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ESOL EARTH SYSTEMS SYLLABUS
2010-11
Instructor:
Ms. Jadah Dunn
Office Hours:  
By Appointment Only

Telephone:
678/862-5993
Textbook:
Earth Science, Prentice Hall, 2008
E-mail:
dunnj@fultonschools.org               
Course Description: Earth Systems Science is designed to continue student investigations that began in K-8 Earth Science and Life Science curricula and investigate the connections among Earth’s systems through Earth history. These systems – the atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere – interact through time to produce the Earth’s landscapes, ecology, and resources. This course develops the explanations of phenomena fundamental to the sciences of geology and physical geography, including the early history of the Earth, plate tectonics, landform evolution, the Earth’s geologic record, weather and climate, and the history of life on Earth. Instruction should focus on inquiry and development of scientific explanations, rather than mere descriptions of phenomena. Case studies, laboratory exercises, maps, and data analysis should be integrated into units. Special attention should be paid to topics of current interest (e.g., recent earthquakes, tsunamis, global warming, price of resources) and to potential careers in the geosciences.
Outcome Expectations

Major Concepts/Skills: 



Concepts/Skills to Maintain: 
Earth origin, composition, and structure 

Characteristics of Science 

Plate tectonics and the rock cycle 


Records investigations clearly and accurately 

Landscape evolution 



Uses scientific tools 

Geologic hazards 




Interprets graphs, tables, and charts 

Sedimentary environments 



Writes clearly 

Geologic time and correlation 


Uses proper units 

Earth and life history 



Organizes data into graphs, tables, and charts 

Life-environment relationships 


Analyzes scientific data via calculations and 

Hydrologic cycle inference 



Uses safety techniques

Insolation and global heat distribution 

Uses models 

Weather and climate 



Asks quality questions 

Matter/energy cycles 



Uses technology 

Mineral and fossil fuel resources 


Recognizes the importance of explaining data with

precision and accuracy
Course Outline: Biology is divided into the following major units with several forms of assessment in each unit.  
	Unit
	Chapter
	Weeks
	Georgia Performance Standards

	Characteristics of Science
	
	All year
	SCSh1-9

	Mapping and Earth Landforms
	5, 6, 7, 11, 
	3
	SES3

	Heat and energy cycles 
	
	2
	SES5

	weather
	17, 18, 19, 20
	5
	SES5

	Climate and Climate change
	21, 11a
	5
	SES1, SES2

	The water cycle 
	6
	2
	SES1e


REQUIRED MATERIALS

Textbook (supplied by teacher)


Dividers

1” binder (3 ring binder) 



college-ruled notebook paper

Pens (black/blue)




pencil & eraser




Index cards




box of colored pencils








LABORATORY REPORTS

Scientific laboratory reports will be emphasized in this course. The report will state the nature of the exploration as well as the outcome. In order to receive full credit the report must include the following: Student Name; Period; Title; Introduction; Description of the lab (including the materials used); Results and Citations if used.

DAILY RULES & EXPECTATIONS
Academic, behavioral, attendance and dress code expectations (refer to page 19 of the student handbook) for this course are EXCEEDINGLY HIGH!!

1. Be on time to class.

2. Be prepared to begin class when the bell rings – book, paper, and pencil.

3. Complete and turn in all assignments on time.

4. Be respectful of the teacher and classmates.  Raise your hand to speak or get up out of your seat.
5. Do not cheat.  If you need help, ask the teacher for assistance.

6. No agenda, no pass.  Use the bathroom BEFORE the tardy bell rings.

7. No cell phones or iPods.

8. If completing a lab, follow all safety and cleanup procedures (see attached).

9. Clean up your area before leaving the classroom – throw away trash and push chair under table.

10. Obey all rules, regulations and procedures of Centennial H.S. and the Fulton County School System.
THE THREE-STEP DISCIPLINE WILL BE ENFORCED!!!

(Warning; Private Detention; Administrative Referral)

Failure to attend private detention will result in the immediate submission of a discipline referral to the administrators. Students are expected to clean the classroom or biology science laboratory (or some other useful task) during detention.

