Technical Theatre II, IV
Fall  2011
Instructor:  Ms. J. Terrie Howard

Location:  Auditorium

Communication:  If you have any questions, please e-mail me at Howardt@fultonschools.org.  I check my e-mail daily.  Please make an appointment for teacher/parent conferences. 

Textbook:  When the class uses a textbook, they will use Theatrical Design and Production by J. Michael Gillette.  The students will not be issued a book.  They may check out one overnight for class projects, if needed.  Replacement cost for a lost textbook is $75.00.  Replacement costs for other materials checked out are as follows:  scenes - $2.00;  play scripts - $10.00; other books- the cost of shipping and replacing of the lost book.  Student report cards will be held until all outstanding issues are resolved.
“Theatre arts develops practical lifetime skills”








Kim Alan Wheatley

Course Overview:  II:  This course delves further into the explorations of the technical elements of theatre.  Students will take on more responsibilities in the given areas of technical theatre.  Students will learn improved use of tools and technical skills associated with the elements of theatrical design and theatre management.
This course will follow the Georgia GPS standards:

1.  Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre

2. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (scenery and properties)
3. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (costumes and make-up)

4. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (lighting and sound)

5. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (stage management)
6. Researching cultural and historical information to support artistic choices

7. Exploring the business theatre

8. Critiquing various aspects of theatre and other media using appropriate supporting evidence

IV:  This course allows students to take leadership roles in theatrical design choices and in the implementation of those designs.  Students will take on more responsibilities in the given areas of technical theatre.  Students will learn to improve their use of tools and technical skills associated with the elements of theatrical design and theatre management.

This course will follow the Georgia GPA standards:

1.  Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre

2. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (scenery and properties)

3. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (costumes and makeup)
4. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre (lighting and sound)

5. Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre  (stage management)

6. Researching cultural and historical information to support artistic choices

7. Examining the roles of theatre as a reflection of past and present civilizations

8. Critiquing various aspects of theatre and other media using appropriate supporting evidence.
Attendance:  This is a “hands on” class that requires daily participation by the student in order to comprehend and complete the assignments.  The CHS handbook clearly outlines the rules for excused and unexcused absences.
Tardy Policy:  Being on time to class is as important as being present for class.  We have a limited time to work on the stage and we must be ready as soon as the bell rings.  All tardy students will have to obtain a tardy slip from the attendance office before being admitted to class.
Make-up Work:  It is the responsibility of the STUDENT to initiate make-up work.  As stated in the CHS handbook, all make-up work must be completed within the prescribed time.  If an absence is prearranged, the student will return to class prepared.  For any other absence, the student has the number of school days missed to makeup the work (e.g., two days absent, give the student two days to make up the work).  Unexcused absences will automatically subtract 10% from any homework missed.  Remember, daily participation grades can not be made up.
Classroom Expectations:  Students are to respect themselves, others, and school property.  To do this, please adhere to the following expectations:

1. Arrive to class on time

2. Be prepared for class wearing the correct clothing and footwear to work on stage

3. Get rid of all food, drinks and gum BEFORE you enter the auditorium

4. Leave all i-pods and cell phones in your locker or purse

5. Obey all the safety rules in the auditorium

Consequences for Unacceptable Behavior:

1. Verbal warning

2. Phone call home

3. Referral to office

Please note:  SEVERE OFFENSES WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY REFERRED TO THE APPROPRIATE ADMINISTRATOR.

Grading:  The following areas will be used to calculate the student’s final grade for the class:

1. 30%  participation in an appropriate manner
2. 25% building projects
3. 15%  running crew **

4. 15%  research projects
5. 15%  final test or final project

*Daily participation will be graded on a scale from 10-0 points. 

**Since the aim of this class is to provide skilled technical support for the theatre productions, all students in this class must be on a production crew for at least one show.  Please see me if that requirement is an issue.
The Fulton School System grading scale is as follows:


100-90=A


89-80  =B


79-70  =C


69 and below =F

Grade Recovery:  The grade recovery program is designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade AFTER the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements INCLUDING the attendance requirement.  All recovery work must be completed 10 school days prior to the end of the semester.
Extra Credit:  Students may earn extra credit by working on the Saturday work days for CHS’s theatre productions. (Dates to be announced later).

Supplies:  Students should have a pair of work gloves to be kept in the shop for use throughout the semester.  Students who regularly wear open toed shoes will need to have a pair of tennis shoes or boots available so they can work in the scene shop.  Students will not be allowed to work on stage without appropriate shoes and will be given a ZERO for that day’s participation grade.  Students need to bring a roll of paper towel and paint clothes to be stored in the auditorium.
Student Acknowledgement:


I have read this syllabus and understand the contents of it.  I am responsible for the information within.

Student name__________________________________________________

Student signature_______________________________________________

Parent Acknowledgement:


I have read this syllabus and understand that my son/daughter is responsible for the expectations within it.

Parent/Guardian name____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail address(es):

______________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian phone numbers (best numbers to reach you):

Name:___________________________  Phone numbers:_________________

Name:___________________________  Phone numbers:_________________

Please print this page, sign and return it to Ms. Howard by Friday August 19, 2011.

I look forward to this year
