
Speech and Forensics I
Course Syllabus 2011-2012
Instructor: Ms. Allison Scenna Room G-56

Contact Information: Ms. Scenna can be reached by email at scennaA@fultonschools.org
Debate Practice Days: Monday and Thursday mornings at 7:30. If students need to stay after school for debate for any reason, they MUST clear it with me first! 

Course Description: This course is designed for the student who is interested in public speaking and argumentation. I will include and encourage analysis of current controversial issues, methods & materials of research, evidence, applied logic and reasoning, construction of debate cases, audience analysis, and the use of strategy in debate. We will begin with basic speech/presentation skills, and then we will progress to argumentation. Research and preparation will focus around the current high school debate topic, as materials are readily available from a variety of sources. Competition and tournament participation will allow students to practice their skills.

Participation Requirements: This class is a performance based class and is designed to assist you in becoming a better public speaker and debater. Because of this fact, each member of the class is required to attend at least one (1) tournament per semester. There are NO exceptions to this rule. Simply participating will ensure that you receive at least a B in the class. Your attitude, behavior, dress, round reports, and punctuality will determine your grade from there. This is an important part of your development as a debater and an advanced thinker. 

Like other performance classes, debate requires performance with other people who have prepared. For that reason you will also be required to attend at least six rounds of competition; the easiest way to reach this goal is through tournament participation. If you cannot attend one tournament, you will be allowed to make up one round a week before school Tuesdays and Thursdays. You must schedule this in advance with Ms Scenna. For competition, you must maintain eligibility and be prepared on the Monday before the tournament. Extra time before or after school will be provided for preparation if competing.  

2011-2012 NFL Policy Debate topic:
Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase its exploration and/or development of space beyond the Earth’s mesosphere.

In addition to the above, students will receive instruction pertaining to organizations governing competitive debate (including the National Forensics League) and tournament protocol(s).  Part of this class will teach students the fundamentals of debate. Debate theory will be taught in the context of what is practiced in interscholastic debate.



Course Objectives: 
1.) Familiarize students with the intricacies of debate and the rules and regulations that govern each genre of debate.
2.) Develop writing skills used for and against issues in value and policy debate.
3.) Develop critical thinking skills through analysis of issues relating to value and policy debate.
4.) Develop research skills
5.) Practice and strengthen public speaking skills through multiple class speeches.
6.) Determine strengths and/or weaknesses of evidence.
7.) Develop oral advocacy and refutation skills.

Class Expectations:
As I have mentioned above, this class is a performance based class. As such, the class depends on the dedicated participation of its members. Therefore, I expect full participation and preparedness during class at all times. 

1.) You will do every speech and debate round assigned.
2.) You will follow classroom rules and show respect to both the teacher and fellow classmates. There is NO excuse for rude behavior.
3.) You will be prepared to give all oral assignments on the assigned day. If you are not prepared (i.e., not having your case, not bringing all materials to class, etc.) you will not receive credit for the assignment. No extra time will be given for oral presentations…You must understand that, by your lack of preparedness, you are being VERY rude to your debate partner/opponent.
4.) All written/internet assignments must be turned in (or posted) on time. If a major assignment is late, you will earn 50% until the assignment is turned in or one day has passed. NO minor assignments will be accepted after they are 1 day late. 
5.) All talking is to cease when the teacher enters the room/is talking to the class/is standing in front of the room ready to speak. If you need to comment or have a question, please raise your hand.

Participating in class discussions: Arguments, strategies, research, and our collective understanding of debate are all substantially improved when all members of the class participate in discussions.  It is your job as a member of the class to participate, pay attention, and not distract others.  It will be noted when a student is disruptive to others and the natural flow of the class. The instructor reserves the right to remove said persons from second semester participation. 
Grading: 
Round Reports: These will involve comprehensive details and information about EVERY round that you attend all year long.  The grade assigned for these round reports will be assigned based on reaching a certain level of quality for each and every round attended.  If someone never turns in a round report - either by not doing one or by not attending a single tournament - then they will receive a 0 in this category.  

Research Assignments: Throughout the year, students will be participating in several research assignments that will provide the basis for either in-class debates or speeches. It is the job of each and every member of the class to volunteer and make sure they have an assignment.  If you fail to turn in an assignment it will be assumed that you simply failed to do one because it is your job to make sure that you have one.  Assignments will be graded based upon preparedness, effort, and improvement throughout the year.  

Research Groups: During the year research groups will be established where the older and more experienced members of groups will not be given assignments but instead will be given the job of working with younger and less experienced members of the class in an attempt to increase individual feedback and improve the quality file and block writing.  These efforts will be factored into the overall Research Assignment grade.

ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK:
 It is the student’s responsibility to make up any work missed during an absence. Credit will be given for make-up work according to published school policy. Students will arrange to make up missed tests and quizzes within one week after returning to school except in cases of extended absence. In case of absence, the student is responsible for making up all of his or her work. I will be available before school most mornings and afternoons in the English Department office. Make-ups must be scheduled with the teacher in advance.  Parents may call 770-650-4230 to arrange a mutually convenient time for conferences.

Review Tests: Once we cover major issues or subjects a test will be given that covers those subjects.  These, for the most part, are to measure where you all are in terms of understanding. Because students don't speak up when they fall behind, these tests will be used to measure the need to continue reviewing or move on.
 
