Advanced Placement World History 			Centennial High School
Teacher:  Gary S. Ruther Ph.D. 				(770) 650-4230
Ruther@fultonschools.org
Course Description: Advanced Placement World History is a two semester course taking the place of regular World History in the Fulton County Public Schools Social Studies sequence.  AP World History was designed by the College Board to provide students the opportunity to earn college credits in the High School.  Because it is a college level course, the students will be expected to perform at a higher academic level than the average.  Detailed information about the AP Program and the College Board is available on the internet at:  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com
Historical Periodization:
I. to 600 B.C.E.		5%			2 weeks
II. 600 B.C.E to 600 C.E. 	15%			7 weeks
III. 600 C.E. to 1450 		20%			7weeks
IV. 1450-1750			20%			7weeks
V. 1750-1900			20%			6 weeks
VI. 1900 to present		20%			6 weeks

Historical Thinking Skills:
I. Historical Argumentation-
a. address a question through the construction of an argument.  
b. The argument must have a clear, comprehensive and analytical thesis and be supported by historical evident.    
c. The student must use relevant historical evidence-identify, describe and evaluate historical evidence.
II. Chronological Reasoning
a. Historical Causation
b. Patterns of Change and Continuity Over Time.
c. Periodization-describe, analyze, evaluate and construct models of historical Periodization that historians use to categorize discrete blocks and identify turning points.
III. Comparison and Contextualization:
a. identify, compare and evaluate multiple perspectives on  a given historical experience
b. describe, compare and evaluate multiple historical developments within one society, one or more developments across or between societies  and various chronological and geographical contexts.
c. Contextualization involves the ability to connect historical developments to specific circumstances of time and place.
IV. Historical Interpretation and Synthesis
a. describe, analyze evaluate and create diverse interpretations of the past.
b. Synthesis involves the ability to arrive at meaningful and persuasive understanding of the pas by applying all of the other historical skills and by drawing appropriately from different fields of inquiry.
Themes:
The AP World History course requires students to engage with the dynamics of continuity and change across the historical periods that are included in the course.  Students should be taught to analyze the processes and causes involved in these continuities and changes. In order to do so, students and teachers should focus on FIVE overarching themes which serve throughout the course as unifying threads, helping students to put what is particular about each period or society into a larger framework. The themes also provide ways to make comparisons over time and facilitate cross-period questions. Each theme should receive approximately equal attention over the course of the year.
1. Interaction between humans and the environment
• Demography and disease
• Migration
• Patterns of settlement
• Technology
2. Development and interaction of cultures
• Religions
• Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies
• Science and technology
• The arts and architecture
3. State-building, expansion, and conflict
• Political structures and forms of governance
• Empires
• Nations and nationalism
• Revolts and revolutions
• Regional, transregional, and global structures and organizations
4. Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems
• Agricultural and pastoral production
• Trade and commerce
• Labor systems
• Industrialization
• Capitalism and socialism
5. Development and transformation of social structures
• Gender roles and relations
• Family and kinship
• Racial and ethnic constructions
• Social and economic classes

The themes serve throughout the course as unifying threads, helping students to put what is particular about each period or society into a larger framework.  They also provide ways to make comparisons over time.  
Office Hours: I am available most mornings between 7:30 and 8:30.  I am here after school most days.  I am unavailable Tuesday mornings due to faculty meetings.  Please let me know if you want to see me after school so I will not make other plans.  

Instructional Materials:  Students are responsible for all assigned readings in the textbook, The Earth and Its Peoples, by Richard Bulliet et.al., Boston:  Houghton Mifflin; 5th AP ed., 2011.  The cost of the textbook is $75.00. 
Additionally, Students will be required to utilize resources for the textbook supplied by the teacher.
The teacher will supply students with a variety of primary and secondary sources during the course to supplement text readings. 
Students are required to keep track of and care for the book assigned to them.  They are also responsible for extra classroom readings and material used in class.  A notebook is required.  The notebook is an invaluable aid for keeping track of objectives, assignments and class notes.  It will also be an excellent guide for studying for Unit and Final Tests. 

