
Tenth Grade Literature & Composition

Course Syllabus: 2011-2012
Ms. Otto
CONTACT INFORMATION

Ms. Otto can usually be found in their classroom (H-02). Ms. Otto is in class everyday from 8:40-3:40 but has activities outside of class, so appointments are a must. Meetings can be scheduled before or after school by email (preferred) ottoa@fultonschools.org. If internet/email is unavailable, Centennial High School’s phone number is 770-650-4230. 

Parents: To check on student grades, please visit Parent Connect:  http://centennialpc.fultonschools.org
COURSE DESCRIPTION

In 2004 the Georgia Department of Education adopted new Georgia Performance Standards for grades 9-12. Consistent with state curriculum, the Fulton County Schools English language arts curriculum implementation aligns with state standards. The content standards for this course are clustered by strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/Speaking/Viewing. These standards are listed on page   of this syllabus.
Ninth Grade Literature and Composition will continue to build on the reading and language curriculum established in middle school. Throughout this year-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of literature and language and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through performance tasks and assessments. At the completion of this course, students will take the Ninth Grade End-of-Course Test required by state law.

Reading and Literature

Focusing on a study of literary genres, students develop an understanding of the way the form of a work of literature affects the meaning of that work. Students will read, interpret, and analyze informational material such as memoirs, biographies, and autobiographies. They will also analyze themes and structure in fiction, including short stories, novels, drama and contemporary and canonical poems. Through extensive reading, students will acquire new vocabulary specific to the study of literature and apply that knowledge in their writing. 

Reading Across the Curriculum

To encourage students to become life-long readers, the curriculum includes standards that address both academic and personal habits of reading. Students will read approximately one million words per year from a variety of subject disciplines including language arts. In the English language arts classroom, students will learn the vocabulary of literature, writing, and listening, speaking, and viewing.

Writing

Technical writing is the focus for ninth grade; however, students will continue to produce narrative, informational, and persuasive writings. Students will practice timed writings and continue to use the stages of the writing process to develop compositions and writings that demonstrate an understanding of tone, point of view, style, organization, author’s purpose, and audience. Students will continue to use research and technology to support reading and writing.

Conventions

Students will increase their knowledge of the conventions of language in reading, writing, and speaking. They will demonstrate their control of the rules of English, focusing on clauses, punctuation, and sentence construction, and usage. They will also apply their knowledge of the conventions of format when producing technical writing, workplace writing, and research based papers.

Listening/Speaking/Viewing

Students will continue to develop their critical listening skills. Through presentations and interactions with the teacher and other students, they will apply effective speaking techniques in small and large group settings. The viewing standards will enable students to develop media literacy skills through the careful examination of contemporary texts including television, radio, film productions, and electronic media. 
COURSE TEXTS





Replacement Cost:
Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: Platinum Level


$80.00
Lord of the Flies









$12.00

Catcher in the Rye








$12.00
Of Mice and Men








$12.00


SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS
To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the CHS English Department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.  Teachers of all grade and academic levels will refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements.    While copies are available in the CHS Media Center, students that annotate and frequently refer to these texts during their high school English career will reap maximum benefits.   Both the MLA Handbook ($14.50) and Elements of Style ($6.95)* may be attained at any book retailer.    

*Approximate costs of texts
UNIT PLAN and CONTROLLING QUESTIONS
Standards
This course will address the standards for success on the Georgia High School Graduation Test, and you may access those standards at: www.chsenglish.org/GHSGT.html.  
Unit Outlines:

Please note that the order of these units, in addition to the selections covered, are subject to change.  At the discretion of the instructor, amendments and alterations may be made throughout the semester as time and class needs demand.
· Unit One: Making Judgments – Short Stories, Non-fiction, documentaries, and Poetry
· Essential Questions:

1. How does an author’s choice of genre affect his/her message?

2. How do our judgments affect our opinions about literature and other texts?

3. How can we learn about our own biases from studying different genres?
Literary Selections:
· “Guns for Geeks” Christ Crutcher

· “Roseville, MN.” Marcela Christine Lucero-Trujillo
· “Girl” Jamaica Kincaid

· “Sure you can ask me a personal question” Diane Burns

· “Angus Bethune” Chris Crutcher

· “Telephone Man” Chris Crutcher

· “A Good Man is Hard to Find” Flannery O’Connor

· Bullied
· Darius Goes West
 Composition:

· GHSGWT practice

· Persuasive research

· Character analysis
· Unit Two:  Making Judgments- Novels and film
· Essential Questions:

1. How does history affect judgments we make?
2. How can society work together to stop passing judgments?
3. What can I personally do to educate society about judgments being made?
Literary Selections:

· Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck
· Catcher in the Rye JD Salinger

· Ordinary People
· Remember the Titans
Composition
· GHSGWT practice

· Persuasive research

· Literary analysis

· Unit Three:  Ethics and Morals- Drama
· Essential Questions:

1. How can drama’s themes affect our morals and ethics?
2. How can our morals and ethics affect our interpretations of drama?
3. How do tragedies and comedies compare and contrast in ethical and moral situations?
Literary Selections:

· A Midsummer Night’s Dream William Shakespeare

· Julius Caesar William Shakespeare

Composition
· GHSGWT practice

· Persuasive review

· Unit Four:  Ethics and Morals- Nonfiction
· Essential Questions:

1. How can nonfiction pieces shape our morals and ethics?
2. What do current and historical nonfiction texts reveal about societies morals and ethics?
Literary Selections:

· Newspaper articles
· Historical speeches

· Ethical dilemmas

Composition
· GHSGWT practice

· Research
· Unit Five:  Ethics and Morals- Novels
· Essential Questions:

1. How can symbolism express an author’s message about life?
2. How can reading an allegory help us better interpret all literature? 
3. How does facing our ethical and moral challenges make us grow?

