Ninth Grade Literature and Composition
Course Syllabus 2011-2012
Mrs. Faile
Room H-03

Contact Information:
The best way to contact me is through email.  Because I am in the classroom all day, phone contact is difficult for me. If you would like to schedule a conference, my office hours are from 7:30 am until 4 pm Monday through Thursday by appointment.  My email address is failej@fultonschools.org. I also post all assignments on http://www.failesclass.blogspot.com


Course Description:
In 2004 the Georgia Department of Education adopted new Georgia Performance Standards for grades 9-12.  For this class, the standards are clustered into the following strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/ Speaking/ Viewing.  The standards for this grade level are listed below:

	ELA9C1 

	

	ELA9C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. The student

	

	

	ELA9C2 

	

	ELA9C2 The student demonstrates understanding of manuscript form, realizing that different forms of writing require different formats The student

	

	

	

	ELA9LSV1

	

	ELA9LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. The student 

	

	

	

	ELA9LSV2

	

	ELA9LSV2 The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished presentations that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description.

	

	

	

	ELA9RC1 

	

	ELA9RC1 The student reads a minimum of 25 grade-level appropriate books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) per year from a variety of subject disciplines. The student reads both informational and fictional texts in a variety of genres and modes of discourse, including technical texts related to various subject areas. 

	

	

	

	ELA9RC2 

	

	ELA9RC2 The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. The student:

	

	

	

	ELA9RC3 

	

	ELA9RC3 The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly. The student:

	

	

	

	ELA9RC4 

	

	ELA9RC4 The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas. The student:

	

	

	

	ELA9RL1 

	

	ELA9RL1 The student demonstrates comprehension by identifying evidence (e.g., diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, plot events and main ideas) in a variety of texts representative of different genres (e.g., poetry, prose [short story, novel, essay, editorial, biography], and drama) and using this evidence as the basis for interpretation.

	

	

	

	ELA9RL2 

	

	ELA9RL2 The student identifies, analyzes, and applies knowledge of theme in literary works from various genres and provides evidence from the works to support understanding. The student 

	

	

	

	ELA9RL3 

	

	ELA9RL3 The student deepens understanding of literary works by relating them to contemporary context or historical background. The student:

	

	

	

	ELA9RL4 

	

	ELA9RL4 The student employs a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in selected literary works. The student composes essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents. The student:

	

	

	

	ELA9RL5 

	

	ELA9RL5 The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing. The student:

	

	

	

	ELA9W1 

	

	ELA9W1 The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure. The student 

	

	

	

	ELA9W2 

	

	ELA9W2 The student produces technical writing that reports technical information and/or conveys ideas clearly, logically, and purposefully to a particular audience; the student:

	

	

	

	ELA9W3 

	

	ELA9W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing. The student 

	

	

	

	ELA9W4 

	

	ELA9W4 The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student

	

	

	

	ELAALRC1

	

	ELAALRC1 The student reads a minimum of 25 grade-level appropriate books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) per year from a variety of subject disciplines. The student reads both informational and fictional texts in a variety of genres and modes of discourse, including technical texts related to various subject areas.

	

	

	

	ELAWLRC1

	

	ELAWLRC1 The student reads a minimum of 25 grade-level appropriate books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) per year from a variety of subject disciplines. The student reads both informational and fictional texts in a variety of genres and modes of discourse, including technical texts related to various subject areas.




Course Texts:							Replacement:
Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: Gold Level		$70.00
Fahrenheit 451    								$12.00



Unit Plans and Controlling Questions: (SAT vocabulary and standardized test prep will be ongoing in all units)
Unit One: Nonfiction: What is the relationship between nonfiction and truth?
GPS standards: ELA9RL1,3,4,5  ELA9RC1,2,3,4 ELA9W1,2,3,4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1,2		

	Reading/ Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· Have you discovered what reading strategies you use to read proficiently?


· Can you evaluate the main structure and features of different types of writing?

· Can you read and evaluate texts for different reasons?

· Can you find the meaning of words using a variety of methods?

· Can you look into the larger picture of how a text relates to the world, history, and culture?

	
· Can you identify the different types of nonfiction and the characteristics of different types of literature?
· Do you understand how voice changes depending on audience?
· Can you analyze the audience, purpose, and tone of a piece of nonfiction?
	
· Do you use basic structural elements such as paragraphs, topic sentences, and transitions when writing?
· Does your own voice show through in your writing?
· Can you vary your writing style for different styles such as editorial and article?
· Do you use appropriate conventions in your writing?





