
Syllabus
GPS Pre-Calculus
Centennial High School 2011-2012

Teacher: Mrs. Daas	Team Teacher: Dr. Pamela Darrow				     
Email:  daast@fultonschools.org                  darrowp@fultonschools.org
Website: https://sites.google.com/a/fultonschools.org/mrsdaasclassroom/
Course Text Book:  Pre-Calculus; Demana, Waits, Foley, Kennedy	     

Course Curriculum

The Fulton County Curriculum Guide in accordance with the Georgia Performance Standards for 
GPS Geometry will be followed.  Assignments and activities will come from a variety of sources, not just from the textbooks, as prescribed by the curriculum guide.	

Semester 1

Unit 1a*:  Function Analysis (shortened unit)

Unit 2:  Rational Functions

Unit 3:  Introduction to Trigonometry

Unit 4:  Trigonometric Graphs and Inverses

Semester 2

Unit 5:  Trigonometric Identities
	
Unit 6:  Extended Trigonometry

Unit 1b:  Function Analysis Summary (shortened unit)
	
Unit 7:  Sequences and Series

Unit 8:  Data Analysis

            
*Unit 1 Function study will be divided into two parts; one for each semester.  Unit 1a will re-introduce students to previous learned functions with graph and algebraic analysis.  Unit 1b will summary all functions in the spring to include functions introduced in this course as stated by the Georgia Performance Standards.


Grading System
Students will be given progress reports to bring home at the end of each 6 weeks.  Report cards are mailed home at the end of each semester.  In addition, student grades are available online via ParentConnect.  Students should keep all graded work for this course in their notebook.

The semester average will be calculated as shown below:

Tests		 			45%
	Semester Final Exam/EOCT	            15%
Quizzes				25%
Assignments				15%
	

Help Sessions:

Before school: Monday, Thursday, and Friday 8:00-8:30am and after school by appointment.


Evaluation 

Students are expected to show their work and explain all answers at all times.  Partial credit can and will be given provided that work is shown and answers explained.

Tests and quizzes will be graded on a scale of 0 – 100%.  All tests and quizzes must be finished in the time allotted.  Extra time will not be given unless the school specifies accommodations.  The exact dates for major tests will be announced approximately one week in advance.  Daily homework quizzes will be given periodically within 2-week grading blocks and will be averaged as one quiz grade.   

Once a topic has been covered in class, students are expected to demonstrate it proficiently at any time thereafter.  Students should review daily at home throughout the year.  

Homework checks will be unannounced.  Every attempt should be made to work all assigned problems as accurately as possible.  Failure to consistently do homework may make it difficult to pass quizzes and tests.  Regular practice and review is essential to success in this class.
Make-up Work Policy
Attendance is very important.  Excessive absences can make it difficult for students to successfully complete this course.  It is solely the student’s responsibility to make contact with the teacher to initiate all make-up work.  Please review the make-up policy stated in the student handbook.

Make-up quizzes and tests must be taken before or after school.  It is the students responsibility to schedule make-up quizzes and exams the day they return to school.  Students should not miss more class time to make up work.

TAG Seminars and field trips are not absences.  If a student misses class because of a TAG seminar or field trip, it is the student’s responsibility to get the assignment and work to complete it for the next day’s class.

Recovery Policy

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.  More information regarding recovery can be found the student handbook.

HONOR VIOLATIONS  (Plagiarism and Cheating -  See student handbook)

In an effort to encourage good study habits, fair competition, and positive development in the area of academics and extra-curricular activities, the Centennial faculty supports a strong policy against honor violations.  An honor violation is defined as giving or receiving, in any form, information related to a graded experience, either inside or outside of class; violation of athletic team rules or Georgia High School Association Rules which prompt a coach or GHSA reprimand; and student club and organization rules or by-laws which can result in suspension or dismissal from the club or student organization. 


Notebook:  Students are expected to keep all work for this course in a notebook.  A three-ring binder (2”) is recommended.  Parents are encouraged to check notebooks at home as often as possible.
The following organization is suggested for the math notebook.

	Section 1:  Vocabulary and Notes
Section 2:  Homework
	Section 3:  Classwork
Section 4:  Assessments

Student materials: Notebook, Pencils, notebook paper, graph paper, and ruler.  Coloring pencils or highlighters are not required but can be very helpful, especially for graphing assignments.  




Calculators: 

A basic scientific calculator is sufficient for home use, but a graphing calculator is recommended..  School-owned calculators will be available for classroom use, but some activities that students will have to complete without the aid of a calculator. 

Students are not required to purchase a graphing calculator.  If a family chooses to purchase one, Centennial High School recommends a TI-83 or TI-84 to match the school calculators.
Classroom Expectations 
All policies outlined in the Fulton County Student Discipline Manual and in the Centennial High School Student Handbook (Agenda) are in effect in this classroom at all times.

1. Bring all required material to class daily.  Passes will not be given to go back to lockers for forgotten items.
2. Be courteous, respectful, and helpful at all times.  Ask for permission before borrowing anything.
3. Participate appropriately in class discussion.  Raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak.
4. Be cooperative and respectful to all students, faculty, substitute teachers, and staff at all times.
5. Be on time to class.  The school tardy policy will be strictly enforced.  (See student handbook)
6. Food items and drinks are not to be brought into the classroom.  Water is permitted in clear plastic bottles only.
7. Take proper care of all school-owned equipment and facilities.  Keep the classroom neat and orderly.
8. Visit the restroom and water fountain between classes.  Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies.  Your hall pass will be written in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily.



Consequences for Violation of Classroom Expectations::

· 1st offense – Verbal reprimand and warning

· 2nd offense – Detention (30 minutes)

· 3rd offense – Detention (30 minutes) and phone call to parents

· All offenses after the third will be referred to the appropriate administrator.

· Severe offenses (abusive misconduct to include but not limited to profane language, physical contact, and/or disruptive monologues) will automatically be referred to the appropriate administrator.

· Students who misbehave and cause problems for a substitute teacher will 
      automatically be referred to administration for consequences.  Parents will also be contacted.


IF YOU CAN’T STAY FOR DETENTION, DON’T MISBEHAVE!  

Detentions will be served during the teacher’s office hours.  Failure to serve an assigned detention will result in a referral to the appropriate administrator.  

Parent Information and Signature Form

GPS Pre-Calculus				Mrs. Daas			2011-2012


I have read and understand the course syllabus that outlines the classroom policy, rules, grading procedure, and recovery policy.  I understand that it is the student’s responsibility to keep their parents abreast of their most current average.  I also understand that extra help is available to all students assuming diligent effort is put forth on a daily basis.


Period: ____________


Student Last Name:	________________________	First Name: ________________


Parent/Guardian Name __________________________________________ 

Home Phone _____________________	Work Phone ___________________________


*E-mail _________________________________________________

*If you are not already recieving group parent emails, would you like to be added to the list, which will allow you to receive weekly emails from Mrs. Daas regarding assignments, test & project dates, and other important classroom announcements? 
(PLEASE CIRCLE):         YES            NO            




Student Signature:  ____________________________________ Date __________



Parent/Guardian Signature:   _____________________________ Date __________




Parents and Students:  Please complete this form as soon as possible and return to Mrs. Daas.

Students: Keep your copy of the rest of the syllabus in your notebook.

