AP Government and Politics                             Dr. Medwed (H-60 or H-67)
First Semester (US Government)                    School Phone: 770-650-4230

Year: 2011-2012
E-Mail: medwed@fultonschools.org
AP Government and Politics is a one year course that is divided into two semesters. The first semester focuses on the United States government and political system. The second semester is Comparative Politics and focuses on comparative government concepts and six different countries and major concepts in international governments and politics. The College Board administers two exams that assess how much and how well you have mastered the material. You are expected to take both of these exams.

This course is a college level course. The expectations of the course are the same as if you were in the classroom at a University. The three most significant activities in this course are: reading comprehension, participation in seminar discussions and analytical, higher level thinking and writing. 

The AP US government course is designed to provide students with an analytical perspective on government and politics in this country. The course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret American politics AND the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute American politics.  Students will become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes.
Text:

  Government in America published by Pearson/Longman ($68) and required readings from assigned publications (all on the internet and free)

You will also need to read political articles from various national publications, utilize web sites on the internet and/or view or listen to certain political programs on television or radio.

To succeed in this course you must be prepared when you come to class. You must also be an active participant in class discussions and activities. You will also be doing a good deal of writing and analytical thinking.

Topics:

1.  Introduction and General Organization

2.  Constitutional Underpinnings of the American Government…… (5-15%)
a.  History

b.  Federalism

c.  Separation of Powers

d.  Popular Sovereignty

e.  Judicial Review

f.  Others

3.  Political Beliefs and Behaviors………………………………… (10-20%)
4.  Political Parties and Interest Groups…………………………… (10-20%)
5.  Major Institutions of the US Government……………………... (35-45%)
a.  Congress

b.  Presidency and the Bureaucracy

c.  Courts

6.  Formulation and Implementation of Public Policy…………….. (5-15%)
7.  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights ………………………………… (5-15%)

Expectations:

1.  Attend class on a regular basis.

2.  When you are absent call a classmate to find out the assignment or work you have missed or email the teacher.

3.  Complete all reading assignments from the text and handouts or internet readings.
4.  Ask clarification questions.

5.  Participate in class discussions and activities.

Grading System: Each graded assignment or written test (quiz or exam) has a certain number of points attached to it. As the semester goes along you will accumulate points (and you should keep a record of these in your notebook). At various times during the semester and at the conclusion of the semester I will add the number of points you have earned and will divide by the number of points you could have earned. This will give us your “class average”. There will be very little opportunity for bonus work, so do not depend on additional work to raise your average. If you are absent and miss a graded experience, you must make arrangements with me on your first day back to “make up” the work. If you do not do so, the experience will be given the grade of zero. If you need to talk with me concerning any assignment or concern, I am available all mornings except Tuesdays from 8-8:30 in room H 60. If you need to see me after school, please feel free to make an appointment.

I expect all rules and expectations as stated in the School Student Agenda book to be followed. Please take a close look at those sections in your agendas. You MUST have your school agenda book with you at all times. 

CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement:

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  

 

Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) Using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) Using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) Using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  

 

Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  

 

Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  

 

A three ring binder and a spiral notebook are required. A highlighter will be very helpful, but not required.   Please have these in class each day. Your notebook will serve to keep the course materials and information organized.

