Syllabus for AP Psychology

Centennial High School

Ms. Dias-Schindler
schindlerj@fultonschools.org
website:  www.homeworklive.com
Room:
H-64
Office Hours:
By appointment.

Course Description:
The AP Psychology is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with the major subfields within psychology.

Text:
Myers, D.G. Psychology.  8th edition.  New York:  Worth, 2006.  ($84.00 if lost/damaged).  

Course Outline:


I.
Methods, Approaches and History



8-12%
A. Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science

B. Approaches

1.
Biological

2. Behavioral

3. Cognitive

4. Humanistic

5. Psychodynamic

6. Sociocultural

7. Evolutionary/Sociobiological

C. Research Methods

1.
Experimental, Correlational, and Clinical Research

a. Correlational (e.g. observational, survey, clinical)

b. Experimental

2. Statistics

a. Descriptive

b. Inferential

3. Ethics in Research

II.
Biological Bases of Behavior




8-10%

A.   Physiological Techniques (e.g. imaging, surgical)


B.   Neuroanatomy


C.   Functional Organization of Nervous System

D. Neural Transmission

E. Endocrine System

F. Genetics

III.
Developmental Psychology




7-9%

A.   Life-Span Approach


B.   Research Methods (e.g. longitudinal, cross-sectional)


C.   Hereditary-Environment Issues


D.   Developmental Theories


E.   Dimensions of Development

1. Physical

2. Cognitive

3. Social

4. Moral

G. Sex Roles, Sex Differences

IV.
Sensation and Perception




7-9%

A.   Thresholds


B.   Sensory Mechanisms


C.   Sensory Adaptation


D.   Attention

E.    Perceptual Processes


V.
States of Consciousness




2-4%
A. Sleeping and Dreaming

B. Hypnosis

C. Psychoactive Drug Effects

VI.
Learning






7-9%
A. Classical Conditioning

B. Operant Conditioning

C. Cognitive Processes in Learning

D. Biological Factors

E. Social Learning

VII.
Cognition






8-10%
A. Memory

B. Language

C. Thinking

D. Problem Solving and Creativity

VIII.
Motivation and Emotion




7-9%
A. Biological Bases

B. Theories of Motivation

C. Hunger, Thirst, Sex and Pain

D. Social Motives

E. Theories of Emotion

F. Stress

IX.
Personality






6-8%
A. Personality Theories and Approaches

B. Assessment Techniques

C. Self-Concept, Self-Esteem

D. Growth and Adjustment

X.
Testing and Individual Differences



5-7%
A. Standardization and Norms

B. Reliability and Validity

C. Types of Tests

D. Ethics and Standards in Testing

E. Intelligence

F. Heredity/Environment and Intelligence

G. Human Diversity

XI.
Abnormal Psychology





7-9%
A. Definitions of Abnormality

B. Theories of Psychopathology

C. Diagnosis of Psychopathology

D. Anxiety Disorders

E. Somatoform Disorders

F. Mood Disorders

G. Schizophrenic Disorders

H. Organic Disorders

I. Personality Disorders

J. Dissociative Disorders

XII.
Treatment of Psychological Disorders


5-7%
A. Treatment Approaches

1.   Insight Therapies:  Psychodynamic/Humanistic Approaches

2.   Behavioral Approaches

3.
Cognitive Approaches

4. Biological Approaches (psychopharmacology/psychosurgery)

B. Modes of Therapy (e.g., individual, group)

C. Community and Preventive Approaches

XIII.  Social Psychology





7-9%

A.   Group Dynamics


B.   Attribution Processes


C.   Interpersonal Perception

D. Conformity, Compliance, Obedience

E. Attitudes and Attitude Change

F. Organizational Behavior

G. Aggression/Antisocial Behavior

Requirements:

· Website.
The website offers a variety of resources for your successful completion of this class.  It has a class schedule that identifies when you will have tests and announced quizzes.  In addition, the website has your homework assignments and a list of key terms that you should define on note cards (see below).  
· Homework.
Homework will generally consist of reading assignments from the text and exercises in your Study Guide.  You are expected to read the day’s assignment before entering class the following day.  Failure to keep up with the reading assignments and exercises in your Study Guide will greatly impact your success in this class.  Students will also be required to keep flash cards for all vocabulary words.  They must provide an applied example on these index cards.  
· Notebook.
All students are required to keep a 3-ring binder with pocket for lecture notes, handouts, psychology research, journal reviews, book notes, etc.  Students should take complete class notes and date them.  It will be helpful if you put them in your own words.  Do not write down things that are confusing to you without asking about it.  It is very important that you review class notes each day while they are still fresh in your mind.   In addition, you should have a section of your notebook specifically for Famous Psychologists and another section for Famous Psychology Studies.  These sections will be instrumental in your review for the AP Exam.  

