Honors 10th Lit./Comp. Syllabus
Centennial High School
Room E-10
Mrs. Siwy, 2011-2012
siwyj@fultonschools.org


Texts:
Prentice Hall Literature-Common Core Edition (replacement cost $80.00)
Prentice Hall Writing Coach (replacement cost $80.00)
Lord of the Flies (replacement cost $12.00)
Of Mice and Men (replacement cost $12.00)
Catcher in the Rye (replacement cost $12.00)
Hamlet (replacement cost $12.00)
Other novels/plays chosen by the instructor

Supplementary Texts:
  To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the CHS English Department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.  Teachers of all grades and academic levels may refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements.  While copies are available in the CHS Media Center, students who annotate and frequently refer to these texts during their high school English career will reap maximum benefits.  Both the MLA Handbook ($14.50)* and Elements of Style (($6.95)* may be purchased at any book retailer. MLA guidelines are also available online.    (*approximate cost of texts)

Course Description:
Tenth Grade Literature and Composition is a thematic study of literature.  Students will continue to develop vocabulary and apply effective reading strategies to a wide variety of literary and informational texts; to learn about universal themes and symbols common to literary works such as the novel, short story, poetry, drama, and nonfiction; to establish effective writing and research habits; and to refine language skills as they apply to writing, listening, speaking, and viewing.

Required Materials:  One 3-ring binder (at least 1 inch size)
			  Dividers (four); labeled journal, vocabulary, notes, assignments
			  Writing utensils (pens, pencils, highlighters)
			  Paper

Standards:
Reading Process Standard – Students will develop an effective reading process by using reading strategies and skills to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts.
Reading Application Standard – Students will read and interpret various texts to acquire knowledge and information for a wide range of purposes.
Literary Standard – Students will demonstrate an understanding of self and others by responding to literature in a variety of ways.
Writing Process Standard – Students will engage in the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish clear and effective writing.
Writing Application Standard – Students will write to share information and knowledge about themselves and the world, to influence and persuade, to reflect upon and evaluate, to create and entertain, and to shape their own understanding.
Writing Conventions Standard – Students will understand the forms, structures, and conventions of Standard American English and use them appropriately in writing.
Listening Standard – Students will learn to listen attentively, comprehend, and evaluate in a variety of circumstances,
Speaking Standard – Students will learn to speak clearly and effectively to various audiences for a range of purposes.
Inquiry Standard – Students will learn to define issues, topics, and problems for investigation.
Process Standard – Students will locate, select, and use relevant information from a variety of sources, including but not limited to technological resources, print resources, primary resources, and media resources.
Presentation Standard – Students will create, communicate, and evaluate research findings by making oral, written, visual, and multimedia presentations,
Locating Information Standard – Students will use non-print and electronic media to locate, evaluate, and collect information.
Communication Standard – Students will use many forms of media and technology to communicate information and ideas effectively to diverse audiences for a variety of purposes.

Class Policies:  In addition to school-wide policies as stated in the Centennial High School student handbook, the following policies are operational in this class:
· Students must be prepared to participate in class and arrive on time.  If material is not present (textbook, pen, paper, etc.), the instructor will not provide these materials to any student.  Repeated lack of preparedness will result in additional consequences.
· LATE HOMEWORK RECEIVES A GRADE OF 50%.  This applies to homework turned in ONE DAY after the due date.  Homework assignments will not be accepted after that and will receive a zero.  Parents, this means that your child may not retroactively make up assignments that have been missed because of prior lack of responsibility.
· Any appointments to meet with the instructor must be made 24 hours in advance of the desired meeting time.
· Test and assignment make-ups will be given in class the next day the student is present.  If a student is absent the day of a test, s/he must be prepared to take the test the day s/he returns and have another student take notes for her/him in class that day.
· Papers, essays, and long term assignments will be penalized 10 points (one letter grade) per day the assignment is late.
ATTENTION:  The instructor will NOT ask for late work.  It is the sole responsibility of the student to remember to turn in late assignments.  
· Major papers and other assignments that are typed at home or on Centennial computers will be penalized for lateness, regardless of the mechanical failure of a printer, computer, or other electrical catastrophe.
Hints:  Always save on a disk or flash.  Always write papers earlier than the night before or the morning they are due.  Always have extra paper, printer ink cartridges, and other avenues available in case of mechanical/electrical failure.
· Above all, demonstrate respect for all school personnel, fellow classmates, and school property.  Misconduct, including tardiness to class, will result in the following consequences:  1st Offense: warning; 2nd Offense: parental contact;
3rd Offense: detention; 4th Offense: office referral.

