Course Syllabus- 10th Grade- Literature and Composition 
                          Instructor- Mrs. Anne Rigsbey
                                rigsbey@fultonschools.org
Help Sessions: 8:00-8:30 am in I23 B and after school by appointment 
Education is not filling a bucket, but lighting a fire.
                                                                                                                          -William B. Yeats  

The content standards for this course are clustered by strands. 
 Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/Speaking/Viewing.  Tenth Grade Literature and Composition will continue to build on the reading language curriculum established in ninth grade.  Throughout this year-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of literature and language and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through tasks and assessments.

Reading and Literature:  Focusing on a study of literary themes, students develop an understanding that the theme of a work of literature is what relates literature to life, and that common themes recur across diverse works of literature.  Students will read, interpret, and analyze informational material such as newspaper articles, editorials, and magazine and journal articles.  They will also analyze themes and structure in fiction, including short stories, novels, and drama.

Reading Across the Curriculum:  to encourage students to become life-long readers, the curriculum includes standards that address both academic and personal habits of reading. In the English language arts classroom,students will learn the vocabulary of literature, writing, and listening, speaking, and viewing. 

Writing:  Persuasive writing is the focus for tenth grade; however, students will continue to produce narratives, poems, informal essays, and technical documents. Students will use research and technology to support reading and writing. 

Conventions:  Students will demonstrate their control of the rules of English, focusing on the correct use of clauses, phrases, and the mechanics of punctuation.  Sentence construction and usage will continue to be a focus for tenth grade literature. 

Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  Students will continue to develop their critical listening skills.  Through presentations and interactions with the teacher and other students, they will apply effective speaking techniques in small and large group settings.  The viewing standards will enable students to develop media literacy skills through the examination of contemporary texts including television, radio, film, and electronic media.

Texts:  AGS: Exploring Literature($16.50), Longman: Focus on Grammar($33.75), Great Source: Write Ahead/Inside Writing Program, Prentice Hall: Timeless Voices,Timeless Themes, Of Mice and Men($16.65), Lord of the Flies, Catcher in the Rye($14.65)

Classroom Rules 
1. All  school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom. 
1. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect. 
2. Arrive to class on time. 
3. All materials must be brought daily:  notebook, paper, agenda, blue/black pen 

Students who do not comply with the guidelines above may receive a detention or an administrative referral.

                    Required Materials: A three ring binder with dividers, paper, pens, pencils, student agenda

Grading Policy:
  Grades will be based on total points received out of total possible, weighted by category. 
· Tests/Projects = 25% 
· Compositions (essays, research paper, etc.) = 25% 
· Daily Grades (homework, journals, reading logs, etc.) = 15% 
1. Quizzes = 15% 
· Final Exam = 20%    
Percentage grades are valued according to the Fulton County grading scale as follows:

100-90 = A
89-80 = B
79-70 = C
69 or below = failing    

                                                    
Absences and Make-up Work 
1. All work must be made up in a timely manner with an excused absence note.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of a "0" for the assignment(s). 
·  It  is the student's responsibility to request any work that was missed. 
1. The student must also arrange a time with the teacher within 3 days after returning to school to make up tests or quizzes. 


Late Work

1. Homework and daily assignments will not be accepted late if the student was in school. 
1. Late penalties of 10 points off per day will apply to papers and major projects.      

Recovery Policy will follow the guidelines in the CHS agenda.

                                                                        
CHS Plagiarism Statement:  Plagiarism is the use of another's words or ideas and the presentation as thought they are entirely ones own.   Acts of plagiarism might include: using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation, using the work of another student, using excessive editing suggestions of another student or author.  Plagiarism on any project at Centennial will result in a zero fro the assignment and possibly an honor code violation.







Welcome to Centennial High School.  I am looking forward to a productive year with you student.  I can be reached by phone at Centennial at 770 650-4230 ext 159.  I also can be reached by email at rigsbey@fultonschools.org.


I have read and received a copy of the syllabus for this course.

___________________________________________                                                ______________________________
signature of student                                                                                                        date

___________________________________________                                                ______________________________     
signature of parent                                                                                                           date                       


  


