Eleventh Grade Literature and Composition
Course Syllabus 2011-2012
Mrs. Faile
Room H-03

Contact Information:
The best way to contact me is through email.  Because I am in the classroom all day, phone contact is difficult for me. If you would like to schedule a conference, my office hours are from 7:30 am until 4 pm Monday-Thursday by appointment.  My email address is failej@fultonschools.org. I also post all assignments at http://www.failesclass.blogspot.com


Course Description:
In 2004 the Georgia Department of Education adopted new Georgia Performance Standards for grades 9-12.  For this class, the standards are clustered into the following strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/ Speaking/ Viewing.  The standards and units for this class are listed below:

11th Grade GPS Units

Ongoing standards though all units: (through weekly vocabulary, grammar practice, and writing assignments, ABR, etc)

ELA11W1:

1. Student uses precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and active rather than passive voice.

ELA11W4:

1. Student plans and drafts independently and resourcefully
1. Student revises writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective
1. Revises writing for specific audiences, purposes, and formality of the contexts
1. Revises to sharpen the precision of word choice and achieve desired tone
1. Revises text to highlight the individual voice and to improve sentence variety and style
1. Edits writing to improve word choice, grammar, punctuation, etc

ELA11C1:

1. Student demonstrates an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, diction, and syntax.
1. Student correctly uses clauses, phrases, and mechanics of punctuation
1. Student demonstrates an understanding of sentence construction and proper English Usage.

ELA11C2:

1. Student produces writing that conforms to appropriate manuscript requirements
1. Student produces legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization
1. Student reflects appropriate format requirements, including pagination, spacing, margins, and integration of source material with appropriate citations

ELA11RL1:

1. Student traces the history of the development of American Fiction
1. Student traces the historical development of poetic styles and forms in American Literature 

ELA11RL5:

1. Student uses general dictionaries, specialized dictionaries, thesauruses, or related references as needed to increase learning.

ELA11RC3:

1. Student demonstrates an understanding of contextual vocabulary in various subjects
1. Student uses vocabulary in writing and speaking
1. Student explores the understanding of new words found in subject areas.

UNIT ONE: GHGT Practice and Beginnings-1750
Standards for Unit: 

ELA11RL1:

1. Student analyzes and explains the structures and elements of nonfiction works or American Literature such as letters, journals and diaries, speeches, and essays. 
1. Students analyzes and evaluates the logic and use of evidence in an author’s argument
1. Student analyzes, evaluates, and applies knowledge of the ways authors use language, style, syntax, and rhetorical strategies for specific purposes in nonfiction works.
1. Student analyzes the influence of mythic, traditional, or classical literature on American literature.
1. Student identifies and analyzes types of dramatic literature
1. Student analyzes the characters, structure, and themes of dramatic literature
1. Student identifies and analyzes dramatic elements
1. Student identifies and analyzes how dramatic elements support and enhance the interpretation of dramatic literature

ELA11RL3: 

1. Student relates a literary work to the seminal ideas of the time in which it is set or the time of its composition (Native American Literature)
1. Student relates a literary work to the characteristics of the literary time period that it represents

ELA11RC2:

1. The student identifies messages and themes from books in all subject areas
1. The student responds to a variety of texts in multiple modes of discourse
1. The student relates messages and themes from one subject area to those in another area
1. The student evaluates the merits of texts in every subject discipline
1. The student examines the author’s purpose in writing
1. The student recognizes the features of disciplinary texts 

ELA11W1:

1. Student establishes a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis or perspective and maintains a consistent tone and focus throughout.
1. Student constructs arguable topic sentences, when applicable, to guide unified paragraphs.
1. Writes texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story

ELA11W2:

1. Student engages the interest of the reader
1. Student formulates a coherent thesis or controlling idea
1. Student includes a variety of information on relevant perspectives, as applicable
1. Student maintains coherence by relating all topic sentences to the thesis or controlling idea, as applicable
1. Student demonstrates an understanding of the elements of expository discourse (purpose, audience, speaker)
1. Student attains closure in their writing

ELA11W4:
1. Student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing


Assessment Tasks for Unit:

1. The student will research a real Native American or Explorer from the time period studied and with the information they find, make an accurate diary of their adventures/ journeys.
1. The student will complete a reading log on one myth/legend, one nonfiction piece, and one puritan piece that analyzes structure, syntax, rhetorical strategies, language, and style.
1. The student will complete several in class timed writings and other process GHGT practices.
1.  Students will write an essay analyzing different aspects of The Crucible.