Recovery Policy:  Centennial High School’s recovery policy is stated on p. 6 of the student handbook.  Please familiarize yourself with this policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to request a recovery plan.  For recovery to be instituted, a student may not have a zero on even one assignment during the grading period.

Extra Credit:  While not offered regularly, the instructor may occasionally choose to offer an extra credit assignment.  DO NOT plan to rely on this as a means of improving your average.

Make-Up Work:  Page 8 of the student handbook outlines the make-up work policy and the instructor will adhere to that policy as stated.  Please familiarize yourself with the make-up work policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to inquire about make-up work upon returning to class after an absence.

Plagiarism/Cheating:  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to 1) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2) using the work of another student (e.g., copying another student’s homework, essay, or project); and 3) using excessive editing suggestions of another student parent, or professional author.  Cheating includes giving and receiving answers or information on any assignment not designated as group work.  Be aware that essays may be scanned for Internet and other types of plagiarism using the online system called Turnitin.com.  The student handbook explains Honor Code violations on page 7; the instructor will follow the policies and procedures as stated.  Students who copy the work of others or willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  It is disrespectful to the instructor, to your peers, and to yourself.  Consequences will be forthcoming if you are caught plagiarizing or cheating.

Addendum to the Plagiarism Statement:  What constitutes “excessive editing”?  Students learn to write well by engaging in the process.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their own ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to the student’s writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

So—what is helping, but not “excessive editing”?  The answer is simply questioning and cueing.  Examples:  “Is this word strong enough?  Interesting enough? Specific enough?”  “Can you think of another word that means the same thing?”  “Does this sentence seem awkward?”  “What exactly do you mean?”  “I do not understand what you are trying to say here; can you state it more clearly?”

These types of questions and statements are powerful aids in that they prompt students to think and write independently.

Fulton County Grading Scale:
A = 90-100			C=70=79
B = 80-89			F=69 and below

Grading Policies:  Assessment of each student will be based on the quality of work produced to meet the standards for the course.  A list of graded assignments and their weights follow:

Unit tests/performance assessments		25%
Writing assignments				25%
Class work and homework			15%
Projects/presentations				10%
Quizzes					10%
Final exam					15%

Extra Help:  Extra help may be obtained either before or after school by appointment.  Before school, extra help may be scheduled beginning at 7:45 A.M.  After school, extra help may be scheduled from 3:45 to 4:15 P.M.  This must be arranged in advance with at least 24 hours notice.  It is the student’s responsibility to request extra help.

Message to Parents:  Please feel free to contact me.  The most direct way to reach me is through my email:  siwyj@fultonschools.org.  I will do my best to respond to you within 24 hours.
Students, I look forward to working with you this year.

Janet L. Siwy
TAG Department
NHS Adviser
Centennial High School















PLEASE BE SURE TO COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS SIGNATURE PAGE BY MONDAY, AUGUST 22ND. 

HINT:  This is your first homework assignment so be sure to follow through.


STUDENT AND PARENT INFORMATION PAGE
Siwy, 10th Honors Lit/Comp.

Statement of agreement:

We have read the syllabus and understand the policies, procedures, and objectives as stated therein.


____________________________________	______________________________
Student Name (Please print)				Student Signature & Date



____________________________________	______________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please print)		Parent/Guardian Signature & Date




CONTACT INFORMATION


_________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian daytime phone at which you would like to receive calls, if necessary, about your child’s performance in class.

_________________________________________________
Alternate/additional parent/guardian daytime phone 


_________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian email address at which you would prefer to receive notices about your child’s performance in class.


__________________________________________________
Student email address, optional


 