4. How do ethical and moral challenges and differences drive plot?

Literary Selections:

· The Lord of the Flies William Golding

Composition
· GHSGWT practice

· Persuasion

Grammar
Various grammar topics will be covered throughout the course of the year and taught within the context of literature and writing.  Furthermore, as a part of each unit above, students will use reading logs and journal entries to connect with and evaluate selections read.  In preparation for the PSAT (which they will taking in October) and the SAT, students will regularly define college-level vocabulary words and use them within writing, as well as review PSAT/SAT question types and test-taking strategies.
CLASSROOM RULES (Respectful – Responsible - Ready)

1. All school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.  

2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect. 

3. Arrive to class on time. (1st violation =warning, 2nd violation = call home, 3rd violation = private detention, 4th violation = office referral).  

4. All materials must be brought daily.
5. Absolutely no food and only water to drink allowed in class.  

6. Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies.  Your hall pass is in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily. You will only have three passes issued throughout the semester so use them wisely.  

Failure to comply with any of the preceding guidelines may result in time out, calls home, private detention, or, as a last resort, referral to the appropriate administrator.

ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK

In case of absence, the student is responsible for making up all of his or her work. Again, it is the student’s responsibility to make up any work missed during an absence. Credit will be given for make-up work according to published school policy in the CHS agenda. Students will arrange to make up missed tests and quizzes within one week after returning to school except in cases of extended absence. Students should refer to the assignment folder in the classroom when returning from an absence. Make-ups must be scheduled with the teacher in advance.  See contact information above.
LATE WORK
Because turning in work late is a bad habit, which ultimately leads to low or failing grades and is to be avoided, the following policies will be observed:

· Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be accepted late. 

· Late penalties of one letter grade per day will apply to writing assignments and other projects whose point value is 50 or greater. Assignments more than one week late will NOT be accepted. 

· Papers and work done on personal or school owned computers is not excused late because of technical or mechanical failures with computers.  The work will be considered late and reduced by one letter grade (10 points).

REQUIRED MATERIALS
Being successful in school, just like in the business world, requires that the correct materials be available for use. Students must bring to class daily:

1. Blue or black pen

2. Pencil
3. Index cards

4. Three-ring binder with sections labeled
a. Notes

b. Daily work

c. Vocabulary

d. Handouts 
5. Prentice Hall Literature book 
TEACHER WISHLIST

Due to budget cuts this year, I am asking for supplies to be donated to the classroom. If any of the following that you could donate would be greatly appreciated!

1. Box of tissues

2. Bottle of hand sanitizer

3. Markers

4. Colored Pencils

5. Colored paper

6. Dry erase markers
GRADING
Grades will be based on the total points received out of total possible, weighted by category.
Approximate Category Values:


Assessments








20%

  
Compositions








30%

  
Homework








15%

  
Daily Work (in-class writing, quizzes, class participation, organization, etc…)

15%


Final Exam







20%

In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

F = 0-69%

RECOVERY POLICY AT CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL
 

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades. 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PLAGIARISM STATEMENT

Plagiarism is the use of another's words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one's own. Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:

· using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation 

· using the work of another student (e.g. copying homework, composition, or project) 

· using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent or paid editor

Students learn to write well by doing just that, writing. Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice. When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to students’ writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

A Note about “Excessive Editing”:  What is helping, but is NOT excessive editing? The answer is: questioning and cueing. For example: “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?”  “Can you think of another word that word fit better?” “Does this sentence seem awkward?” “What exactly do you mean?” “I don’t understand what you are trying to say here; can you say it more clearly?” “This sentence has a powerful verb; can you find one as powerful for that other sentence?” 

These kinds of questions and statements allow the students to think and write independently. Students should be allowed to achieve their own voices and to develop their own writing skills.

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation. Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable. Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.
Please sign and return the form on this page.
Parents of 10th grade Literature students,

Welcome to Centennial High School.  We are looking forward to a productive year with your student.  The 10th grade year is a time of transition and challenge for most students, and parental involvement is essential.  Please take the time and carefully read and sign this syllabus with your child. We are also requesting that parents provide an e-mail address. Students, this is the first homework grade, so return this form! 

Please keep the attached syllabus for your records and use the contact information on the first page as needed. We hope to have a great year!   

I have received and read the syllabus for this course. 

_______________________________


________________________
Signature of student




Date

Class Period: ___________

_______________________________


________________________

Signature of parent




Date

_______________________________________________________________________

Parent e-mail 
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