ESOL PHYSICAL SCIENCE SYLLABUS
2010-11
Instructor:
Ms. Jadah Dunn

Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 8:00 am (times may change – make an appointment first!)


Other times by appointment (lunch)
Telephone:
678/862-5993

Textbook:
Bernstein et al (2003). Physical Science. Globe Fearon Pearson Learning Group, New Jersey.
E-mail:
dunnj@fultonschools.org               
Course Description: Physical Science is the study of matter and energy.  The course is designed as an introductory overview of the major concepts in Chemistry and Physics to provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills in physical science.  The course includes concepts such as structure of atoms, motion and forces, conservation of matter and energy, action-reaction principle, and the behavior of waves.  Physical Science is covered on the Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT) and ends with an End of Course Test (ECOT).  
STUDENTS TAKING PHYSICAL SCIENCE MUST TAKE THE END OF COURSE TEST IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE COURSE!

Outcome Expectations

At the end of this course students should be able to:

1. Use appropriate scientific tools to observe record, organize, analyze, interpret, write, and present the results of scientific investigations clearly and accurately. 

2. Explain the current understanding of the structure of the atom and compare ionic with covalent bonds. 

3. Use information, calculations, and predications to explain the nature, properties, classification, and conservation of matter.   
4. Explain the nature and process involved in radioactive changes. 

5. Explain the trends in the Periodic table and use the knowledge to predict the properties of representative elements. 

6. Compare and contrast the phases of matter as a result of atomic and molecular motion. 

7. Describe the nature of solutions and the factors that affect the solubility of substances. 
8. Explain the transformation and flow of energy in deferent medium relative to the heat capacity of different substances. 
9. Use calculations to determine the relationships between forces, mass, and motion. 

10. Explain the properties of waves and recognize that all waves transfer energy. 
11. Explain the nature and production of static electricity and electric currents based on electron movements. 

12. Describe the relationships between electricity and magnetism and explain their applications. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS

Textbook (supplied by teacher)


Dividers




Calculator
1” binder (3 ring binder) 



College-ruled notebook paper

Pens (black/blue)




Pencil & eraser




Index cards





Box of colored pencils




LABORATORY REPORTS

Each semester students will write one lab report.  Ms. Dunn will provide students a handout with instructions at a later date.  

DAILY RULES & EXPECTATIONS

Refer to the student handbook for a list of Centennial High School Rules and Expectations.  Students will be working together to create a set of agreed upon classroom rules.
HALL PASSES

Each student will receive five hall passes per semester.  Students must use their agenda book for each hall pass.  
DISCIPLINE

1. Warning

2. Detention, Phone Call

3. Administrative Referral

Students will clean the classroom or biology science laboratory during detention.  Students that do not attend detention will receive an immediate discipline referral to the administrators. 

Also, students will submit one “ticket” to Ms. Dunn for not following class rules.

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism means cheating in any way.  Copying another student’s paper is not acceptable.  Students will receive one warning.  After the warning, Ms. Dunn will give a ZERO for the assignment.
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT

Students that are absent frequently miss material, explanations and assignments.  This makes it difficult to complete assignments and prepare for quizzes and tests.  Students that are absent often are in danger of failing the course. Refer to make-up requirements below for rules students must follow when they are absent.

MAKE-UP REQUIREMENTS 

TESTS: Students must make up tests and quizzes within five days of returning to school

LABS:
Labs are difficult to make up due to the team effort involved. Ms. Dunn may give an alternative assignment..

STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBILE TO CONTACT THE TEACHER ABOUT A MISSED TEST, QUIZ OR ASSIGNMENT.  STUDENTS MUST SCHEDULE A CONVENIENT MAKE –UP TIME BEFORE SCHOOL.

EVALUATION

Below is a list of assignments that contribute to a student’s overall grade.  Ms. Dunn will post the due dates for each assignment on the board.  Students will have a test at the end of each unit.  Ms. Dunn will announce the date of tests at least one week in advance.  Most units also have a performance assessment.  These allow students to show what they have learned throughout the unit.  
GRADE WEIGHTS

Tests
 




25% 
Homework





15%

Quizzes




10% 
Performance Assessments/Class Participation

15%

Laboratory Reports and Labs


20% 
Final Exam or End of Course Test (EOCT)

15%

EXTRA HELP

SPECIAL HELP: Biology is a difficult subject. PLEASE COME FOR EXTRA HELP WHEN YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND! Refer to Ms. Dunn’s office hours for her availability.

RECOVERY POLICY

Recovery: Opportunities that allow students to recover from a low or failing average.  Students should contact the teacher about recovery opportunities.  The teacher will create a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives.  Recovery work must be completed ten school days before the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with special circumstances may improve their grades.

 

Components of the Recovery Procedure:
1.   Recovery work is not allowed if the student has any zeros in the grade book.

2.   Students have three days after a failed assignment to make an appointment with the teacher to request recovery. 

3.   The recovery assignment may consist of a test, research project, report, etc., designed to show the student’s mastery of the course objectives.  The teacher will decide the type of assignment.

4.   The student must complete recovery work in the time period decided by the teacher.

5.   No recovery assignments are allowed during the last two weeks of the semester. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the syllabus.  I am responsible for abiding by all the information and guidelines listed. 

Student Name (please print): _________________________________________________

Student Signature:  _____________________________________ Date_______________

I have read the expectations for my child and I agree to work in partnership with Ms. Dunn to ensure my child’s academic success.  I will contact you should I have any questions or concerns throughout the semester.  
Parent/Guardian Name (please print)____________________________________________

Parent E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Daytime Number ________________________ Evening Number _____________________

Preferred Method of Contact __________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________ Date_______________
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