Content Quizzes: These are optional throughout the year, as determined by me.  They will often be given days after lectures in which attention seems to have been low or non-existent.  If one pays attention in class and takes decent notes then most quizzes will be incredibly simple. 
Grading:
Formal speeches/formal debates					20%                             Writing Assignments (Round Reports, research assignments, etc)	15%                  Homework/Daily Grades/Quizzes					15%                                        Participation/Preparedness						10%                                 Tests									20%                                 Final Exam								20%
Final Exam will be averaged as 20% of final class grade. If tournament or class attendance becomes a problem, additional research and debate hours must be documented on an individual basis.

Supplies:
     Students will need to have and bring to class with them EVERY DAY:  
· Different colored pens (red & black/blue) for writing.  
· One ream of copy paper* Please bring one at beginning of year! We will be doing a lot of printing and will need the copy paper to accommodate all of our research! 
· Notebook for handouts
· Legal pads will be used in class; the student should supply them.
· A timer. I suggest one that can be purchased from any supermarket for $3.00.

RECOVERY POLICY:
Centennial HS and Fulton County have a specific Recovery Guideline – 
CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL GUIDELINES:
Recovery is available to students with a cumulative grade below 74% after a minimum of two (2) major grades.  The maximum grade a student can earn for a recovery activity is 70%. There will be only one recovery opportunity per failed major assignment or test. The individual teacher will determine the means of recovery. THE STUDENT MUST INITIATE THE PROCESS WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS OF NOTIFICATION OF A FAILING GRADE ON A MAJOR  ASSIGNMENT/TEST.
English Department Plagiarism Statement:

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:
·        using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation
·        using the work of another student (e.g. copying homework, composition, or project)
·        using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

* A note about what constitutes “excessive editing”:  Students learn to write well by doing just that, writing.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to students’ writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

So – what is helping, but is NOT excessive editing?  The answer is: questioning and cueing.  For example: “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?”  “Can you think of another word that would fit better?”  “Does this sentence seem awkward?”  “I don’t understand what you are trying to say here; can you say it more clearly?” “This sentence has a powerful verb; can you find one as powerful for that other sentence?” These kinds of questions and statements allow the students to think and write independently.  Students should be allowed to find their own voices and to develop their own writing skills.  

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation.  Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code. Students should be aware that teachers will use turnitin.com to check each paper for evidence of plagiarism. 
       COMPUTER NETWORK POLICY: Violation or misuse of the computer network is a major disciplinary infraction. Students are prohibited from:
1.        unauthorized/unsupervised use of the computer network;
2.        shelling-out to network directories;
3.        adding software packages of any kind to the network;
4.        causing damage to the network environment
Failing to adhere to any of these policies will result in an automatic write-up and possible removal from the second semester of the course. Please be mindful of how you use CHS computers. 

Unit Outlines

Unit One—What Makes A Good Speech? An Introduction to Public Speaking
Essential Questions: What makes a speech “good?”  Why is effective public speaking considered a tool for lifelong success? What effect does audience anticipation or involvement have on the speaking “moment?” How do visual aids turn a good speech into a great one? By the end of the unit, students will be expected to give one formal speech using visual aids to the class. 


Unit Two—Policy Debate 
Topics and Assignments: policy debate and structure; how to judge. Students will begin mini-debates to adjust to the structure of policy debate. Students will also learn the basics of judging debates and will be participating in judging their classmates’ practice debates. By the end of the unit, students will be expected to participate in at least one formal policy debate and the judging of one formal debate. 


Unit Three—Extemporaneous Debate and Lincoln Douglass Debate
Topics and Assignments: Students will begin their formal research assignments and will be responsible for formal policy debates on their chosen topic. Also, students will learn another debate format—the Lincoln Douglass debate. By the end of the unit, students will complete three formal extemporaneous debates and one formal Lincoln-Douglass debate. 

Unit Four—Public Forum Debate
Description taken from the National Forensics League website: Public Forum Debate is audience friendly debate. Two pairs (teams) debate monthly controversial topics ripped from newspaper headlines. Rounds begin with a coin toss between the competing teams to determine side and order (Pro-Con or Con-Pro). Public Forum tests skills in argumentation, cross-examination, and refutation.

Speech and Forensics: 2011-2012
Return this page for a grade by Friday!

Period	_________________________________		

Name of student	______________________________________________________________________

Name you like to be called	_____________________________________________________________

Student email address	____________________________________________________________________

If you attended Centennial last semester, who was your English teacher?	___________________________

Grade you expect to earn in this class	_____________________________________________________

Plans after high school: __________________________________________________________________

· I have read and understand the Speech and Forensics syllabus outlining the course content, classroom policy, rules, grading procedure, and recovery policy.
· I understand that plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code violation.
· I understand that it is my responsibility to keep my parents/guardians abreast of my current average.
· I’ve recorded Ms. Scenna’s email address.  
· I understand that assignments will be posted on CHS.hub and I will check if I miss class.   
· I understand that extra help is available according to the schedule outlined in the syllabus, assuming I put forth diligent effort on a daily basis.
· I have saved an electronic copy of the syllabus or requested a paper copy.     

Student signature	_______________________________________________	Date	________________

· I, too, have read and understand the Speech and Forensics syllabus outlining the course content, classroom policy, rules, grading procedure, and recovery policy.
· I understand the student is to keep a record of his/her grades and keep me informed.
· I’ve recorded Ms. Scenna’s email address.  
· I have saved an electronic copy of the syllabus or requested a paper copy.     

Name of parent / guardian	______________________________________________________________

Relationship to student	_________________________________________________________________

Parent /guardian email address 	_________________________________________________________			
Language spoken at home (if other than English)	____________________________________________

Parent / guardian signature	______________________________________	Date	________________







	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



