11th Grade American Literature & Composition

Ms. Pappas’ Fall 2011-Spring 2012
"You must be the change you wish to see in the world."   - Mahatma Gandhi
Introduction

Welcome to 11th Grade American Literature and Composition. In this course, you will be studying a wide range of works ranging from Native American literature to texts of the 20th century.  Fulton County Board of Education’s Course Overview states the following:
Focusing on a study of American Literature, the student develops an understanding of chronological context and the relevance of period structures in American Literature. The student develops an understanding of the ways the period of a work affects it structure and how the chronology of a work affects its meaning.
[image: image1.wmf]Please remember that this course outline is subject to change. Its purpose is to give you an idea of what you should expect from my class. When I make modifications to the syllabus during the course of the year, it is your responsibility to diligently make note of the changes. 

Websites

Ms. Pappas: http://skpappas.wordpress.com/
Class Expectations and Rules
1. Bring your textbook when I ask you to do so. Not bringing it will result in a low participation grade. 

2. I do not accept incomplete work. For example, if you do 9/10 questions on an assignment you will receive a zero on the assignment. If you annotate every page correctly in a packet but one, you will not receive credit.

3. I expect you to come to class prepared--always. Never forget to bring a pen, pencil, and paper to class. 

4. You must have your homework ready at the beginning of the class period on the day following the assignment date. No exceptions. Some days I check homework; some days I don’t check it but expect that it’s done.

5. Be considerate of your classmates and your teacher. Always maintain respect for yourself and for others.

6. Turn your work in on time. I will not accept work after the time I have asked for it (the next day). If you are absent, you will have one day for each day of absence to complete the make-up work. If you are absent on the day a paper is due, it is still your responsibility to get the composition to me that day. You may have to ask your friends and/or family for help on getting it to CHS on time. You will lose 10 points on your composition or project for everyday that it is late. I will not accept it after the 3rd day late (70/100). If you are absent on the day your group presents or when your project is due, you must either give me notice or have a doctor’s note.  I will not remind you of this policy. It’s your responsibility to know it by now.

7. Be organized. You must keep anything that I give you UNLESS I tell you that it’s okay to trash it. It’s more than likely that I will not have an additional handout that you need when you need it, so it’s your responsibility to have your materials with you at all times. Also, if you think you’ve done a homework assignment, and I don’t have it in my records, you can prove me wrong by showing me the assignment with the grade on it. If you don’t have it, it will sadly remain a zero in the grade book.
8. Be certain to maintain your file in the classroom. Most projects/compositions should not leave the classroom until the end of the semester/year unless you have my permission.
9. Academic dishonesty will never be tolerated. Your work should always be original. Any assignment that does not reflect your original work will receive a zero. In addition, disciplinarily action may include a referral to administration, ISS, Saturday School, parent conference, and exclusion from extracurricular activities. 

10. It is your responsibility to read the Honor Code of your CHS Agenda book immediately.
11. Please do not grab handouts or supplies off of my personal desks or my handouts table. Ask permission first.

12. If you need to use the restroom or water fountain, please write a pass (on your own paper) and hand it to me at an appropriate time. Once I sign it, you’re welcome to go. You may feel silly doing this as juniors, but it’s policy.

13. Please have a pleasant and positive attitude when you come to class. It will take you a long way.
 [image: image2.wmf]Please note that if you come to class unprepared, you are committing a great disservice against yourself and the class as a whole. I guarantee that you will enjoy the class much more if you do the work. 
Attendance and Make Up Work

Take a moment to write down the names and telephone numbers of two classmates. Having this information is especially helpful when you are missing for more than 1 day and are worried about getting behind. 

Name _____________________________________ Number/Email ___________________________

Name _____________________________________ Number/Email___________________________
What Did I Miss Yesterday?

We all miss school from time to time. My philosophy is that you are all responsible people who often have to make the decision to stay home for one reason or another. For legitimate absences, I don’t want you to feel guilty for missing class. 