Literary Selections:					Writing and Grammar:
“The Rug Merchant”					ongoing journals and writing practice
“ Go Deep to the Sewer”				eight parts of speech review
“ Fly Away”						clauses and phrases review
“Cows on Parade”					technical writing: editorial and article
“Aha Moment”
“Veteran Returns, Becomes Symbol”
“The Wrong Orbit”
From “A White House Diary”
From “Tuesdays with Morrie”
“Rosa Parks: My story”
“The New Frontier”


Unit Two: The Short Story: Why is conflict a motivating factor in human behavior?
GPS standards: ELA9RL1,3,5  ELA9RC1,2,3,4 ELA9W1,2,4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1		

	Reading/ Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· Can you see how a text represents the human struggle, and how it is influenced by its historical and cultural perspective?
· Can you evaluate a text to understand implied main ideas and themes?

	
· Do you understand the elements and structure of a short story?
· Can you identify themes in literature?
· Are you able to identify a character’s internal and external motivations?
· Do you understand the use of conflict in the structure of a short story?
	
· Can you work alone or in a group to develop ideas for a specific writing task?
· Can you choose a style that is appropriate for a specific audience and task?
· Can you write in an appropriate manner for different genres?
· Can you use figurative language to create imagery in your writing?



Literary Selections:				Writing and Grammar:
“The Cask of Amontillado”			Narrative Writing
“The Most Dangerous Game”			Literary terms introduction
“The Interlopers”				Action, Linking, and Helping Verbs
“Checkouts”					Active and Passive Voice
“The Gift of the Magi”				ongoing journals and writing practice
“The Scarlet Ibis”
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”
“The Necklace”
Unit Three: The Novel: What truths would be lost if there were no fiction?
GPS standards: ELA9RL1,2,3  ELA9RC1,2,3,4 ELA9W1,2,3,4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1,2

	Reading/ Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· Can you evaluate and interpret a text to understand implied main ideas and draw conclusions?

	
· Can you identify themes that go beyond the culture of time period of an author?
· Can you identify how literary elements create theme?
	
· can you distinguish between informal and formal writing conventions?
· Can you create an original thesis statement and support it within an essay using textual evidence?
· Can you cite appropriate sources in MLA format when necessary?
· When revising, do you have a controlling idea and logical transistions?



	
Literary Selections:				Writing and Grammar:
Fahrenheit 451					Literary Analysis Essay
						Ongoing journals and writing practice

Unit Four: The Persuasive Essay: What purpose does persuasion have in society?
GPS standards: ELA9W1,2,3,4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1,2

	Reading
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· Can you discuss the ways stated and implied meanings are conveyed in text and non-print media?
· Can you find appropriate support/ resources to achieve a specific purpose like persuasion, informing, and explaining?
	
· Can you articulate what your purpose is and who your audience is for an assignment?
· Can you provide quality support for a position with anecdotes, descriptions, statistics, and examples?
· Can you analyze logical fallacies like bandwagon, testimonials, etc?





Literary Selections:				Writing and Grammar:
Sample Persuasive essays and articles		Persuasive Mini Project
						Persuasive Essay/ timed in class
						Parts of the sentence: subject, verb,
						Direct object, indirect object, preposition
						Pronoun, adjective, adverb, phrases, & clauses.
						Ongoing journals and writing practice


Unit Five: Poetry: What makes a poem a poem?
GPS standards: ELA9RL1,3,5 ELA9C1,2,3,4  ELA9W4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1,2

	Reading/ Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· Can you use appropriate strategies when reading poetry?
· While reading poetry, can you identify different literary elements?
	
· Can you explain how structure contributes to poetry?
· Can you analyze different styles of poetry?
· Can you describe the ways a poet creates value by using sound devices, imagery, and figurative language?
	
· Can you read a poem aloud with appropriate pacing and emphasis?
· Can you use verbal communication and visual elements to address an audience?
· Can you create poetry that mimics a poet’s style?
· Can you create an original poem with your own voice?




Literary Selections:						Writing and Grammar:
“Casey at the Bat”						poetry explication
“Beware: Do not read this poem”				figurative language
“Echo”								poetry project
“Pride: In the Name of Love”					daily grammar practice
“I hear American Signing”
“The Road not Taken”
“To be of use”
“Slam, Dunk, Hook”
“Women”
“Macavity: The Mystery Cat”
“Fire and Ice”
“There will come Soft Rains”
“Gifts”
“I wandered lonely as a cloud”
“Dreams”
“Summer”
“Ecclesiastes 3:1-8”
“The Raven”
“Sonnet 30”




Unit Six: Drama: What causes people to do things to extreme?
GPS standards: ELA9RL1,2,  ELA9C1,2,3,4 ELA9W1,2,3,4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1,2

	Reading/ Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· When reading drama can you use dialogue to gather information about characters?
· Can you use appropriate strategies to read and understand Shakespearean/ Elizabethan language?
· Can you use dialogue and stage directions to visualize setting and action?
	
· Can you identify the main conflict and its causes?
· Can you identify how the structure of the drama contributes to plot development?
· Can you identify universal themes in drama?
· Are you able to identify a character’s internal and external motivation?
	
· Can you read a drama aloud with appropriate pacing and emphasis?
· Can you write informally and formally about literature drawing from text previous knowledge?




