently published in local newspapers, newsletters, and publications.  Students are often photographed, interviewed, and quoted for use in such media.  Please contact the instructor with any questions or concerns.  

Virtual Class
Our program uses various technologies and internet tools to facilitate learning. Students 
& Social Media
are expected to act professionally and appropriately when using these resources. Anything
Expectations
a student does in one of these environments that is inappropriate will be treated the same 

as if it happened in class and can result in school discipline. Students must be vigilant in protecting their passwords – claiming someone else did something will not be a valid excuse for reducing responsibility. The responsibility will fall on the account holder. Please refer to the county policies regarding technology use for additional regulations. 

Special Note:
There are a few issues I’d like for you to be aware of as we cover some forensics content. First, we will talk about sad things that happen to people.  Homicide and sex crimes are discussed in this class.  Hopefully, your young adult will learn to be more aware of the dangers in our society.  But especially with the studies of death, your student may for the first time, really think about the finality of death.  It is a good time to start a dialog with your child about these issues.  I am always available for concerns or suggestions.  Be especially sensitive to this if your youth has experienced death of a close friend or family member. 

Second, we will cover unusual material.  Students will see a video on autopsies.  Obviously, cadavers are not clothed and some nudity may be a part of other presentations.  This will always be done tastefully and minimally.  One chapter of the book they read discusses a death that was sexually related.  It involves an autoerotic strangulation.  David Caradine recent died under similar circumstances as have three teens in North Fulton in the past few years.  We will briefly discuss this and I think it important for the students to understand the dangers of some activities, sexual or not, that their peers may be engaging in regularly.  These issues make up a very small percent of what we study, but it might come up in class discussions.  Feel free to email me with any questions (washburnt@fultonschools.org)

Finally, I am TOTALLY open to your comments, concerns, and suggestions.  You know your young adult best.  I completely respect your authority as the parent.  We can work together on any concern you may have.  In the past I have had students read alternative books and even work on alternative lessons to address parent concerns.  


Fulton County High Schools and Middle Schools  

Acceptable Use for Local/Wide Area Network and Internet Access

The Internet is the collective name for thousands of computers worldwide, which are connected through phone networks. The computers communicate with the same protocol and have an established Internet address. It is similar to a library of books, written in the same language and having a call number. However, one difference between the Internet and the Information and Technology Center is that our books are acquired according to School Board approved guidelines. Selection of Internet resources, on the other hand, is decided by the end user. The user carries the responsibility of selecting appropriate items to view. This policy describes user behavior and identifies what actions are prohibited

Services
Student access to the Internet will only be provided through the Fulton County Schools local/wide area network and the school's Internet provider. Access to the school Local Area Network (LAN) is a privilege available to all students; however the account access may be disabled if student use is inappropriate.

Terms and Conditions for Local/Wide Area Network and Internet Access
The Internet user is held responsible for his/her actions and activity within his/her usage. Fulton County Schools is not accountable for any costs incurred to the user while online. Unacceptable uses of the local/wide area network will result in disciplinary action. Some examples of such unacceptable use are:

· Access, create, download or display offensive or obscene messages or pictures

· Use obscene or defamatory language

· Participate in unauthorized Internet "chat" rooms

· Install, download or play games or programs of any kind without permission of the media specialist

· Give out personal information about themselves or another student such as their name, address, phone number or location

· Harass, insult, defame or attack others

· Damage computers altering computer systems or computer networks

· Violate copyright laws, such as illegally installing or copying of software

· Try to obtain or use another person's password

· Trespass in another's folders, work or files, vandalizing the data of another user

· Posting anonymous messages or attributing one's communications to another individual

· Intentionally waste limited resources such as paper, data storage space, time online

· Employ the network for financial gain

· Gaining unauthorized access to resources

· Neglecting to log out all programs and the network when users leave the computer station

Consequences:

These offenses will be treated as vandalism. Consult your student handbook to understand the related disciplinary actions. In the least, the offenses above could result in the student being denied access to the network for a specific period of time. The overall goal of this discipline is to make the student a responsible, considerate and ethical user of online resources.

Restrictions:

Parent(s) and Guardian(s) of minors are responsible for setting and conveying the standards that their child or ward should follow. To that end, Fulton County Schools supports and respects each family’s values regarding LAN and Internet access. Any parent or guardian, who would prefer not to have his/her child access the Local Area Network and Internet should mark “No” on the Acceptable Use Agreement form, as indicated.   
Conditions of Use and Account Management:

Students who access the LAN automatically agree, through a statement on the computer screen, to abide by the restrictions outlined in Fulton County Schools policy for acceptable use. The specific conditions and services being offered may change from time to time.

