Centennial High School 
Social Studies Department Syllabus 

Course: Current Issues   

                 Ms. Hager Sharkasi / Sharkasih@fultonschools.org 
Room#: H-61

Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings from 7:45 – 8:30; afternoon hours available by appointment. (If there are no students taking advantage of make-up opportunities and no students present for extra help, office hours may be cancelled at the discretion of the teacher.) Any missed tests or quizzes need to be made up during these times. 

Materials required: one inch three ring binder, paper, pen/pencil. 

Items I would love to have ( (not required): Tissue 
Course Overview: In this course, students will have the opportunity to study, in depth, major national and international issues that face the American people.  Issues such as education reform, abuse of drugs, violence, attempts at censorship, foreign policy and the death penalty are among those that might be studied.  Students will engage in discussions, role-playing activities, debates, and other class activities.  This course focuses heavily on active student participation.  The content of the course will be constantly evolving as the contemporary world changes around us. 

Grading Policy:

Throughout the semester projects, homework assignments, quizzes, and participation grades will be awarded to the student.  Students who are absent cannot earn participation points.  The final grade will be calculated according to the following.  

Participation/Class work 

25%

Grading: 90+   = A
Tests/Projects/Research papers
45%


     89-80 = B
Quizzes /Homework 


15%


     79-70 = C
Final 




15%


     69 or less =F
     

· If you should miss an exam or a graded assignment, you have two (2) days to make arrangements with the teacher to make-up the work.  If you fail to do so, you will receive a zero for the assignment.

Classroom Rules:
1. Respect yourself and others. Disrespect will not be tolerated. Eating and drinking (aside from water) are not allowed. Vandalism to the classroom or school property will result in administrative consequences. 

2. Class time is learning time. Outside entertainment, make-up and other hygiene products that cause a distraction will be confiscated and held until a detention is served. Ask questions which are off the subject or pertain to your personal situation before or after class. Being tardy will result in the consequence determined by the administration. There is an extended passing period to use the restroom. Please do not ask to use the bathroom, unless it is an emergency.

3. Come to class prepared. Borrowing paper, pens, pencils, etc. will result in a lowered participation grade. Students may not borrow these items from the teacher. 

Policies:

1. This is a senior elective course.  This means you all have chosen to take this class.  I fully expect each of you to participate in all activities, simulations, and research projects.  Failure to do so will result in a loss of points and a lower overall grade. Students should never be found working on other classes assignments. This will count against your participation grade!!!!! 

2.Students will be considered tardy if they are not inside the classroom when the bell rings. Multiple tardies will result in detention. 
3. Work turned in after the time it is collected will be accepted for 1/2 credit. After 1day it will not be accepted. It is the responsibility for students who are absent to obtain and return work based on the number of days they are absent.
4. Long-term assignments are due on the date assigned. If the student is absent, assignments are due on the date that the student returns to school.

5. Tests must be made up as soon as students return to school. Students can come in during normal office hours or make an appointment. Any test that is not made up within the numbers of days that a student is absent will be a 0. 

6. Cheating will not be tolerated. If caught cheating on, or talking, during a quiz or test, a 0 will be received and the parents of the student(s) involved will be notified. An honor code violation will be pursued. Students who are in possession of another students work will be considered cheating; a "0" will be received on that assignment. Do not give work to another student to bring to class. Work should be turned in personally or placed in my mailbox in the main office. 

7. Wikipedia – Wikipedia is not an appropriate source for academic use. Any use of Wikipedia is strictly prohibited and credit will not be given for any information which comes from Wikipedia.

Recovery: Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low cumulative grade (74 or below) will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. 

Centennial H. S --- Social Studies Department plagiarism policy


Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author. Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

***Questionable passages will be evaluated using online and software designed to find plagiarism.***   

Syllabus Verification 

This form should be signed by the student and the parent/guardian and returned by Friday. 

I have read and understand the course syllabus and behavior expectations of this course. 

______________________________   

______________________________


Student Name 




Parent/Guardian Name

_____________________________


______________________________


Student Signature 




Parent/Guardian Signature 

____________________________



Date 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Contact Information 

Parent/Guardian name: ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail address(es):

___________________________________     __________________________________

Parent/Guardian work and home phone numbers: 

Name: _____________ Home: _______________  Work/Cell: _________________

Name: _____________ Home: _______________  Work/Cell: _________________

Is there anything we should know about your student or your family situation in order to better teach him or her?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Movie/Video Permission: 

Movies and documentaries relating to class topics may be used. Some of these movies may be rated R for a variety of reasons. Please Check one of the following. 

_______ YES,  my child has permission to watch  such movies/documentaries. 

_______ No, my child does not have permission to watch such movies/documentaries. 

If you have any questions please email me!  

