12th Grade: World Literature
Centennial High School

Instructor: Roxanne Clay (clayr@fultonschools.org) Rm. G-57
The entire syllabus is available online at chshub.com.  A paper copy is also available upon request.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: World Literature and Composition is a study of the major literary topics and themes of the world. Students will continue to develop vocabulary and apply effective reading strategies to a wide variety of literary and informational texts; to learn about universal themes and symbols common to literary works including the novel, short story, poetry, drama, and nonfiction; to establish effective writing and research habits; and to refine language skills as they apply to writing, listening, speaking, and viewing.

Books: Prentice Hall World Literature/Masterpieces textbook - $65.00

Cyrano de Bergerac (play) – paperback list price
                Whale Rider/Count of Monte Cristo (novel) – paperback list price

The Chosen (novel) – paperback list price
 
In The Time of Butterflies (novel) – list price

Anthem/Brave New World (novel) – paperback list price


Other novels/plays chosen by instructor – paperback list price
· Required Materials:             Student agenda (for rest room pass, etc.)
                                                 Blue/black pen

                                                 Textbook/novel daily
                                                 1 regular notebook of your choice for notes, etc.
Class Policies

Classroom Rules

1. All school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.

2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.

3. Arrive to class on time.  (1st violation = warning, 2nd violation = warning, 3rd violation = private teacher detention 4th violation = office referral.) Need to be seated in desk by bell ring or considered tardy.

4. All materials must be brought daily – textbook, notebook, agenda, and blue/black ink pen.

5. No food or drink (except bottled water) allowed in class.

6. Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies.  Your hall pass is in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily.
Students who fail to comply with the preceding guidelines may expect to receive a detention and/or an administrative disciplinary referral.
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PLAGIARISM STATEMENT

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:

(
using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation

(
using the work of another student (e.g. copying homework, composition, or project)

(
using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation.  Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

A note about what constitutes “excessive editing.”  Students learn to write well by doing just that, writing.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to students’ writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

GRADING

Grades will be based on the total points received out of total possible, weighted by category.

Approximate Category Values:

(
Tests/Major Projects




30%

(
Essays/Speeches             

                        

30%
(
Homework                                                             

10%

(
Quizzes/Class work/seminars/small projects


10%

(
Final Exam





20%
In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:



A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; F = 0-69%
ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK

· All work must be made up in a timely manner with an excused absence note.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment(s). 

· Any unexcused makeup work will be penalized by one letter grade.

· It is the student’s responsibility to copy the assignment board notecards for his class, complete the assignment(s), and turn them in.  Credit will be given for make-up work according to published school policy.
· Students must also arrange a time to make up any excused missed tests and quizzes within 3 days after returning to school except in cases of extended absence.  Make-ups must be scheduled with the instructor in advance.  Make-up tests and/or quizzes will only be given when appointments are initiated and made by the student.  Furthermore, it is not the instructor’s responsibility to remind individuals what they need to make up.  Students may meet with the instructor before school or stay after school to make up missed tests and/or quizzes as long as they have made an appointment.  ALL MAKE-UP WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE SEMESTER. Extra credit cannot be substituted for missed assignments.

LATE WORK
( Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be accepted late under any circumstances.

( Late penalties of 10 points per day will apply to papers and other major assignments designated by me (excluding the Research Paper).
Recovery Policy at Centennial High School

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
Content of World Literature Course:

Literature of World Cultures and their Heroes
Essential Question: What makes a person a hero? Do heroes from different countries possess the same character traits? / What can we learn from our parents’ cultures and traditions? How do we navigate from their world to our modern world and honor tradition?
Part I: Literature from the United States/Middle East 
Novel/DVD: The Chosen by Chaim Potok
Part II: Literature from India (textbook)
“Mahabharata: Sibi” (174)

“The Yoga of Knowledge” (182) 

“Ramayana” (190)

Other provided short stories and poems


Part III: Literature from New Zealand

Novel/DVD: The Whale Rider by Witi Ihimaera

Part IV: Literature from South America

Novel: In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
Part V: Project/Senior Research Paper

Hotel Rwanda and student choice topic of world issue in film and research

Literary terms studied – frame narrative, characterization, internal and external conflict, themes, historical context, cultural context, symbolism, stages of a hero, patriarchy
Part VI: Magical Realism
Essential Question:  How is magical realism (fantastical elements mixed with realistic elements) used for political and social lessons in world literature?
Short stories from around the globe:

Gabriel García Márquez -- “The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World” (1173), “The Very Old Man With Enormous Wings” (copy provided)
Julio Cortázar -- “House Taken Over” (1182)

Other selections to be announced.

