World History I 
Syllabus
Centennial High School 
770-650-4230

Room H-69
Dr. Ruther
e-mail:  ruther@fultonschools.org
Course Description:  This course focuses on the development of world civilizations from their early beginnings to the present. Students should acquire knowledge of the transition from primitive to advanced societies and recognize basic elements found in all civilizations.  The course will present an overview of important political, geographic, economic social and cultural factors to help students gain an understanding of the past and an awareness of the contributions of many early peoples.

Text:    World History: Patterns of Interaction Replacement Cost: $ 65.00

Course of Study:   Units based on the Georgia Performance Standards in Social Studies.
Fall Semester

Unit 1: Rise of Civilizations in Asia, Africa and Europe

Unit 2: New Empires Emerge
Unit 3: Transition to the Modern World

Unit 4: Worlds Collide

Spring Semester

Unit 5: Revolution

Unit 6: Industrial Revolution, Imperialism and 

Nationalism

Unit 7: The World at War

Unit 8: Globalization: Interconnected and Interdependent

Goals:     

The student will:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the fundamentals of social studies.

2. Learn to apply the skills necessary for processing information.

3. Make informed and reasoned decisions.

4. Demonstrate an awareness of and respect for cultural diversity.

5. Demonstrate democratic principles and actively participate in civic processes.

6. Evaluate the nature of the global community.

Course Requirements:   


-complete and hand in ALL assignments ON TIME


-participate in class activities and discussions


-keep a well organized notebook or folder


-successful completion of all assignments, projects, quizzes and tests

-successful completion of a comprehensive final exam

Evaluation:   All graded work will be given a point value.  The more important an assignment is – the greater number of points it will be worth.  Students will earn points depending on the correctness and completeness of their work.  Each student’s points will be totaled and divided by the total number of possible points to determine their numerical average.  School progress reports will be sent home approximately every 6 weeks.  Graded assignments will include quizzes, homework, worksheets, projects, presentations and tests.  Assignments will be accepted late only in the case of excused absence.  Any work, which is not handed in on time, or work missed due to absence – and not made up – will receive a grade of zero.   Major tests will be composed of multiple choice and essay questions.   A comprehensive final exam will be administered. The final exam will comprise approximately 15%-25% of the total semester grade.  Students’ grades will be posted and available via Parent Connect throughout the semester. 
Communications:  Students and parents are encouraged to communicate via e-mail.  Dr. Ruther is available for conferences with students or parents from 7:30 – 8:30 AM most morning and after school most days by appointment.  Students may schedule make-up work between 7:30 – 8:30 AM most days.  Please let me know in advance so I won’t make any other plans.  Tuesday mornings are for faculty meetings.   Dr Ruther’s planning period is 1st period.
Make-up Work:  It is the student’s responsibility to make up work missed due to absence.  Please read and follow the Centennial High School policy in your Agenda.  Remember, you must contact the teacher within 24 hours of your return to school to schedule make-up work.  If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment will be due on the day he/she returns to school.

Recovery: Recovery: The intent of the Recovery Policy is to assist students by providing opportunities to master the course objectives. It is the student’s responsibility to request a recovery plan from the instructor. Please refer to the Student Agenda Book for more information about Recovery. 
Centennial H. S --- Social Studies Department plagiarism policy


Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author. Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

*** Questionable passages will be evaluated using online and software designed to find plagiarism. ***   

Class Policies:   

1. All school policies and rules as stated in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.

2. Students are expected to arrive in class punctually, prepared and ready to participate.  

Students should bring textbook, pen, pencil and paper to class everyday.

3. Students are expected to treat everyone in the classroom in a respectful and courteous manner.

4. No food, drink, personal grooming or profanity is allowed in the classroom.

5. Restroom and water fountain breaks are to be taken between classes.  Students will only be allowed to leave the classroom for emergency situations.

6. The individual student must schedule conferences, extra help and make-up sessions with the teacher.   Students are encouraged to contact the teacher via email when they are absent or have questions.

7. Students who do not adhere to class policies may be subject to disciplinary action including verbal reprimands, phone call to parents, detention or referral to the appropriate administrator.

Syllabus Verification Form- World History   2011-2012
This form should be signed by student and parent and returned to World History Class, Room H-69 by Friday.    

I have read and understand the syllabus for World History.

________________________________________________________________________

Print name







Period

________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature

________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
Home phone number 



