Syllabus - Mr. Brett Porter 

H-57 E-Mail:  Porterb@fultonschools.org
AP United States History 
Course Description: AP US History is a year-long college level course that has been developed by the College Board.  It is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in US History.  The course prepares students for immediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by a full-year introductory college course.  Students should learn to assess historical materials and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  Reading, writing, and thinking critically are vital to success in this course. This course will fulfill the United States History requirement and will prepare you for the National AP exam in May as well as the Georgia End of Course test.
Textbook:  The enduring Vision. McDougal Littell. Cost – $79.00
Department plagiarism statement:  Plagiarism is the use of another’s words and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.)  Using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.)  Using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) Using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the honor code.
First Semester Topics:

1. Pre-Columbian Societies
2. Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings
3. Colonial North America
4. The American Revolutionary Era

5. The Early Republic 1789-1815

6. Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America

7. The transformation of Politics in Antebellum America

8. Religion, Reform, and Renaissance in Antebellum America

9. Territorial Expansion and Manifest Destiny

10. The Crisis of the Union
11. Civil War
12. Reconstruction

13. The Origins of the New South

14. Development of the West in the late 19th century

15. Industrial America in the late 19th century

16. Urban society in the late 19th century

17. Populism and Progressivism

Second Semester Topics:
1. The emergence of America as a World Power
2. The New Era: 1920s

3. The Great Depression and the New Deal

4. The Second World War

5. The Home front during the War

6. The U.S. and the early Cold War

7. The 1950s

8. The Turbulent 1960s

9. Politics and Economics and the end of the 20th century

10. Society and Culture at the end of the 20th century

11. The U.S. in the Post-Cold War world
Evaluation: Each student will receive a numerical grade on any graded assignment. These will include major tests, quizzes, current events, homework, and a number of writing assignments. A student’s final grade will be determined by the total number of points earned by a student divided by the total number of points that could have been earned by the student. The students will be told how much an assignment is worth at the time it is assigned. Second semester the EOCT will count as fifteen percent of your grade as mandated by the state.
The Fulton County Grading Scale is as follows:

A = 90-100; B = 80-90; C = 70-80; F = 69 and below

Class Participation and Extra Credit:
Class participation is critical in school. This is especially true for an AP level Social Studies class. Class participation will be a small portion of a student’s final grade.  As a rule, I do not give bonus work to raise a grade.  It is possible that on a few occasions, extra points may be available.  Those opportunities will be announced as they occur.
Make-up Work:
If a student misses an assignment, it is their responsibility to make up that work.  If a student fails to turn in an assignment on time they may turn it in at a later time in most cases. Ten points will be deducted for each day the assignment is late in most situations.  Certain projects and papers will not be allowed to be turned in late.  Any student who misses multiple days should see me to discuss make up work. This should be done immediately upon their return to school.  Failure to follow these guidelines will result in a zero.
Help Sessions:
If a student feels that they are having trouble with the material covered in class, I encourage them to talk to me. I should be in H-57 most mornings between 8:10am and 8:35am, and on most days, students should be able to find me after school.  Other times may be scheduled by talking to me. I also encourage you to e-mail me with questions.
Recovery Policy: 
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
Expectations and a note to parents:
Students should come to class and be ready to learn when the bell rings. This includes having their books, pencil or pen, paper, and any assignments when the bell rings. Students will also be expected to follow all school rules which are set forth in their agendas.  Please be familiar with these books. If you would like to talk to me, the school phone number is (770) 650-4230. I may also be reached at my E-mail address - Porterb@fultonschools.org. E-mail is the fastest and most reliable way to reach me. I would also like to encourage all parents to take advantage of the online gradebook (TAC).  Details are available from Centennial’s main office.
================================================================
I have read and understand all the material in this syllabus.  I agree to abide by the rules and guidelines set forth in this syllabus.
Student Signature _______________________________________________

Parent Signature _________________________________________________
Parents E-mail address -