UNIT TWO: A Nation is Born (1750-1800)

Standards for Unit:

ELA11RL1:

1. Student analyzes and explains the structures and elements of nonfiction works or American Literature such as letters, journals and diaries, speeches, and essays. 
1. Students analyzes and evaluates the logic and use of evidence in an author’s argument
1. Student analyzes, evaluates, and applies knowledge of the ways authors use language, style, syntax, and rhetorical strategies for specific purposes in nonfiction works.
1. Student analyzes the influence of mythic, traditional, or classical literature on American literature.


ELA11RL3:

1. Student relates a literary work to primary source documents of its literary time period or historical setting. Student relates a literary work to the seminal ideas of the time in which it is set or the time of the composition: Colonial/ Revolutionary/ National Literature

ELA11RC4:

1. Student explores life experiences related to subject area content
1. Student discusses in both writing and speaking how certain words and concepts relate to multiple subjects
1. Student determines strategies for finding content and contextual meaning for unfamiliar words or concepts.

ELA11W1:
1. Student selects a focus, structure, and point of view relevant to the purpose, genre, expectations, audience, length, and format requirements
1. Student structures ideas and arguments effectively in a sustained way and follows organizational pattern appropriate to the purpose and intended audience of the essay
1. Student incorporates elements of discourse from other writing genres into exposition
1. Student enhances meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy.
1. Student uses language, point of view, characterization, style, and related elements effectively for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes

Assessment Tasks for Unit:

1. Students will write an essay/ speech on a modern day political issue by relating it to an issue read about in this unit using parallelism, repetition, and rhetorical questioning.

UNIT THREE: A Growing Nation (1800-1870)

Standards for unit:

ELA11RL1:

1. Student identifies, responds to, and analyzes the effects of diction, tone, mood, syntax, sound, form, figurative language, and structure of poems as these elements relate to meaning.
1. sound: alliteration, end rhyme, slant rhyme, internal rhyme, consonance, assonance
1. form: fixed and free, lyric, ballad, sonnet, narrative poem, blank verse
1. figurative language: personification, imagery, metaphor, conceit, simile, metonymy, synecdoche, hyperbole, symbolism, allusion
1. Student analyzes and evaluates the effects of diction and imagery as they relate to underlying meaning

ELA11RL3:

1. Student relates a literary work to the characteristics of the literary time period that it represents: romanticism, transcendentalism

ELA11RL5:

1. Student identifies and correctly uses idioms, cognates, words with literal and figurative meanings or functions.
1. Student uses knowledge of mythology, The Bible, and other works often alluded to in American Literature to understand the meaning of new words.

ELA11W1:

1. Student uses traditional structures for conveying information
1. Student coherently develops the controlling idea and/ or supports the thesis by incorporating evidence from both primary and secondary sources, as applicable
1. Student conveys information from primary and secondary sources, when applicable, accurately and coherently.

Assessment Tasks for Unit:

1. Poetry Project focusing on Whitman or Dickinson analyzing poetic structure and presenting the findings to the class.


UNIT FOUR: Division, Reconciliation, and Expansion (1850-1914)

Standards for unit:

ELA11RL1:

1. Student identifies, analyzes, and applied knowledge of the structures and elements of American fiction and provides evidence from the text to support understanding. The student:
1. locates and analyzes such elements in fiction as language and style, character development, point of view, and structures in works of American fiction from different time periods.
1. Identifies and analyzes patterns of imagery or symbolism
1. Relates identified elements in fiction to theme or underlying meaning
1. Analyzes, evaluates, and applies knowledge of the ways authors use techniques and elements in fiction for rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.