It’s very important to me that you understand that our class always does something important while you were gone.  I insist that you get updated on class homework and discussions from a designated classmate (see above) as I am not responsible for repeating the lesson. Oftentimes, after your classmate has told you what you’ve missed, you will realize that you need a handout from me. Please wait until the end of the class period to ask me for these handouts, and be sure to listen to my announcements to previously absent students before class begins (if that occurs). 

Always refrain from asking me, “What did I miss?” as it not only delays me from beginning class or tending to other student issues but also gets overwhelming when I’m trying to get class started. Your first task is to find out from your classmate.  Lastly, do not grab things off of my handouts table unless I instruct you to do so—even if the handout you need is just within your reach. I appreciate your cooperation with keeping our class organized. 
Vocabulary

Your 50-word vocabulary list is attached to this syllabus.  While we will review vocabulary throughout the week, you are responsible for studying your vocabulary words independently—even words on the list that we didn’t cover in class.  The first quiz will only cover 10 words, and the rest of the quizzes will add 10 words each time—making quizzes cumulative.  Most quizzes will have 20 questions. 
Grades


Vocabulary Quiz Dates


Grammar Quiz Dates

Homework and Participation: 15%

VQ1: August 30th  



GQ1:  September 15th  
Final Exam: 15%



VQ2: September 20th  



GQ2: October 6th  
Quizzes: 20%




VQ3: October 11th  



GQ3: November 10th  
Compositions: 25%



VQ4: November 15th  



GQ4: December 8th  
Unit Exams: 25%



VQ5: December 13th  



Pre-test: August 18th   









 


Post-test: December 15th 
Recovery Policy

Quoted directly from the policy:

Provision for Improving Grades

1.
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

2.
Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Tenative Course Outline for 1st semester Fall 2011
Here is a sample of the variety of texts and units that we may discuss this semester:
	Unit One: Persuasive Essay and GHSWT

	Handouts
Essay

	Unit Two: The Quest for An American Literature


	Timeless Voices (Beginnings-1750)

Native American Legend:

“The Earth on the Turtle’s Back”


“When Grizzlies Walked Upright”

The First Settlers: 

from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano

Puritanism:


“Huswifery” & “To My Dear and Loving Husband”


from Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God


The Crucible


	Unit Three:  The Birth of a Nation


	Timeless Voices (A Nation is Born cont’d and A Growing Nation (1800-1870)
Age of Reason:


FromThe Autobiography 


“Letter to Her Daughter From the New White House”


“Letters from an American Farmer”

Romanticism:

The Devil and Tom Walker


The Fall of the House of Usher


The Raven

	Unit Four: Summary and Response Essay


	Becoming an analytical reader:

Each student is given pre-assigned essay on which to analyze like an “analytical reader.”


	Unit Five: Imagination and the Human Spirit


	Timeless Voices (A Growing Nation cont’d)

Transcendentalism: 

from Nature

from Walden


“A Noiseless Patient Spider”


“I Hear America Singing”


“The Snowstorm”


First Semester Possible Major Assignments:
· Persuasive Essay 
· Modern-day Crucible project 

· Summary and Response Essay –This may change depending on the substitute teacher’s preference. 
Second Semester Possible Major Assignments
Be Prepared for Modernism, Harlem Renaissance, and Postmodernism:

· Ethan Frome project
· Research Paper

· Great Gatsby  Portfolio
Book Cost
Timeless Voices Literature Book : $65.00
Grammar Book: $25.00
Supplemental Books: $15.00

Contact
pappass@fultonschools.org 
Office Hours

My office hours are after school by appointment in H-46.  I’m happy to help you when you need it!
Pappas’ Style Sheet & Guide to Constructive Comments

Among positive comments and helpful suggestions, your graded paper may reflect some of these abbreviations. Several of them are consistent with all teachers, and others are invented by yours truly. Connect the abbreviation with the corresponding comment and revise your errors. Clarity is the goal! 

Words

· WC- This word choice is not appropriate for your grade level. Use higher-level language in appropriate places. In some cases, the word choice you picked may be a synonym for a better word. For example, “good” is a synonym for “superior.” Superior is a better choice in most cases.  

· Wordy-Eliminate wordiness in your paper. Instead of saying, “Smith makes more additional mistakes,” you should eliminate the word more. 

