Welcome to Multicultural Literature & Composition!

2011-2012
Multicultural Literature and Composition is a senior level college-preparatory class that continues to build on the reading and language curriculum established in ninth-eleventh grades. The course focuses on American literature by and about people of diverse ethnic and social backgrounds. Students explore themes of linguistic and cultural diversity by comparing, contrasting, analyzing, and critiquing writing styles and universal themes. The students write expository, analytical, and response essays. Throughout this semester-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of literature and language and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through performance tasks and assessments. Consistent with state curriculum, the Fulton County Schools English language arts curriculum implementation aligns with state standards. The content standards for this course are clustered by strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/ Speaking/ Viewing.
Instructor:
[image: image1.png]




Mr. Higgins




Office Hours:

higginsm@fultonschools.org


by appointment






H -41
Grades:
The grading scale for this school year will be 90-100: A; 80-89: B; 70-79: C; 69 or below: F.

The following formula will be used to evaluate student progress:

Writing Assignments
30%

Tests/projects

30%

Daily grades

10%

Quizzes


15%


Final Exam 

15%
Textbook:
Many Voices Literature: Multicultural Reader, Collection Two $80.00 

There is also the possibility that students will need to procure supplementary novels from CHS library or alternative source. 

Course Overview:
That depends on you. Since this is one of your last semesters of high school, the instructors plan to get input from you, the students, about what topics you feel most passionate about and most want to address this semester. To give you an idea of some of the topics that this course has addressed in the past, here is a list of recent unit titles:

Defining Moments - Essential Question - What makes a defining moment? 

Literary Terms studied – Symbolism, Theme, Epiphany, Simile, Characterization

Composition: Personal Narrative Essay
Comfort & Conflict - Essential Question – How do you define “family”?

Literary terms studied – Slang, Author’s style, Point of View, Dialogue, Tone, Characterization, Dialect 
Composition:  Family Collage/Multi Genre Project 
Identity - Essential Question – How does culture affect our identity?

Literary Terms studied – Point of View, Theme, Characterization, Conflict, Plot

Composition – Timed Literary Analysis
Prejudice - Essential Question - How can people overcome racism?

Literary Terms studied:  Theme, Conflict, Characterization, Symbol

Composition/Project – Racial Inequity Project

Historical Investigation/Film Research Project

Students will select an appropriate and approved feature film whose primary plot is drawn from an actual event in world history.

Composition: Research paper; annotated bibliography

The complete curriculum standards for this course may be viewed online at http://www.georgiastandards.org/langart.asp
Plagiarism Statement:
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one’s own. Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to: using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author. Plagiarism on any project or paper at CHS will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation. Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable. Students who provide other students access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  
ADDENDUM TO PLAGIARISM STATEMENT (2001)
It is the intention of the CHS English department to foster student growth and achievement in writing.  An effective method of improving writing is self-editing and revision.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, or tutors contribute their own ideas, words, phrases, or revisions to student writing, the writer forfeits the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.  The CHS English department recognizes the desire of parents and other concerned parties to help their student writers.  An excellent technique for editing involves questioning and cueing.  For example, instead of simply replacing “lazy” in a student draft with “listless,” ask a question such as “Is this word strong enough?” or “Can you think of a vocab word to use here?”  By providing questions, the reader can guide the student writer but allow him or her to think and revise independently. 
Film Study:
In addition, as a part of the course, some films will be incorporated into the semester as alternate texts.  The following list shows the titles that may be shown, in part or in whole, during this course. A few of the films have an “R” rating, but have been deemed appropriate for their context in this study.  By signing the syllabus form, parents give parental consent for students to view these films in conjunction with our studies.  Please email the instructors regarding any specific questions concerning the incorporation of these films into this course. Information about these films and their ratings may be found online at www.kids-in-mind.com or www.imdb.com.
	Film Title
	Rating
	Accompanying GPS “Big Idea”

