

Español VI – 2011/12
SYLLABUS


Teacher:  Dr. Yaritza Ferrer de Valero
Room: H-23
E-mail: ferrerdev@fultonschools.org
Webpage: http://sites.google.com/site/ferrerdevalero 

Course Description: This course  is designed to allow students to continue to develop their Spanish language skills. Students will build on previous years of study, focusing on communication. During the year we will cover a variety of topics such as stereotypes, customs and traditions, technology, enviroment, men and women in today’s society, Hispanics in the US, modern life, media,  poetry and music. Along with our textbook, we will use literature, the internet, movies, music, and much more for communicative purposes.
We will go beyond just understanding concepts to using what you have learned over the years. We will go from conjugating to communicating. To communicate you must participate in real life communicative situations. Therefore, we will constantly be working in pairs and groups, as well as doing oral presentations and projects. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes! It is normal and it is part of the process to improve communication.
	To help you make improvements, here are a few guidelines:
		. Spanish only! Anytime All the time!
		. Daily participation is required!
		. Relax, be creative, and be patient!
		. Have fun!
	Materials: 
· Textbook: Interacciones
· Workbook; Interacciones
· Spanish/English dictionary
· A 1 ½” or 2” ring binder.  Binders smaller than this will not be large enough to accommodate the required materials.  
· A pack of notebook paper to be placed on the rings inside the binder
Evaluation Criteria.
Your grade in this class will be determined by the following criteria:
· 35%  oral assessments & daily participation:    Your grade will be determined by your ability and willingness to communicate in the target language and to comprehend what is being said. A variety of evaluations such as listening assessments, role-plays, individual presentations, and class and group discussions will be used to assess your oral/aural  abilities.The listening and the speaking portions of the unit tests will be counted under oral assessments.  
· 35%  written assessments.  This includes grammar and vocabulary quizzes, reflective writing, and projects. The written portion (reading, grammar, vocabulary, and writing portions)of the unit tests will be counted under this section.
· 15% class work/homework   - Expect daily assignments. Homework is an integral part of the learning process.  
· 15%  comprehensive final exam.
Tests: There will be one test for each chapter and they will always be announced. 
Quizzes: They will be short and normally focus on one topic or area. Some will be announced and others will not. Therefore, it is important to always be prepared.
Homework: All homework is to be done neatly or it must be typed. Exercises from the book will need to be done and completed on a separate sheet of paper. If you write it in the book, you will need to come to back work to redo it. Assignments that consist of more than one paper must be stapled. Furthermore, it is the student’s responsibility to hand in assignments on time. All assignments will be collected at the beginning of class; so, any paper turned in after collection will be considered late. No late homework will be accepted.  
Participation: Please, come to class prepared and ready to hold up your end of the conversation! Optimal participation includes – but it is not limited to-  bring all materials to class; use of Spanish; be attentive in class by listening, raising hand, not taking out of turn, willingness to participate; cooperation to group work; and respect towards the class and your peers. Being present in class is not enough.
Make up Policy: It is the student’s responsibility to make up any missed assignments (activities, quizzes, tests, or projects). You may always contact me via e-mail (ferrerdev@fultonschools.org) when you are sick at home to get the missed work. You will be given two opportunities to make up a quiz or test before it becomes a zero. Late assignments, with penalties, will be accepted when deemed appropriate. Attendance to class is vital. An absence removes a student from active classroom participation and cannot always be replaced with a make up session.
1. Upon returning to class after an absence, you must review with teacher missing work.
2. Missed homework due to an absence will be handed in the next day.
3. Missed work such as tests, quizzes, and assignments will be made up within 7 schools days.
4. If you are present the day the test/quiz is announced, you are expected to take it the day it is given. This applies to projects as well.
5. Some oral activities and participation exercises may be made up; however, certain oral exercises cannot be recreated outside of the classroom time.
Recovery Plan: Any student with a failing cumulative grade or a significant decline in achievement at the end of the 6 or12 week grading period may be eligible for a recovery plan designed to provide an additional opportunity for mastery of the courses objectives. It is the student’s responsibility to request a recovery plan from the instructor.
Components of the Recovery Procedure:
	1. All assigned work must be completed in order for a student to be eligible for recovery (i.e., no zeros in the grade book)
	2. Students should make an appointment to request recovery by completing and submitting a “Request for Recovery” form to the teacher within three days of learning of the failure or achievement decline.
	3. The nature of recovery assignment is to be determined by the teacher and may consist of a test, research project, report, etc., designed to show the student’s mastery of the course objectives.
	4. Recovery work must be completed in the time period designated by the teacher.
	5. No recovery assignments will be made during the last two weeks of the semester.
Expectations:
1. Be in your seat ready to learn with all materials before the tardy bell rings.(See Tardy Policy)
1. No personal grooming, sleeping, or working on other homework is allowed.
1. Do not use vulgar or offensive language. Harassment of any kind is forbidden.
1. You cannot have backpacks, food, candy, drinks (only water bottles are allowed), cell phones, media players, or other disruptive items in the classroom. Such items will be confiscated and given to the office. If you pass or write notes during a lesson, they become teacher’s property.
1. Do not talk unless you raise your hand.
1. Eating, drinking or chewing gum is not allow in this class.
1. Students will abide by all Centennial High School policies and will understand that consequences will result if they choose to disobey these policies. 
Consequences for not complying expectations:
Class disruptions will not be tolerated.Offensive and inappropriate language and/or behavior will result in an immediate detention (no warning)
             1st disruption: Verbal Warning       
             2nd disruption: Parent contact              
             3rd disruption:  Detention 20 minutes 
             4th disruption:   Office Referral      
Extra help session or make up work: It is necessary to sign up with me in advance. 
Tuesdays from 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Thursdays from 7:45 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Most mornings or afternoons I am available to answer a quick question about homework or assignment. Please, stop by or speak with me before class if you are feeling confused.
Honor Code Addendum: In addition to the items stated in the handbook, it is the policy of the World Languages Department that the following are also in violation of the honor code:
1. Copying or paraphrasing from a website without acknowledgement.
2. Using on-line translators or translation software inappropriately
3. Reading of foreign language literary works in the English translation and use of translations as personal work.

  





Student’s name  						      Class Period 		

Today’s date:  					

Take your syllabus home and read over it with your parent(s).  You and your parent(s) should sign below and provide the requested information.  Return this sheet to Sra Ferrer not later than Friday, August 19th  for a homework grade.  Keep your syllabus in your Spanish folder so you can refer to it when you have questions.


“I have received and read a copy of  the Spanish VI Cultura y Conversacion  syllabus, and understand what is expected of students in Sra. Ferrer de Valero’s class.”


Student’s signature  									

Student’s e-mail										


Parent’s/Guardian’s signature   								

Parent’s/Guardian’s e-mail  								