Magical Realism film studies:

Big Fish; Edward Scissorhands; Whale Rider; Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
Literary Terms studied – symbolism, theme, motif, metaphor, characterization, irony, etc.
Part VII: Individualism and Honor
Literature from France:

Play – Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand

Short story – Don Quixote 
Literary terms studied – verbal, situational, and dramatic irony, tragic hero, conflict, stage directions, simile, metaphor, historical context, characterization

Composition: Cyrano Literary Analysis Essay

Historical Investigation: Film Studies/Research Project
Hotel Rwanda/Darfur studies and/or

The Count of Monte Cristo
Composition:  Final Exam Essay
Semester Essays:  The Chosen or In the Time of Butterflies Literary Analysis Essay 

               College/Narrative Essay (fall semester only)
               Senior research paper and project (fall semester only)

               Magical Realism student-written short story

               Cyrano de Bergerac Literary Analysis Essay and project

               Others at teacher discretion that correlate with subject material

Grammar throughout the semester:

The following grammar skills will be taught in conjunction with the readings and essays: prepositional phrases for writing expansion; comma usage in a series of adjectives; capitalization and punctuation rules in writing a persuasive essay; subordinate clauses; misplaced modifiers; quotation usage; subordination/coordination; correct usage of
Course Films: 

In addition, as a part of the course, some films will be incorporated into the semester as alternate texts.  The films will be chosen from the chart below.  These films will be used in conjunction with the written texts and concepts that we are studying.  A few of the films may have an “R” rating, but have been deemed appropriate for their context in our study.  By signing the syllabus form, you give consent for your student to view these films in conjunction with our studies.  Please email the instructor if you have any specific questions concerning the incorporation of these films into our Twelfth Grade World studies. 
	Curriculum Approved Film Title
	Excerpt or Full
	Accompanying Text or Concept

	Whale Rider (2003) 
	full
	The Epic of Gilgamesh; Archetypal quest; 8 stages of a hero

	Don Quixote de la Mancha  (2000)
	excerpt
	Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes

	The Devil and Daniel Webster (1941)
	full
	Faust by Johann von Goethe; archetypal characters

	Edward Scissorhands  (1990) or
Big Fish (2004) or Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000)
	full
exerpt
	Short stories by Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Julio Cortazar


	Cyrano de Bergerac (1990)
Roxanne (1987)
	full
excerpt
	Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond 
Rostand; archetypal themes

	Hotel Rwanda (2004)/Darfur film studies and documentaries
	full
	Research MLA Paper/Film Project Sample

	Count of Monte Cristo (2002)
	full
	

	The Chosen (1981
Havana (1998)

In The Time of the Butterflies (2007)

The Namesake/Slumdog Millionnaire  
	
	Novel Units
South American Literature
Indian Literature



Parents of 12th World Literature students,

Welcome to Centennial High School.  I am looking forward to a productive year with your student.  The 12th grade year is a time of growth and change for most students, and parental involvement is essential.  Please take the time to carefully read and sign this syllabus with your child.  I am also requesting that parents provide an e-mail address where you can be reached.  This is optional and is simply a means to provide us another avenue of communication. Due to our inability to leave class during the day, it is sometimes easier to reach a teacher through e-mail. My e-mail address is Clayr@fultonschools.org.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about this syllabus or the class in general.

I have received and read the syllabus for this course.

__________________________________


  ______________________

Signature of student





 Date

Please PRINT student name also: ____________________________________
__________________________________


_______________________

Signature of parent





Date

__________________________________

Parent phone number

__________________________________

Parent cell phone 

__________________________________

Parent e-mail

