American Government Syllabus --- School Year 2011-2012
Ms. ReBecca Hostler-Vaughan                                         Text: U. S. Government: Democracy in Action
H – 53                                                                                    Replacement Cost: $ 64.00
Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings from 7:55 – 8:30; W afternoons 3:50 – 4:15 (please give at least 1 day notice for a conference). (If there are no students taking advantage of make-up opportunities and no students present for extra help, office hours may be cancelled at the discretion of the teacher.) Available make-up sessions and make-up information for quizzes and tests are included on the unit schedule and the class website.

Course Overview: American Government offers an overview of political systems. The course begins with comparisons of these systems and then focuses on their nature and structure in the United States. The course will address the roots of America political ideas, the beginnings of government in the U.S., and discuss the development and evolution of these ideals into the modern era. This course will follow the GPS standards for American Government as outlined by the new Georgia state standards. 

Classroom Rules:

1. Respect yourself and others. Disrespect will not be tolerated. Eating and drinking (aside from water) are not allowed. Vandalism to the classroom or school property will result in administrative consequences. 

2. Class time is learning time. Outside entertainment, make-up and other hygiene products that cause a distraction will be confiscated. The school policy on cell phones and iPods will be upheld. Ask questions which are off the subject or pertain to your personal situation before or after class. Being tardy will result in the consequence determined by the administration. There is an extended passing period to use the restroom. Please do not ask to use the bathroom, unless it is an emergency.

3. Come to class prepared. Borrowing paper, pens, pencils, etc. will result in a lowered participation grade. Students may not borrow these items from the teacher. 

Consequences: 
(Unless a more serious action is required, the following steps will be taken in order to curb student misbehavior.)

1. Verbal or written request and/or warning 

2. "Time Out" and/or private conference w/ documentation

3. Private detention

4. Removal from the classroom and/or referral to an administrator
Repeated offenses will also result in parental notification.

Grading: 

Student grades will be comprised of the following percentages:
10% - Participation

15% - Homework

40% - Classwork

20% - Tests
15% - Final  

100% Total




Fulton County Grading Scale:

100 – 90 = A

89 – 80 = B

79 – 70 = C

69 and below = F

Progress reports are sent at 6 - week intervals. Students will receive their current American Government grade roughly one week prior to the school progress report so that any questions or discrepancies will be noted in advance of the progress reports. At this time parents of students will be notified by phone or e-mail. Student averages are available to students and parents with 24 - hour advance notice or can be accessed at any time through eSchool. Grades will be noted in eSchool within 24 hours of the time the assignment is returned to the student. 
Policies:
1. Students will be considered tardy if they are not inside the classroom when the bell rings. The school tardy policy will be enforced.
2. Attendance will be taken as soon as class begins. If a student is absent they must bring a note from the office on the day that they return. Students who do not bring a note will have to go to the attendance office for a pass before they are admitted.

3. Work turned in after the time it is collected will be accepted for 1/2 credit. After 1day it will not be accepted. Students are responsible for obtaining returned work within 1 week.

4. Long-term assignments are due on the date assigned. If the student is absent, assignments are due on the date that the student returns to school.

5. Make-up tests will be different than the original assignment. It is the student's responsibility to make-up missed tests or quizzes within the time specified by the administration. Make-up tests are located on the e-board website on the Tests tab. Students who are absent on the date of the test must familiarize themselves with the information and return to school prepared to sign-up for a make-up test on the schedule at the back of the room.

6. Cheating will not be tolerated. If caught cheating on, or talking, during a quiz or test, a 0 will be received and the parents of the student(s) involved will be notified. An honor code violation will be pursued. Students who are in possession of another students work will be considered cheating; a "0" will be received on that assignment. Students who copy homework or classwork will receive a 0 on the assignment. Do not give work to another student to bring to class. Work should be turned in personally or placed in my mailbox in the main office. 
7. Recovery - If a student's average is 74 or below and has completed all requirements for recovery, a "Request for Recovery" form may be submitted, and the recovery process will begin in accordance with CHS/FCS policies.

8. Unit schedules - For every unit students will receive a calendar and accounting of all the requirements for the unit. Students who submit their unit schedules and study guides with their parent's signatures at the time of the test will receive 3 points on the test.

9. Wikipedia – Wikipedia is not an appropriate source for academic use. Any use of Wikipedia is strictly prohibited and credit will not be given for any information which comes from Wikipedia.

Centennial H. S --- Social Studies Department plagiarism policy


Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author. Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

***Questionable passages will be evaluated using online and software designed to find plagiarism.***   

Communications:


If there are questions, concerns, etc. please feel free to reach me at my e-mail address hostler@fultonschools.org; e-mail is the quickest and most effective way to reach me. However, you can call the school at (770)650 – 4230 and leave a message on voice mail. If you need to fax me something, the school fax number is (770)650-4250. 

The online classroom address is http://www.hostler-wh.eboard.com. The password is “World History” (with the space in between the words). Please sign up for “tweets” from American Government class at twitter.com/hostlerag. Very helpful information and reminders will be distributed through “tweets.” If at all possible, PLEASE attend Curriculum Night, Tuesday, September 13, 2011. 
Course of Study: Units of study reflect the Georgia Performance Standards
Unit 1: Foundations of American Government
Unit 2: The United States Constitution
Unit 3: Legislative Branch
Unit 4: Executive Branch

Unit 5: Judicial Branch

Unit 6: State and Local Government

Unit 7: Civic Responsibility

(Standards from Units 6 & 7 will be embedded into the other units in order to provide more time and context for students to study the American Government standards.)


Student Acknowledgement:


I have read this syllabus and understand the contents of it. I am responsible for the information within.

Student name:  ________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________

Parent Acknowledgement:


I have read this syllabus and understand that my son/daughter is responsible for the expectations within it.

PLEASE BE SURE TO OBTAIN THE PARENT LETTER AND BUSINESS CARD THAT WAS SENT HOME WITH YOUR STUDENT IN ORDER TO BE FULLY INFORMED ABOUT ALL OF THE EVENTS, OPPORTUNITIES AND MEANS OF COMMUNICATION FOR THIS CLASS.

If at all possible, PLEASE attend Curriculum Night, Tuesday, September 13, 2011. 
Parent/Guardian name: ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail address(es):

___________________________________     __________________________________

Parent/Guardian work and home phone numbers: 

Name: _____________ Home: _______________  Work/Cell: _________________

Name: _____________ Home: _______________  Work/Cell: _________________

Is there anything I should know about your student or your family situation in order to better teach him or her?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