ELA11RL3:

1. The student relates a literary work to the characteristics of the literary time period that it represents: Realism/ Naturalism

Assessment Tasks for Unit:


1. Reading logs that analyze ELARL1: a,b,c,d and show the process of creative writing using naturalism and realism findings.

UNIT FIVE: Disillusion, Defiance, and Discontent (1914-1946)

Standards for unit:

ELA11RL2:

1. Student applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme
1. Student evaluates the way an author’s choice of words advances the theme or purpose of the work
1. Student applies knowledge of the concept that a text can contain more than one theme
1. Student analyzes and compares texts that express universal themes characteristic of American literature across time and genre

ELA11RL3:

1. Student relates a literary work to the characteristics of the literary time period that it represents: modernism (including Harlem Renaissance)

ELA11RL4:

1. Student employs a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in literary works. The student:
1. Demonstrates understanding of an author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created by the devices.
1. Analyzes the use of imagery, language, and other particular aspects of a text that contribute to theme or underlying meaning
1. Draws comparisons between specific incidents in a text and broader themes that illustrate the writer’s important beliefs or generalizations about life
1. Analyzes multiple, relevant historical records of a single event and examine their critical relationships to a literary work.

ELA11W1:

1. Student establishes a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis or perspective and maintains a consistent tone and focus throughout.
1. Student coherently develops a controlling idea and/ or supports the thesis by incorporating evidence from both primary and secondary sources, as applicable
1. Student conveys information and ideas from primary and secondary sources, when applicable, accurately, and coherently.

ELA11LSV1:

1. Student initiates new topics in addition to responding to adult-initiated topics.
1. Student asks relevant questions.
1. Student responds to questions with appropriate information
1. Student actively solicits another person’s comments or opinion
1. Student offers own opinion forcefully without domineering
1. Student volunteers contributions and responds when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader
1. Student gives reasons in support of opinions expressed
1. Student clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response when asked to do so; asks classmates for similar expansions
1. Student employs group making decision techniques
1. Student divides labor so as to achieve the overall group goal efficiently


Assessment Tasks for Unit:

1. Own Harlem Renaissance Poetry Notebook
1. Symbols Project: illustrate and explain how it develops a theme in The Great Gatsby (group work)
1. Raisin in the Sun Video and Comparison/ history study
1. Gatsby in class timed writing essay

UNIT SIX: Prosperity and Protest (1946- Present) 

Standards for unit:

ELA11RL1:

1. Student identifies, analyzes, and applied knowledge of the structures and elements of American fiction and provides evidence from the text to support understanding. The student:
1. locates and analyzes such elements in fiction as language and style, character development, point of view, and structures in works of American fiction from different time periods.
1. Identifies and analyzes patterns of imagery or symbolism
1. Relates identified elements in fiction to theme or underlying meaning
1. Analyzes, evaluates, and applies knowledge of the ways authors use techniques and elements in fiction for rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.


ELA11RL3:

1. Student relates a literary work to the characteristics of the literary time period that it represents: Postmodernism

ELA11LSV2:

1. When responding to visual and oral texts and media, the student:
1. recognizes strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, entertain, advertisements, perpetuation of stereotypes, use of visual representations, special effects, etc,
1. analyzes visual or aural techniques used in media message for a particular audience and evaluates their effectiveness
1. develops and applies criteria for assessing the effectiveness of the presentation, style, and content of films, and other forms of electronic communication.
1. Identifies the aesthetic effects of a media presentation
1. Analyzes the effect of dialect and language on positive or negative stereotypes among social groups

1. When delivering and responding to presentations, the student:
1. uses effective and interesting language, including informal expressions for effect, etc.
1. evaluates and uses different effects to create competent presentations or productions.
1. Analyzes effective speeches made for a variety of purposes and prepares and delivers a speech containing these same features.
1. Delivers oral presentations that incorporate the elements of narration, exposition, persuasion, and or literary analysis. 