· Note cards.  All students should prepare note cards for each vocabulary term studied in the course.  You can find a list of the vocabulary terms for each unit under the Key Terms list on the website.  These note cards will be instrumental in your success in the class as a large portion of the course is vocabulary-based.  You will have the opportunity to display your knowledge of these key terms during the vocabulary quizzes and class discussions.  

· Assignments.
Classroom activities, homework assignments, projects, readings, quizzes, and major tests may accompany all units of study.

· Participation.
Participation is important to your success in this class.  All students will receive a participation grade during the semester.  This grade will be based on attendance, preparation and participation.

· Final Exam.
Your final exam will be cumulative and worth approximately 15% of your grade.

Grading Policy:

· Assignments will include homework, classroom assignments, group activities, quizzes, projects, papers, presentations, current events, participation, and major tests.  Late work will not be accepted for homework assignments.  For long-term assignments, there will be a 10-point deduction per day late.

· Make-Ups:  It is your responsibility to make contact with me to initiate all make-up work due to an absence.  The contact must be made within one school day upon returning.  A student will be given the same amount of time to make up the work, as the student was absent.  Make-up work submitted late will receive a zero (0).  You should check with the website and the appropriate daily folder for handouts, assignments and class work.  If you have any questions, please see me before or after class.  For all unexcused absences, you will receive a ten (10) point grade reduction.  If you miss a test, you must schedule a make-up with me on the day you return to class.  A test must be made up prior to the administration of the test on the next unit.  Any student who schedules a make-up and fails to show will receive a zero (0) on the test.
Recovery:  

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten schools days prior to the end of the semester.  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.  Unless otherwise stated, the recovery project is to be an independent project and (like all other work in this course) is subject to the CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement listed below.  

CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement:  Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code. Internet search engines will be used to catch plagiarized material.
AP Exam:

The 2011 AP Psychology exam will be held in the afternoon on Tuesday, May 10, 2011.  The exam is a total of two (2) hours and has two (2) sections.  Two-thirds of the exam is a 70-minute, 100 multiple-choice section and one-third is a 50-minute, 2 free-response question section.  We will discuss this more as we get closer to that date.

Classroom Policies:

· All school policies and rules as printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.

· Attend class daily.  Be in your seat ready to work when the tardy bell rings or you will be counted as tardy.  The school tardy policy will be strictly enforced.

· Bring all required material to class.  Come to class with pens/pencils, paper and textbook every day unless the teacher specifies otherwise.  You will not be permitted to leave class to retrieve materials.  

· Be courteous, respectful, and helpful at all times.  
· Do not adjust the thermostat without the permission of the teacher.

· Participate actively in class discussion.  Raise your hand to be called on to speak.

· Be cooperative and respectful toward all faculty, staff and administrators.  Students who misbehave and cause problems for a substitute teacher will automatically receive detention.

· Please do not bring make-up, hairbrushes, perfume, headphones, radios, etc. into the classroom.

· Unless specifically authorized by the teacher, calculators and/or work from other classes will be held until the following day.
· Take proper care of all school-owned equipment and facilities.  Keep the classroom neat and orderly.  Any student found littering in the class will automatically receive a private detention.  No candy, food or drink of any kind is permitted in the classroom, with the exception of water.
· Please use the restroom before class.  Except in cases of emergencies, you will not be permitted to leave class to go to the restroom.  

Syllabus Verification Form

This form should be signed by the student and parent and returned to Ms. Dias-Schindler by Thursday, August 27, 2009.

I HAVE RECEIVED AND READ THE SYLLABUS FOR THIS COURSE.  I UNDERSTAND MY RESPONSIBILITIES.

Printed Name of Student

Email Address of Student

Class Period

Signature of Student







Date

Signature of Parent







Date

Mom’s phone number:_____________________________________________




Work #___________________________________________

Dad’s phone number (if different):___________________________________




Work #___________________________________________

Parents’ email address (please print) :___________________________________

I look forward to a productive and rewarding year.  If you have any questions at any time, please feel free to contact me via email at schindlerj@fultonschools.org.


Thank you,

Ms. Jill Dias-Schindler
AP Psychology