	Shrek (2001)
	G
	Archetypes: Identity; Journey; Self-discovery 

	Hotel Rwanda (2004)
	PG-13
	Communities in conflict; advocacy

	Thelma and Louise (1991 )
	R
	Archetypes: Identity; Journey; Self-discovery 

	Crash (2005 )
	R
	Issues of race and difference; communities 

	           Gran Torino (2008)
	R
	Communities in conflict; advocacy

	The Breakfast Club (1985)
	R
	Archetypes; self-discovery

	Forrest Gump (1994)
	PG-13
	Archetypes: Identity; Journey; Self-discovery 

	           Do the Right Thing (1989) 
	R
	Communities in conflict

	Tarzan (1999)
	G
	Archetypes: Identity; Journey; Self-discovery 

	Cider House Rules (1999)
	PG-13
	Communities in conflict 

	Edward Scissorhands (1990)
	PG-13
	Communities in conflict; individualism

	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	R
	Community vs. individualism

	Pleasantville (1998)
	PG-13
	Communities in conflict; individualism

	Pirates of the Caribbean (2003)
	PG-13
	Archetypes; Community

	Traffic (2000)
	R
	Communities in conflict

	The Truman Show (1998)
	PG
	Communities in conflict; individualism

	Unforgiven (1992)
	R
	Communities in conflict;archetypes of the West

	Schindler’s List (1994)
	R
	Film technique; communities in conflict; advocacy


What do I have to do to succeed in this class?

	Expectations for students

	1. Be in class.  If you cannot be in class, it is your responsibility to make up any work you might have missed.  Students are responsible for determining specifically what was covered during the absence. All assignments can be accessed on the CHS Hub at www.chshub.com/teacher/higginsm  
2. Be on time. The tardy policy in this classroom is as follows: 1st tardy – warning; 2nd tardy – teacher detention; 3rd tardy – teacher detention; 4th tardy – office referral. No exceptions. Be in the classroom on time and be aware of the consequences of tardiness. Tardies will be recorded and may affect parking or exemption status.  
3. Be prepared physically. ALL classroom materials (textbook, paper, pen, journal, outside reading, etc.) must be brought to class daily.
4. Be prepared mentally. Demonstrate respect, enthusiasm, and dedication in the classroom and in all aspects of your academic life.
5. Be aware that any violations of CHS rules and policies will be met with the appropriate consequence.
6. Be aware that any late work will be penalized ten points per day late, with the exception of most daily assignments which will not be accepted after the due date. 



	Expectations for parents

	1. Be actively involved in your student’s progress in this class. 
2. Be a partner in helping your child meet my expectations for him/her.

3. Be in touch! Communication between you, your child, and the instructors is essential.



	Expectations for the instructors

	1. Believe in every student and his or her potential for success.

2. Be available for opportunities for extra help or guidance outside of class time. Please see the cover of this syllabus for availability. 
3. Be fair, respectful, and courteous, modeling the behavior we expect in my classroom.




What if I need “recovery”?

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
Components of the Recovery Procedure

· Student may not have earned any zeros in gradebook 

· Student must submit recovery form within three days of learning of decline or failure 

· Teacher determines nature of recovery assignment 

· Teacher determines time period to complete assignment

· No recovery assignments during the last two weeks of the semester 

Multicultural Literature and Composition – return this page ONLY!

Period
_________________________________
Textbook #
______________________________


Name of student
______________________________________________________________________

Name you like to be called
_____________________________________________________________

Student email address
____________________________________________________________________

What English class did you take last semester? _______________________________________________

If you attended Centennial last semester, who was your English teacher?
___________________________

Grade you expect to earn in this class
_____________________________________________________

Extracurricular activities at Centennial 
_____________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

Activities outside of Centennial (include hobbies and part-time jobs)
______________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

Desired future profession
________________________________________________________________
College/employment plans for next year ____________________________________________________
□
I have read and understand the Multicultural Lit & Comp syllabus outlining the classroom policy, rules, grading procedure, and recovery policy.
□
I understand that it is my responsibility to keep my parents/guardians abreast of my current average.

□
I’ve recorded my teacher’s email address.  

□
I understand that extra help is available according to the schedule outlined in the syllabus, assuming 


I put forth diligent effort on a daily basis.    

Student signature
_______________________________________________
Date
________________

□
I, too, have read and understand the Multicultural Lit & Comp course syllabus outlining the classroom policy, rules, grading procedure, and recovery policy.

□
I understand that the student is to keep a record of his/her grades.

□
I’ve recorded the teacher’s email address.

Name of parent / guardian
______________________________________________________________

Relationship to student
_________________________________________________________________

Parent / guardian email address
_________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________

Language spoken at home (if other than English)
____________________________________________

Parent / guardian signature
______________________________________
Date
________________