· Text-Why r u using text message language in an essay?

Grammar

· Readability-Mistakes in grammar and/or spelling significantly impact the readability of your paper. 

· D/H-Note that there is a difference between a dash (—) and a hyphen (-).

· S/V- Issues in subject/verb agreement

· NCWCC-(No commas with correlative conjunction) A comma is not necessary between correlative conjunctions (example: You have achieved not only success but also fame.)

· RO= run-on

· F= fragment

· MOD- modifier issue (misplaced or dangling)

Thesis

· BadArg-These arguments do not support the thesis statement. 

· AP (address prompt)-This paper avoids answering the prompt. Revise the essay prompt into one question. Does your paper answer that question? 

· TU-(thesis unsupported) This paper does not have enough support to prove the thesis statement.

· CT- (closed thesis statement) Thesis statement is closed. A closed thesis statement is when the writer states his main idea and all of his arguments. An open thesis statement is when the writer states his main idea, but does not reveal all of his arguments. Open thesis statements are hard to control, but some teachers prefer that you use them. Some teachers liked closed thesis statements. I prefer a happy medium: Write an open thesis statement with a structured direction. Ask for Pappas’ Thesis Statement Sheet for future help with this area.

· TO-Thesis statement is too open.

· AT?-Your paper does not seem to have a thesis statement. This will be a huge problem for your paper.

Transitions

· NT-(needs transition) Your paper needs effective transitions. 

· UTS-(use transitional sentences instead of words) Transitional words should be used in the paragraph to link sentences together; transitional sentences should help link one paragraph to another (or one topic to another). 

Length

· LR-(length requirement) The paper does not fit length requirement. Review the essay’s guidelines sheet. It’s either too long or too short.

Writing Style

· AWK- Awkward sentence construction makes the paper hard to read. 

· VS-(vague statement) This statement is vague. It should be integrated in the paper with your own words or writing style in order to carry meaning. 

· TS-(tense shift) You should be in the literary present tense. Ex. Ethan Frome marries Zenobia because he fears silence and loneliness. 
· Cliché- This sentence is unoriginal. This can often sound “cheesy” and contradict the reason for using it.
Format

· MLA- The paper does not follow MLA format (margins, spacing, font, header, identification, etc…)

· PS- (poor structure) This paper has little or no structure. As a result, the paper seems sloppy. You should have an introduction, several body paragraphs (depending on the number of arguments in your paper, and a conclusion). 

Quotations

· BQ!-(blend quote!) A quotation must not stand by itself in a sentence. You must add your own words in the sentence. Connect this quote to content in this paragraph. Blend, blend, and blend.

· UQ- (unfitting quote) This quotation does not apply to the content of this paragraph. 

Content

· SA-(summary instead of analysis) Too much summary; not enough analysis

· WG-Where is this going? The paper is not leading to a specific destination (your thesis).

General

· +     - This indicates that you’ve done something well here. 

· --     -This indicates that you’ve done something wrong here. Figure it out. 

· *      -This indicates that I may want you to share this with the class for positive and/or constructive purposes.

TURNITIN.COM
Enter in the URL address www.turnitin.com
At the top right hand of the web page under login click on new users.

When asked if you are a student or an instructor, click on Student.

Enter in your class i.d. 






6th period- (I’ll let you know)



Turnitin Class Enrollment Password:  (I’ll let you know)
Then enter your personal e-mail address. 

If you do not have an e-mail address,  got to hotmail, yahoo, gmail, etc to create one. If it says that your e-mail address is already in the system, either use another address, or create a free one from hotmail, yahoo, gmail, etc. 

Enter the password to your e-mail twice.

Enter your first name, last name.

After reading the terms and conditions, click on the I agree- create profile located at the bottom right hand corner. 

After carefully reading the directions click on the End wizard and go to login page button.

SUBMITTING A PAPER

At the top right hand of the web page (where we began) enter your email and password.

Next click on your class period name

Click on the little paper icon under the column submit.

Enter your submission title.

Then click on the browse button and click on your paper’s title.

After selecting your paper click submit.

Finally, make sure all the content is there and click submit.