Fulton County Schools makes no warranties with respect to Internet service or content. Parents and students should be aware that Fulton County Schools does not have control of the information on the Internet, nor can it provide impenetrable barriers to accessing the full range of information available. Other sites accessible via the Internet may contain material that is illegal, defamatory, inaccurate or potentially offensive to some people.

All Fulton County Schools students will be assigned their own network account name with password. Passwords should not be given out to anybody. With this account, students will have their own folder on the school’s server to store their work. Parent(s) or guardian(s) of students who do not wish their child to have access to the LAN and Internet at Fulton County Schools may request to have the student account disabled when the principal is notified in writing of their decision.

Fulton County Schools believes that the benefits to educators and students from access to the Internet, in the form of information resources and opportunities for collaboration, far exceed any disadvantages of access. Fulton County Schools has also minimized these disadvantages by utilizing filtering software to block access to undesirable web sites.

Turn in attached sheets by FRIDAY!

THIS SHEET IS TO BE TURNED IN

(Keep the other part of syllabus in class notebook)

Fulton County Schools 
Computer/Internet Acceptable Use Policy 
Student Agreement

My parent/guardian has discussed the Computer/ Internet rules with me.  I agree to follow the rules. 

Student Name (please print) _________________________________________ 

School Name (please print) __________________________________________

Signature __________________________________   Date: ____________ 



Parent/Guardian Agreement

As the parent or guardian of this student, I have read and discussed with my child the Computer/Internet Acceptable Use Policy of Fulton County Schools.  I understand that the computer facilities and the Internet are designed for educational purposes. I further understand that Fulton County Elementary Schools and the Board of Education have taken precautions to restrict access to inappropriate material, but my son/daughter is ultimately responsible for restricting himself/herself from this inappropriate material and will not hold them or their designees responsible for materials acquired on the network.  

_____ I grant permission.  
_____ I do not grant permission. 

Parent or Guardian Name (please print)  _________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________   Date: ____________ 

Telephone _____________  Email _______________
 

 THIS SHEET IS TO BE TURNED IN

(Keep the other part of syllabus in class notebook)

Student Information
Last Name:




First Name:


Preferred Name:

Home Phone #:




Student Cell #:
Address:

City:





Zip Code:
Student Email: 





@   
Special Information (anything about the needs or current circumstances of your student I might need to know):


Parent Information:  For emergencies and required notices.  PLEASE PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION!!!!!
Parent/Guardian Name:




Relationship (father, mother, aunt):
Day Phone #:





Cell Phone #:
E-Mail (print clearly):
   



@  

Sign here: YES, my child actually got this home to me and I read it! If I have any concerns I know to contact the teacher. This serves as a media release, approval to view media, and acknowledgement of all information contained in the syllabi.  
__________________________


________________________


 Parent Signature 



  
     Print Name


Program T-Shirt Order (optional)
On lab days, on trips and at events students in the program often need a program shirt.  They are only $15.00 each.  The shirts are high quality cotton.  Pay with cash or checks made to Centennial High School.

Student’s Name:_______________________________    
Size: YL  S  M  L  XL  XXL  XXXL
THIS SHEET IS TO BE TURNED IN

(Keep the other part of syllabus in class notebook)

CTSO Membership Form
First Name:



Last Name:

Birth Date: 



Sex:  



Grade:  

Parent/Guardian Name:

Race:  Black    White    Native American     Asian/Pacific Is.    Latino    Multicultural

Home Phone#
:



Student Cell#:

Address:

City:




Zip Code:

Student Email: 




@   
Teacher:
Bates     Grage     Phillips     Sims     Washburn     Willbanks

Shirt Size:  Youth Large   Small    Medium  
Large   XL   XXL   XXXL

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

· Dues are $35 – this covers national, state, and local dues plus shirt

· Make checks payable to CHS

· Dues are due on Friday September 4th!

· You must join to be able to attend meetings

· Turn this form in WITH your dues to your teacher
T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST: 2 color design due soon
Centennial High School


Law & Justice Program





A National Partnership for Careers in Public Safety and Security Pilot Program


Dr. Thomas Washburn, PhD, NBCT


9310 Scott Road 	Roswell, Georgia 30076


770-650 –4230 #180 (office)  770-640-4250 (fax) 


Internet: www.justiceprogram.com


Email: WashburnT@fultonschools.org
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