Assessment Tasks for Unit:

1. TV trend analysis project from 1950- present day.

FLOATING UNIT- RESEARCH PAPER

Standards for unit:

ELA11W1:

1. Student supports statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts, and statistics, and specific examples
ELA11W2:
1. Student formulates clear research questions and utilizes appropriate research venues to locate and incorporate evidence from primary and secondary sources
1. Student uses supporting evidence from multiple sources to develop main ideas within the body of a research paper
1. Student synthesizes information from multiple sources 
1. Student integrates quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas
1. Student uses appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in the style manual
1. Student uses systematic strategies to organize and record information
1. Student designs and publishes documents such as aids and graphic programs

ELA11C2:

1. Student includes a formal works cited or bibliography when applicable


Assessment Task for Unit:
A. Research paper incorporating a fictional primary source with secondary research.


Course Texts:							Replacement:
Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience				$75.00
The Great Gatsby								$12.00	
The Crucible									$12.00



Supplementary Texts:
To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the CHS English Department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style. Teachers of all grade and academic levels will refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements.  While copies are available in the CHS Media Center, students that annotate and frequently refer to these texts during their high school English career will reap maximum benefits.  

Classroom Rules (Respectful, Ready, Responsible)

1. All school rules and policies printed in the CHS agenda will be enforced in the classroom.
1. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.
1. Arrive to class on time. (Centennial lock out/ tardy policy will be strictly enforced)
1. All materials must be brought daily.
1. Absolutely no food and only water to drink allowed in class. Gum will be tolerated if discreet.
1. You must have an agenda to leave class. If you abuse your passes, they may be limited in the future. NO PASSES WILL BE ISSUED IN THE FIRST OR LAST 10 MINUTES OF CLASS!

** failure to comply with any of these rules may result in detention, parent contact, or referral to the office.


Absences and Make-Up Work

In case of absence, the student is responsible for making up all of his or her work.  Again, it is the student’s responsibility to make up any work missed during an absence.  Credit will be given for make-up work according to the published school policy in the CHS agenda.  Students will arrange to make up any missed test or quiz within one week after returning to school except in cases of extended absences.  Students should refer to the assignment board in the classroom when returning from an absence. THE TEACHER WILL NOT SEEK THE STUDENT OUT TO TELL THEM THEIR MISSED WORK!!! Make-ups must be scheduled with the teacher in advance. All work is posted daily at http://www.failesclass.blogspot.com


Late Work
Because turning in work late is a bad habit, which ultimately leads to low or failing grades and is to be avoided, the following policies will be observed:
· homework and daily assignments will never be accepted late for any reason other than excuse absence
· Late penalties of one letter grade per day will apply to writing assignments and projects.  Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted.
· Papers and work done on personal or school owned computers is not excused as late because of technical or mechanical failures with computer or printers.  The work will be considered late and reduced by one letter grade (10 points) RESEARCH PAPERS DO NOT FALL INTO THIS CATEGORY AND WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE FOR ANY REASON!!!!

Required Materials
1. Blue or black ink pen
1. pencil
1. paper and a notebook to keep assignments organized
1. Literature book, grammar book, or novel depending on the unit
1. Composition notebook for journal

Grading
Grades will be based on the total points received out of total possible, weighted by category.

Approximate Category Values:

Tests									22%
Compositions/ Speeches/ Projects					30%
Homework								15%
Daily Work (including quizzes and journals				18%
Final Exam or EOCT							15%

In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:

A= 90-100%
B= 80-89%
C= 70-79%
F=0-69%

Recovery Policy at CHS:
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

English Department Plagiarism Statement:
Plagiarism is the use of another’s work or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

· using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation
· using the work of another student (copying homework, composition, or project)
· using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

Students learn to write well by doing that, writing.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute to ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to student’s writing, the student misses the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

A note about excessive editing:  What is helping, but NOT excessive editing?  The answer is: questioning and cuing.  For example, “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?” “Can you think of another word that would fit better?” “Does this sentence seem awkward?” “What exactly do you mean?” “I don’t understand what you are trying to say here, can you say it more clearly?” “This sentence has a powerful verb; can you find one as powerful for that other sentence?”

These kinds of questions and statements allow the students to think and write independently. Students should be allowed to achieve their own voices and to develop their own writing skills.

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation. Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.