Classroom Procedures:
1. Be in your seat with notebook, paper, and pen  when the bell rings. 
2. Eat, drink, and use the restroom before or after class.  Water is allowed in class.
3.    Hair combed, hygiene in order before or after class.  
4.    Remain quiet and attentive during instruction.
5.    Praise, respect, and protect one another.

Tardy policy:  Students are encouraged to be ON TIME and to have the appropriate materials when they come to class.  Students are expected to be IN their seats when the tardy bell rings.  The tardy policy of this class reflects the policy of Centennial High School.  The first tardy will result in a warning, the second, a parent notification and the third tardy will result in a detention.  Subsequent tardiness will be handled as a discipline referral.  All policies and procedures detailed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in this class.  Please read the agenda carefully.

Detention:  Detentions are a consequence for students who disrupt the learning in the class.  I conduct teacher detentions in Room H-69 on an as needed basis.  Detentions are to be served the day after they are assigned.  Other arrangements should be made with me.


Grading Policy:  
0. Tests: Students must take tests if present on the day of the test, absence 1 or 2 days before an announced test does not excuse the student from the test.  There will be at least 4 unit tests during the semester.  We will proceed with the material in the order it is presented on the class website.  These tests will follow the model of the actual College Board exam with between 40 and 55 multiple choice questions. They will be partially cumulative of all information covered up to that point in the course. All students must earn at least a 50% on all tests, students earning less than 50% are required to complete a remediation program & redo the test until they get at least 50% of the questions correct, until this is done the test will be treated as a missing assignment and  a zero will be entered into the grade book.  This zero will be replaced with the new score with-in one week of successful completion of the test and remediation program.   Test will count for 30% of the final grade.
0. Final Exam: A comprehensive final will be given at the end of the semester which will include 50 multiple choice questions and three essays – 15% of the grade
0. Performance Assessments: this will include projects done in and out of class, 30% of grade
2. Writing: The ability to write an effective essay is CRITICAL for success in the course, therefore several we be assigned.  These writing assignments will utilize the College Board rubric for the three free response questions found on the AP Exam
0. Learning Activities (15% of final grade)
3. Homework: This will include the creation of flash cards which analyze each human community studied from the perspective of the 5 AP themes addressed in the course overview, primary source readings, and a variety of other tasks completed at home. 
3. Activities,
1. Class work: A variety of in class projects will be given to reinforce and highlight the AP themes present in the historical narrative. 
1. Notebook: Students are required to keep a well organized notebook for this class.  
1. Announced and unannounced quizzes on geography will be given frequently.
1. Formative Assessments
3. This will include regular quizzes and daily verbal assessment.

B:   Recovery Policy*:  Any student with an average of 74 or below at the end of the 6 or 12 week grading period may be eligible for a recovery plan designed to provide an additional opportunity for mastery of the course objectives.  It is the student’s responsibility to request a recovery plan from the instructor.  The components of recovery are listed below.  
1. All assigned work must be completed in order for a student to be eligible for recovery.  (i.e., no zeros in the grade book.)
2. Students should make an appointment to request recovery by completing and submitting a “Request for Recovery” form to the teacher within 3 days of learning of the 74 or below grade.
3. The nature of the recovery assignment is to be determined by the teacher and may consist of a test, research project, report, etc., designed to show the student’s master of the course objectives.
4. Recovery work must be completed in the time period designated by the teacher.
5. No recovery assignments will be made during the last two weeks of the semester.  Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
*FCBOE Policy will supercede any information about Recovery.

CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement:
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  
Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  
 	Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  
Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  

National AP Exam:  There will be a national AP Final Exam given May 17, 2012 at 8:00 AM.   Students enrolled in AP World History must take the National Exam.  A passing grade of 3 or higher on the AP test may result in college credit.

Parents: Conferences concerning academic/behavioral progress are welcome at any time during the semester.  My planning period is first period.  Please call the school to set up a conference or to leave me a note to call you in the evening.  Email is the most effective way to communicate with the teacher. (ruther@fultonschools.org) 


  



Syllabus Verification Form-AP World History
Dr. Ruther
2011-2012

This form should be signed by student and parent and returned to Dr. Ruther as soon as possible.    

I have read and understand the syllabus for Advanced Placement World History


________________________________________________________________________
Print name								Period


________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature



________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature		Home phone number 			Email