PLAGIARISM
Any act of plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment and a referral for academic dishonesty.
Plagiarism - Submission for academic advancement the words, ideas, opinions or theories of another that are not common knowledge, without appropriate attribution to that other person. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the following acts when performed without appropriate attribution: 
i. Directly quoting all or part of another person's written or spoken words without quotation marks, as appropriate to the discipline; 
ii. Paraphrasing all or part of another person's written or spoken words without notes or documentation within the body of the work; 
iii. Presenting an idea, theory or formula originated by another person as the original work of the person submitting that work; 
iv. Repeating information, such as statistics or demographics, which is not common knowledge and which was originally compiled by another person; 
v. Purchasing (or receiving in any other manner) a term paper or other assignment that is the work of another person and submitting that term paper or other assignment as the student's own work. 

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT

General requirements are outlined in the student handbook. Any student who is excessively absent from this class will miss material, explanations and assignments which will make it difficult to do the work necessary to meet the objectives of this class and pass the course. All assignments will be turned in on the due date. Please pay close attention to the pages of the student handbook, regarding unexcused absences. There are no exceptions to this rule!!
EVALUATION

Assignments, laboratory reports and quizzes will be collected and graded. Tests will be given at the end of each unit and are announced at least one week in advance
GRADE WEIGHTS

Tests
 




25%

Laboratory Reports and Labs


20%
Homework




15%
Quizzes





10%

Performance Assessments/Class Participation

15%

Final Exam




15%
MAKE-UP REQUIREMENTS 

TESTS: Make-up of tests and quizzes must be completed within a week of return.
LABS:
Labs are difficult to make up due to the team effort involved. An alternative assignment may be given.

IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTACT THE TEACHER ABOUT A MISSED TEST, QUIZ OR ASSIGNMENT AND TO SCHEDULE A CONVENIENT MAKE –UP TIME.

EXTRA HELP
SPECIAL HELP: Biology is a difficult subject, IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE WITH THE MATERIAL TAUGHT IN THIS COURSE, PLEASE SEE ME.   I am usually in my room by 7.45am and I can stay after school most days, but it is advisable to make special arrangements with me.
RECOVERY POLICY
Recovery: Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

 

Components of the Recovery Procedure:
1.   All assigned work must be completed in order for a student to be eligible for recovery (i.e., no zeros in the grade book). 

2.   Students should make an appointment to request recovery by completing and submitting a “Request for Recovery” form to the teacher within three days of learning of the failure or achievement decline. 

3.   The nature of the recovery assignment is to be determined by the teacher and may consist of a test, research project, report, etc., designed to show the student’s mastery of the course objectives.

4.   Recovery work must be completed in the time period designated by the teacher.

5.   No recovery assignments will be made during the last two weeks of the semester. 
By signing below, I am indicating that I have read and understand the  syllabus, and will be accountable for the information and guidelines therein. 

Student Name (please print): _________________________________________________

Student Signature:  _____________________________________ Date_______________

I have looked over the expectations for my child and I agree to work in partnership with Mr. Corey to ensure my child’s academic success.  I will contact you should I have any questions or concerns throughout the semester.  I understand that my child is responsible for adhering to these rules and procedures. 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)____________________________________________

Parent E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Daytime Number ________________________ Evening Number _____________________

Preferred Method of Contact __________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________ Date_______________

By signing below, I am indicating that I have read and understand the  syllabus, and will be accountable for the information and guidelines therein. 

Student Name (please print): _________________________________________________

Student Signature:  _____________________________________ Date_______________

I have looked over the expectations for my child and I agree to work in partnership with Mr. Corey to ensure my child’s academic success.  I will contact you should I have any questions or concerns throughout the semester.  I understand that my child is responsible for adhering to these rules and procedures. 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)____________________________________________

Parent E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Daytime Number ________________________ Evening Number _____________________

Preferred Method of Contact __________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________ Date_______________

PAGE  
2

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf]