
ESOL BIOLOGY SYLLABUS
2011-2012
Instructor:
Ms. Jadah Dunn
Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 8:00 am (times may change – make an appointment first!)


Other times by appointment (lunch)
Telephone:
678/862-5993
Textbook:
Biology.  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.  DeSalle&Heithous (2008).  ($74.60) 
E-mail:
dunnj@fultonschools.org               
Course Description: The Biology curriculum continues students’ investigations of the life sciences that began in Grades K-8 (see Fulton County System-wide Science Vertical Instructional Framework). The course is designed to provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills to become literate, knowledgeable, and proficient in biology. Biology extends the life sciences to more abstract concepts including, interdependence of organisms, the relationship between matter, energy, and organisms, the behavior or organisms, and evolution. These concepts are investigated through laboratory experiences and fieldwork designed for students to develop appropriate knowledge and skills in science as inquiry. 
STUDENTS TAKING BIOLOGY MUST TAKE THE END OF COURSE TEST IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE COURSE!

Outcome Expectations

At the end of this course students should be able to:

1. Use appropriate scientific tools to observe, record, organize, analyze, interpret, write, and present the results of scientific investigations clearly and accurately.

2. Relate the importance of the chemistry life to cellular structures and functions in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells. 

3. Describe and explain the role of DNA and RNA in transfer of traits to successive generations under both asexual and sexual situations.

4. Explain the evolutionary basis of modern classification.

5. Trace the history of the theory of evolution and evaluate the role of natural selection in the development of the theory.

6. Relate the complexity of organisms to how they obtain, transform, transport, release, and eliminate matter and energy.

7. Investigate and assess the interdependence between organisms and on the flow of matter within their ecosystems.
A full list of GPS’s can be found @ http://www.georgiastandards.org/_documents/science/ScienceBiology-approved.pdf
REQUIRED MATERIALS
Textbook (supplied by teacher)


Dividers

1” binder (3 ring binder) 



College-ruled notebook paper

Pens (black/blue)




Pencil & eraser




Index cards





Box of colored pencils




LABORATORY REPORTS

Each semester students will write one lab report.  Ms. Dunn will provide students a handout with instructions at a later date.  

DAILY RULES & EXPECTATIONS
Refer to the student handbook for a list of Centennial High School Rules and Expectations.  Students will be working together to create a set of agreed upon classroom rules.
HALL PASSES

Each student will receive five hall passes per semester.  Students must use their agenda book for each hall pass.  
DISCIPLINE
1. Warning

2. Detention, Phone Call

3. Administrative Referral

Students will clean the classroom or biology science laboratory during detention.  Students that do not attend detention will receive an immediate discipline referral to the administrators. 

Also, students will submit one “ticket” to Ms. Dunn for not following class rules.

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism means cheating in any way.  Copying another student’s paper is not acceptable.  Students will receive one warning.  After the warning, Ms. Dunn will give a ZERO for the assignment.
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT

Students that are absent frequently miss material, explanations and assignments.  This makes it difficult to complete assignments and prepare for quizzes and tests.  Students that are absent often are in danger of failing the course. Refer to make-up requirements below for rules students must follow when they are absent.
MAKE-UP REQUIREMENTS 

TESTS: Students must make up tests and quizzes within five days of returning to school

LABS:
Labs are difficult to make up due to the team effort involved. Ms. Dunn may give an alternative assignment..

STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBILE TO CONTACT THE TEACHER ABOUT A MISSED TEST, QUIZ OR ASSIGNMENT.  STUDENTS MUST SCHEDULE A CONVENIENT MAKE –UP TIME BEFORE SCHOOL.

EVALUATION

Below is a list of assignments that contribute to a student’s overall grade.  Ms. Dunn will post the due dates for each assignment on the board.  Students will have a test at the end of each unit.  Ms. Dunn will announce the date of tests at least one week in advance.  Most units also have a performance assessment.  These allow students to show what they have learned throughout the unit.  
GRADE WEIGHTS

Tests
 




25% 
Homework





15%

Quizzes




10% 
Performance Assessments/Class Participation

15%

Laboratory Reports and Labs


20% 
Final Exam or End of Course Test (EOCT)

15%

EXTRA HELP

SPECIAL HELP: Biology is a difficult subject. PLEASE COME FOR EXTRA HELP WHEN YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND! Refer to Ms. Dunn’s office hours for her availability.
RECOVERY POLICY
Recovery: Opportunities that allow students to recover from a low or failing average.  Students should contact the teacher about recovery opportunities.  The teacher will create a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives.  Recovery work must be completed ten school days before the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with special circumstances may improve their grades.

 

Components of the Recovery Procedure:
1.   Recovery work is not allowed if the student has any zeros in the grade book.
2.   Students have three days after a failed assignment to make an appointment with the teacher to request recovery. 

3.   The recovery assignment may consist of a test, research project, report, etc., designed to show the student’s mastery of the course objectives.  The teacher will decide the type of assignment.
4.   The student must complete recovery work in the time period decided by the teacher.

5.   No recovery assignments are allowed during the last two weeks of the semester. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the syllabus.  I am responsible for abiding by all the information and guidelines listed. 

Student Name (please print): _________________________________________________

Student Signature:  _____________________________________ Date_______________

I have read the expectations for my child and I agree to work in partnership with Ms. Dunn to ensure my child’s academic success.  I will contact you should I have any questions or concerns throughout the semester.  
Parent/Guardian Name (please print)____________________________________________

Parent E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Daytime Number ________________________ Evening Number _____________________

Preferred Method of Contact __________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________ Date_______________
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