Literary Selections:				Writing and Grammar:
The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet		Character Analysis
						Daily grammar practice



Unit Seven: Research/ The Inquiry Process: What meaning can be made from inquiry?
GPS standards:  ELA9C1,2,3,4 ELA9W1,2,3,4 ELA9LSV1,2












	Reading
	Writing/ Presenting
	Inquiry/ Research

	
· Can you find appropriate and adequate texts to support the goal of persuading an audience?

	
· Do you include appropriate support when necessary in your writing?
· Can you write a thesis statement which contains one controlling idea?
· Can you provide quality support for a position with anecdotes, descriptions, statistics, and specific examples?

	
· Can you generate questions for a persuasive topic?
· Can you create a plan to find necessary information?
· Can you alter your plan while in the research process?
· Can you identify appropriate sources for research?
· Can you integrate quotations and citations into written and oral communication without interrupting the flow of ideas?
· Do you use proper MLA formatting?




Unit Eight: The Epic: Is a hero an outdated idea or do we always need and find heroes?
GPS standards: ELA9RL1,2,3  ELA9C1,2,3,4 ELA9W1,2,4 ELA9C1,2 ELA9LSV1,2

	Reading/ Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing/ Presenting

	
· Can you use appropriate strategies when reading an epic?
· Can you identify how a text is important to you, the community, and the world?
· Can you discuss ways implied meanings are present in visual media?
	
· Can you identify how cultural beliefs and values influence a work?
· Can you identify themes present in material across genres?
	
· Can you use different types of textual reference to support your ideas?
· When revising, do you check for continuity between your thesis statement and the body of the paper?
· When comparing and contrasting, can you use transitions effectively?



Literary Selections:				Writing and Grammar:
The Odyssey					Compare and Contrast Essay
						Odyssey Game board project
						Daily grammar practice



Classroom Rules (Respectful, Ready, Responsible)

1. All school rules and policies printed in the CHS agenda will be enforced in the classroom.
2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.
3. All materials must be brought daily.
4. Absolutely no food and only water to drink allowed in class. Gum will be tolerated if discreet.
5. You need your agenda to leave class. If you abuse your passes, they may be limited. NO PASSES WILL BE GIVEN OUT IN THE FIRST OR LAST 10 MINUTES OF CLASS!

** failure to comply with any of these rules may result in detention, parent contact, or referral to the office.

Absences and Make-Up Work

In case of absence, the student is responsible for making up all of his or her work.  Again, it is the student’s responsibility to make up any work missed during an absence.  Credit will be given for make-up work according to the published school policy in the CHS agenda.  Students will arrange to make up any missed test or quiz within one week after returning to school except in cases of extended absences.  Students should refer to Mrs. Faile’s blog (failesclass.blogspot.com) to find missed work. THE TEACHER WILL NOT SEEK THE STUDENT OUT TO TELL THEM THEIR MISSED WORK!!! Make-ups must be scheduled with the teacher in advance. All work is also posted at http://www.failesclass.blogspot.com


Late Work
Because turning in work late is a bad habit, which ultimately leads to low or failing grades and is to be avoided, the following policies will be observed:
· homework and daily assignments will never be accepted late for any reason other than excused absence
· Late penalties of one letter grade per day will apply to writing assignments and projects.  Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted.
· Papers and work done on personal or school owned computers is not excused as late because of technical or mechanical failures with computer or printers.  The work will be considered late and reduced by one letter grade (10 points) THIS DOES NOT COUNT FOR THE RESEARCH PAPER WHICH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE FOR ANY REASON!!!!!
Required Materials
1. Blue or black ink pen
2. pencil
3. composition notebook for journals and DGP (to be kept in class and checked randomly)
4. Three-ring binder with sections or an effective filing system with a mandatory section for grammar, vocabulary, class notes, and graded work. 
5. Literature book or novel 

Grading
Grades will be based on the total points received out of total possible, weighted by category.

Approximate Category Values:

Tests							25%
Compositions/ Speeches				30%
Homework (including weekly reading logs)		10%
Daily Work (including quizzes and journals)		20%
Final Exam or EOCT					15%

In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:

A= 90-100%
B= 80-89%
C= 70-79%
F=0-69%

Recovery Policy at CHS:
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

English Department Plagiarism Statement:
Plagiarism is the use of another’s work or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

· using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation
· using the work of another student (copying homework, composition, or project)
· using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

Students learn to write well by doing that, writing.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute to ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to student’s writing, the student misses the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

A note about excessive editing:  What is helping, but NOT excessive editing?  The answer is: questioning and cuing.  For example, “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?” “Can you think of another word that would fit better?” “Does this sentence seem awkward?” “What exactly do you mean?” “I don’t understand what you are trying to say here, can you say it more clearly?” “This sentence has a powerful verb; can you find one as powerful for that other sentence?”

These kinds of questions and statements allow the students to think and write independently. Students should be allowed to achieve their own voices and to develop their own writing skills.

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation. Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.


** please sign and return the form on the following page