***NEW ***           POSTING A MESSAGE ON THE DISCUSSION FORUM    ***NEW***
At the top right hand of the web page (where we began) enter your email and password.

Next click on your class period name.

Click on the DISCUSSION tab on the left of the screen.

Click on the TOPIC TITLE (this will be the most recent post). 

Click on “Reply to This Topic.” 

Type  your comment.

Then click “submit reply to topic.” 

American Literature –Fall 2011                                                  50 Words

Quiz 1

1. Abstract (adj.)- difficult to understand

1. Mollify (vt.)- to soothe in temper or disposition

2. Vociferous (adj.)- a vehement shouting or calling out 

3. Dissemble (vi.)- conceal facts, intentions, or feelings under some pretense 

4. Calumny (n.)- a misrepresentation intended to harm another’s reputation 

5. Novel (adj.)- not resembling anything formerly known; new and original

6. Aesthetic (adj.)- of, relating to, or dealing with the beautiful (a work of aesthetic value)

7. Obdurate (adj.)- stubbornly persistent in wrong doing

8. Vigilante (n.)- a member of a volunteer committee organized to suppress and punish crime

9. summarily (as when the process of the laws are inadequate)

10. Elan (n.)- vigorous spirit or enthusiasm 

Quiz 2

1. Avid (adj.)- characterized by enthusiasm and vigorous pursuit; eager 

2. Base (adj.)- lacking higher values; degrading; vile 

3. Theology (n.)- the study or religious faith, practice, and experience

4. Boon (n.)- a timely blessing or benefit

5. Deferential (adj.) showing proper respect and esteem for elders 

6. Avarice (v.)- excessive desire for wealth or gain; greed 

7. Sublime (adj.)- tending to inspire awe because of elevated quality (as of beauty) or transcendent Excellence 

8. Blasphemy (n.)- the act of showing contempt or lack of respect for God or for something sacred 

9. Superfluous (adj.)- exceeding what is sufficient; unnecessary 

10. Effrontery (n.)- shameless boldness; insolence 

Quiz 3

1. Exculpate (vt.)- to clear from alleged fault or guilt

2. Ignominy (n.)- deep personal humiliation and disgrace 

3. Feign (v.)- to give a false appearance of; to pretend 

4. Formidable (adj.)- tending to inspire awe, wonder or fear

5. Gratuitous (adj.)- not called for by the circumstances; unwarranted

6. Ascribe (v.)- to attribute to a particular cause 

7. Loath (adj.)- unwilling to do something contrary to one’s way of thinking; reluctant 

8. Loathe (v.)- to dislike greatly; to detest 

9. Gingerly (adv.)- very cautiously or carefully 

10. Superfluous (adj.)- exceeding what is sufficient; unnecessary 

Quiz 4

1. Lackluster (adj.)- lacking in sheen, brilliance, or vitality 

2. Vociferous (adj.)- a vehement shouting or calling out 

3. Languorous (adj.)- producing or tending to produce a weakness or weariness of body or mind 

4. Consternation (n.)- amazement or dismay that hinders or throws into

5. Magnanimity (n.)- generosity 

6. Propitious (adj.)- favorable

7. Malaise (n.)- an indefinite feeling of debility or lack of health 

8. Quail (vi.)- to falter; to cower 

9. Mitigate (v.) to cause to become less harsh or hostile; to mollify 

10. Leery (adj.)- suspicious or wary 

Quiz 5

1. Pestilential (adj.)- causing or tending to cause vexation or annoyance; deadly 

2. Recurrent (adj.)- occurring or appearing again or repeatedly

3. Repose (v.)- a: to lie at rest b: to lie dead c: to remain still or concealed 

4. Posterity (n.)- all future generations 

5. Pallor (n.)- deficiency of color especially of the face (5)

6. Contentious (adj.) having a tendency to quarrel

7. Opulence (n.)- wealth or affluence 

8. Laudatory (adj.)- of, relating to, or expressing praise

9. Ostentatious (adj.)- marked by pretentious display (of wealth, for example)

10. Listless (adj.)- lacking energy or interest; languid
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